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This is a copy of the outside cover of the attractive Christmas Consecration 
Service, “Till The Day Break,” prepared under the Direction of the 
Department of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief. Last year 


many of the: churches used the program prepared by this Committee, 
and no doubt a larger number will use the 1925 Service. 
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Life Annuity Bonds 


provide a means for a gift to the Church, and at 
the same time a safe and sane investment. 

The Life Annuity Bond Plan of the Executive 
Committee of Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief offers the following inducements: 


1. A gift to provide, after death of the donor, for the aged and 
infirm ministers and needy widows and orphans of deceased ministers 
of your own Church. 


2. An investment of money or property that is thoroughly safe. 


3. Freedom from worry of investment or cost of commission of an 
agent. 


4. Semi-annual payments each year,'based on the amount of the 
gift and the age of the donor. 


5. An opportunity for investment of any amount at any time. 


6. The payment of an annuity .to a relative or friend, the amount 
depending upon the age of the beneficiary. 


7. The annuity promptly paid January 1 and July 1—safe as a 
Government bond! 


8. A better plan than a bequest, assuring the Endowment Fund of 
Ministerial Relief the full amount of your gift now. 


9. As you will be relieved of tax on the principal sum, the rate of 
interest secured is higher than other safe investments. 


10. Your corespondence will be considered as confidential, and it 
will be no trouble to answer any question concerning which you write. 


For additional information, address 


The Presbyterian Church in the United States | 


Department of Christian Education 
and Ministerial Relief 


HENRY H. SWEETS, Secretary 





410 Urban Building, Louisville, Ky. 
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THE GIFT OF GIFTS---THE BIBLE 


Nothing can be more appropriate at this season 
than a nice Bible as a gift to relative or friend 





These are our own imported editions of fine Bibles. Made for us by the famous Bible publishers at Oxford and Cambridge. The prices 
are about one-third lower than American-made Bibles of similar quality. 








TEACHERS’ BIBLES NOVELTY BINDINGS 
i i i ini i i ; brown French 
300X.—Black Face Minion Type. Fine India paper. The famous 400X.—Black Face Minion Type. Fine India paper; 

Bagster’s Teachers’ Helps. French Morocco; overlapping edges; Morocco; button flap; paper lined; text and references only. 
linen lined. Price, $4.50, postpaid. Price, $5.00. oe: : , 2 . 
320X.—Black Face Minion Type. Fine India paper. The famous | 401X.—Black Face Minion Type. Fine India paper; brown aie 
Bagster’s Teachers’ Helps. French Morocco; overlapping edges; (ostrich) leather; linen lined; text and references only. rice, 
linen lined. Price, $5.00. $7.00. ae y ‘ t - 
321X.--Same as above, with Thumb Index. Price, $5.35. 402X.—Black Face Minion Type. Fine India paper; or a 
322X.—Black Face Minion Type. Fine India paper. The famous leather; linen lined ; text and references only. _ Price, + eo 
Bagster’s Teachers’ Helps. Real Morocco; overlapping edges; 403X.—Black Face Minion Type. Fine India paper; Niger OFOcco ; 
linen lined. Price, $6.00, postpaid. mahogany color; linen lined; text and references only. Price, 

323X.—Same as above, with Thumb Index. Price, $6.35. $8.00. ; : : < 

301X.—Black Face Minion Type. Fine India paper. The famous | 404X.—Black Face Brevier Type. India paper; brown antique 
Bagster’s Teachers’ Helps. Brown antique leather; overlapping (ostrich) ; bem ge ge linen lined to edges; text and refer- 
edges; linen lined. Price, $6.00. ences only. rice, $8 : : j 

302X-—Black Face Minion Type. Fine India paper. The famous 405X.—Black Face Brevier Type. India paper; real Niger Morocco ; 
Bagster’s Teachers’ Helps. Mahogany leather; overlapping edges; mahogany color: overlapping edges; linen lined to edges; text 
linen lined. Price, $6.00. and References only. Price, $9.00. 


LOWER PRICES—HIGH QUALITY 


200X.—Reference Bible. Clear Minion type. India paper; maps; 203X.—Reference Bible—Black Face Minion Type. India peper | 
French Morocco; overlapping edges; linen lined. Size, 45¢x7. French Morocco; overlapping edges; linen lined; red gg or 
Only % of an inch thick. A compact, handy, readable Bible. edges; 5x744x5@ inches. Maps and blank pages at bac or 
Fine for Sunday School pupils. Regular price, $4.50. Our spe- notes. Regular price, $6.00. Our special price, $4.00. 


ial ice, $2.50. * a P F 
FR yn - snd Bible, with best Oxford helps. Same paper | 204X.—Concordance Bible—Black Face Minion Type. India paper; 


indi i i i ces ; - ing edges; linen lined; 
and binding as 200X. % inch thick. An ideal book for Sunday center references; French Morocco; overlapping 
School teachers and Christian workers. Regular price, $5.25. red under gold edges; maps and blank pages at back for notes. 
Our special price, $3.00. 5x714x% inches. Regular price, $7.00. Our special price, $4.50. 


We also carry a full line of the “American Standard” Revised Bibles at publishers’ prices, and we pay the postage. 


SELECTED GIf T B3o0%¢5 


EXTRA SPECIAL A GREAT SOUTHERNER 


Here is a Real Book Bargain 
VANISHED TOWERS AND CHIMES OF FLANDERS. 





LIFE STORY OF JOHN SHARPE WILLIAMS 
An Old Fashioned Senator 





By George Wharton Edwards _ By poet See + demise “Ooaiiaia 
The invasion of Belgium destroyed buildings and other treasures Covers simply and informally every phase o enator illams 
that ‘on Boum be sak This book is gh vethoscaa record of long and notable career. He was Democratic leader in the House 
Belgium as it was before the war. Wonderfully beautiful.’ Illus-| when “Uncle” Joe Cannon was Speaker. Mr.  dodagerae Ao one 
trations in most delicate and artistic colors. Large volume. Made/} of the most effective supporters of President Wilson. is story 
to sell at $7.50. Our special price, $3.50, postpaid. of his life is a significant book. Illustrated. Price, $2.00, postpaid. 
FOR A SPECIAL FRIEND THIS IS FOR A MAN 
COMPANIONSHIP SKIPPY 
By Anne Campbell By Percy L. Crosby 
This book runs the whole gamut of the emotions and holds the This is a volume made up of the choicest of the famous “Skippy” 
mirror up to almost every angle of the daily experiences of the pictures which have appeared in “Life,” being the most popular 
average working American man and woman. Always humorous, feature of that magazine. Every one who knows “Skippy” laughs 
home-like and happy, Anne Campbell touches delicately on the deep-| at or with him. He is irresistible. The book is beautifully made, 
est things in life with infinite skill. A fine book for a present | many of the pictures in full color. Send a copy to a friend. Price, 
to a friend. Price, $1.25, postpaid. $2.00, postpaid. 


a aera 2 
A BOOK OF FINE SHORT STORIES 
THE HOLLY HEDGE 

By Temple Bailey 


A Christmas gift book containing five of Miss Bailey’s finest 
short stories. Printed on specially made paper; elaborately deco- 
rated in color. A book of permanent value ‘in any library. Price, 
$2.00, postpaid. 


SCHOOL RECORD BOOKS 


Beautiful books that any young person would take a delight in using to keep a record of years in school. Invaluable in after life. 
Fine gift books. Prices include postage. 


Happy School Memories.—Size 5%4x7%, inches. Handsome art Commencement Days.—Complete College Record Book. Printed 
fabrikoid binding; illuminated. Boxed. Price, $2.00. in two colors on tinted stock. Bound in blue silk cloth; gold 
stamped. Boxed. Price, $2.50. 
School Memory Book.—Handsomely printed in two colors on tinted My School Days.—-A record for academic days. Printed in colors 
stock. Size, 6x8% inches. Boxed. Illuminated fabrikoid binding. on tinted stock. Rose silk binding; gold stamped. Size, 644x914. 
$3.00; ooze leather, $4.00. Boxed. Price, $2.50. Same, illuminated fabrikoid, $4.00. 


SEND ALL ORDERS TO 
PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 
Richmond, Va. Texarkana, Ark.-Texas -- 
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Agencies of Church 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
Rev. J. D. LESLIE, D. D., 
Stated Clerk and Director of Vacancy and 
Supply Bureau. 
1207 Kirby Bldg., Dallas, Texas. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOR- 
EIGN MISSIONS 


Office: 156 Fifth Ave., 
No. Nashville, Tenn. 
EcBest W. SMITH, 
Executive Secretary. 
S. H. CHESTER, 
Advisory Secretary Foreign Correspondence 
and Editor. 
Jas. O. REAvis, 
Field and Candidate Secretary. 
Epw. D. GRANT, 
Education~l Secretary. 
H. F. iy <LLiaMs, 
Advisory Secretary “4 Home Develop- 
ment 
EpwIn F. Wiis, 
Treasurer. 
Box 330, Nashville, Tenn. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF HOME 
MISSIONS 


S. L. Morris, 
Executive Secretary, 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Homer McMILLAN, 
General Secretary, 
Atlanta, Ga. 
A. N. SHARP. 
Treasurer, 
101 Marietta St., Atlanta, Ga. 
Office: 101 Marietta St., Atlanta, Ga. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF PUB- 
LICATION AND SABBATH 
SCHOOLS 


Publishing House: 

6-8 N. Sixth St., Richmond, Va. 
R. E. MAGILL, 
Secretary and Treasurer, 
Box 1176, Richmond, Va. 
Western Branch: 
Texarkana, Ark.-Tex. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF CHRIS- 
TIAN EDUCATION AND MIN- 
ISTERIAL RELIEF 


410 Urban Building, Louisville, Ky. 
Henry H. SWEETs, 
Executive Secretary. 

H. W. McLAUGHLIN, 
Director of Country Churches. 
REV. RoBT. W. MILES, 
Student Seerctary. 
CHARLOTTE B. JACKSON, 
Life Work Secretaries. 
JOHN Stites, Treasurer, 
Cor. Fifth and Market Sts., 
Louisville, Ky. 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S STEWARD- 
SHIP COMMITTEE 


Office : 

415 Provident Building, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 
M. E. MELVIN, 
General Secretary, 
RosweE._.t C. LONG, 
Assistant Secretary. 


WOMAN’S AUXILIARY 
Office: 

273-277 Field Bldg., St. Louis, Mo. 
Mrs. W..C. WINSBOROUGH, 
Superintendent. 

Mrs. D. A. McMILLAN, 
Treasurer. 


MEN OF THE CHURCH 


Rev. J. E. Purcetu, Secretary, 
Provident Bldg., Chattanooga, Tenn. 





Trustees of General Assembly, Incorpo- 
rated, Charlotte, N. C. 
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WANT TO GIVE SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT? 


There are SO MAny 
PrettY and ATTRACTIve 
giF TS To be had 

FRom YOUR VERY oWn 
Mission Fields that 

oNE need not worry 
VERY long. 


Just sit down NOW 

and write TO 

MRS. R. G. Vance, 
Waynesboro, Va. 
Distributor for OUR 
inDUStrial mISSIon SChools 
in the ORient, 

And TEll her YOur wants. 
SHe has An aSSORTment 
of Many BEautiful and 
PRETTy tHINGS: 


BEads—iVORies, Jade, 
roCK crYSTal; 
CHInese RUgs— 

sO POPular now; 
LINens, woven BY 
deFT FingeRS; 
BRAsses, smELTed in 
KORean yards; 

faNS, with their 
ELUsive Charm; 

and THere are laCES, 
too, MANY pretty 
pattERNS maDE in 
our OWN schOOLS. 


WHen writiNG, 

speCIFy the thiNgs in 
wHICh you are 
parTICUlarly inTERESTED. 





COLLECTION ENVELOPES 
FIRST CALL 


Begin now to find out your needs 
for the coming year. 


YOU SAVE MONEY 
BY ORDERING EARLY 


Write at once for prices and cir 
cular giving full description. 


PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE 
OF PUBLICATION 


Richmond, Va. 
Texarkana, Ark,-Tex, 











9,000 Workers 


Good commission. 
logue and price list. 


GEORGE W. NOBLE, Publisher 
Chicago, Ill. 


Dept. 5-P, Monon Bldg., 


WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, 
and handsome velvet Scripture mottoes. 
Send for free cata- 














COTRELL & LEONARD 
Albany, N. Y. 
GOWNS 
For the PULPIT and CHOIR 


Information sent on request 































The thief in your 
church is Indifference. 
Indifference steals the 
congregation and _ the 
Sunday School. Indif- 
ference employs every 
modern method to entice 
church members and 
Sunday School scholars. 
He uses the park, play- 
ground, resort, automo- 
bile, movie, theatre, the 
gun and the rod—every- 
thing imaginable to steal 
the people from your 
church. 

You must take Advant- 
age of modern methods 
and overcome this great 
giant, Indifference. 

Indifference is your 
biggest competitor. Meet 
competition by creating 
and holding interest and 
enthusiasm. 


Hundreds, yes, thou- 


meet Indifference. 





—_-— 





sands, of churches and Sunday Schools have 
learned that there is nothing so successful 
as a Parish or Sunday School paper. A 
local paper gives strength and power to 


Your church or Sunday School can have 
its own local paper without cost if you fol- 
low our plan. In fact, you can make it a 
source of revenue. Ask for free samples of 
local parish papers and particulars regard- 
ing our plan. Does not obligate you. 










































The National Religious Press, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 
Send me free of charge full particulars. 
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imprint. 


have upon request. 


25 West 32np Sr. 


DO NOT BE MISLED 


A cheap Bible may prove an expensive one in the end. True 
economy will be found in selecting a Bible that is durably bound 
in real leather, and that is clearly printed on paper that will last 
as long as the binding. Be assured of securing a Bible that will 
give you satisfactory service by insisting on one with the Oxford 
You do not pay more because a Bible is an Oxford. 


1675-1925. THe First Oxrorp Biste Was PusuisHep 250 Years Aco. 


Oxford Bibles are Better Bibles 


A Bible for every purse and purpose 
will be found in the catalogue you may 


At your booksellers or the publishers 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY 


American Branch 
New Yorx 


PRESS 


EE EE EE EB SE RE ES 














Oxrorp University Press American Branch 
Dept sa 35 W. 32nd St., N. Y. 


Envlosed find ten cents (10c.) for which 
send me a copy of the wonderfully interesting 
book entitled The Bible Treasure Chest. 
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“The Sanitary” Individual Cups 


Communion 

Convenient, Noiseless and Sanitary 
The indi- 
vidual 
com m u- 
nion ser- 
vice per- 
mits an 
i m pres- .- 
sive ceremony. SENT FOR TRIAL 
We introduced individual cups (many 
state laws now demand them). 
We make the finest quality of beautiful 
polished trays and supply thousands of 
satisfied congregations. Send for list of 
these churches and Free Catalog with 


















resent 105 years’ practical organ 
building experience. 


ll Cathedral Tone 


MUDD ose nero rena ene ere. 
Wit HENRY PILCHER’S SONS 
SS Incorporated 

930 Mason Street, Louisville, Ky. 





FOLDING ORGANS 
PIPE TONE 


BILHORN TE : 





Sale 


28 Styles. Be- 
ginning with A. 


Send for Catalog. 
Makers of the fa- 
mous 8 and 5-ply 
Oak Cases, 


BILHORN BROS. 
126 West Lake St., 








quotations. Chicago, Ill 
SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO., eo - 
50C-57 Street Rochester, N. Y. 























































India Paper 
Pronouncing text 


Size 26x4%x% inch. 
ee It . itable . 
"ob a book.” q 
No other edition has received 
such unguali endorsement | 
by the religious press. 
Specimen tyge——— 
WV when Jé’sus was 
born in Béth’lé-hém 
of Ja-dz’a in the days of 




















GROWING IN POPULARITY 
EVERY DAY 
The largest and EASIEST TO READ 
type in a book of its size. 
SMALLEST TESTAMENT PRINTED 
FROM LARGE TYPE AND 
PRONOUNCING TEXT. 


To see it is to want it 


IT IS THE DAINTIEST LITTLE 
VOLUME MADE 


5014X. French Morocco Leather, 
exible limp, gold titles, round corners, 


red goldedges. . . - - an -25 
5015PX. French Morocco Leather, 
divinity circuit, overlapping covers, 
corners, red under gold edges, 

Psalm; included........- 1.50 


5036PX. Fine Grain Morocco, di- 

vinity circuit, leather linings to edge, 

silk sewed, red under gold edges, with 

RR C5 <a) PW eNie od 2.60 
ILLUSTRATED WITH COLORED PICTURES 
5814X. French Morocco Leather, 

limp, gold side title, round corners, red 

paw ok GEN MID ce die ese $1.40 

RED LETTER EDITION 

With the words of our Saviour printed in Red 
5014RLX. French Morocco Leather, 

flexible limp, gold side title on red 

panel, round corners, red under gold 


5015RLPX. French Morocco Leather, 
overlapping covers, flexible, gold side 
title on red panel, round corners, red 
under gold edges, with Book of 
Psalms included .-..------- 1.65 
5036RLPX. Sameas 5036PX, with 
Red Letter . . ie a 



















Ask your Bookseller or the publishers 


A. J. HOLMAN CO. 


1222-26 Arch Street, Philadelphia 








Merry Christmas 


and 
Healthy New Year 


O more than merely 

wish your friends a 
healthy, happy NewYear. eset 
Make it a healthy New qm” 
Year. Remember that a% 
the germs of tuberculosis 
are everywhere. You, 
your family, friends and 
strangers alike, are con- 
stantly threatened by this dread 
disease. There is only one sure escape. 
That is to stamp out tuberculosis 
entirely. 


It can be stamped out. The organ- 
ized warfare carried on by the tuber- 
culosis crusade has cut the tuberculosis 
death rate in half. Only one dies 
now where two died before. Christ- 
mas Seals helped to save the other 
life, for the sale of Christmas Seals 
finances the tuberculosis associations. 


Buy Christmas Seals. Buy as many 
as you can. They arethe sturdy little 
guardians of-your Merry Christmas 
and Healthy New Year. 


THE NATIONAL, STATE, AND LOCAL TUBERCULOSIS 
ASSOCIATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES 
















Stamp Out Tuberculosis 
with this 
Christmas Seal 
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Union Theological Seminary 
Richmond, Virginia 
W. W. MOORE, D. D. LL.D., President. 


Facilities and Equipment — Unexcelled 
Courses of Study—Rich and Strong 




















Beautifully en- 


Teaching—Vital and Forceful. 
graved Invitations 
& Announcements. 


WEDDINGS ee cssee: 


BOLAND ENGRAVING CO., 
931 F 8t., N. W., Washington, D. C. 








CHURCH FURNITURE 


Everything for Church and Sunday School 
use. From Factory to You. Finecatalog free. 
DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 

1137 South 4th St., Greenville, Illinois 





Boys and Girls 
Boys and Girls EARN XMAS MONEY 
sets AMERICAN CHRISTMAS SEALS. 
Sell for 10e a set. When sold, send us $3.00 
and keep $2.00. 

NEUBECKER, Dept. 115, 
961 E. 23d St., Brooklyn, N .Y. 





6646666665665 





WINSTON - INTERNATIONAL. 


TEACHERS’ BIBLES 


SELF-PRONOUNCING 


Containing References, a Concordance }*% 
and the most authoritative Aids to Bible 


Study. Printed in Black Face Type. |; 
Beautiful Bindings. 


Send for Illustrated Catalog 
THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Publishers 


2 Bible Headquarters 
235 WINSTON BUILDING PHILADELPHIA F 
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That so many Churches are without suffi- 
cient insurance and not properly safe- 
guarded against Fire, Lightning and Tornado. 
THE NATIONAL MUTUAL CHURCH IN- 
SURANCE COMPANY OF CHICAGO—In 
successful operation since 1898—furnishes 
protection AT COST upon easy annual pay- 
ments. No assessments; legal reserve for 
security of policy-holders same as_ stock 
company. 


No agents. Deal direct. 
and particulars, address 


HENRY P. MAGILL, Sect’y. & Mer. — 


For applications 


1509 Insurance Exchange, 








“ DEVOTIONAL 











Chicago, Ill. 


“And His name shall 
be called Wonderful’’—tsaiah 9:6 


Rev. Ropert L. Bett, D. D., Union Springs, Ala. 


And Wonderful it was—-that name that is above every other name, 
not only in this world, but that which is to come; that Name ‘at the very 
mention of which every knee shall ultimately bow and every tongue con- 
fess that He is Lord to the glory of God, the Father. 


Yes, indeed everything about Jesus was Wonderful. 


Wonderful the 


mystery of the Divine incarnation; wonderful the unicity of His stainless 
life; wonderful the mystery of His sacrificial death; wonderful the su- 
premacy and power over the grave; wonderful the transcendent nature of 
His imperial ascension; and possibly more wonderful still the superlative 


splendor of His coming again. 


Yes, He was WONDERFUL. 


And today after the centuries have slipped by and another Christmas 
season approaches we feel the thrill and the ecstacy of the glad tidings; 
and men and women and little children gather everywhere to sing His 
praises; to break their alabaster boxes of love and devotion at His feet: 
and render everywhere in His Name their deeds of goodwill and benefi- 


cence. 


For the Wonderful, the Imperial Christ still holds and steadies 


in the midst of the emergencies of life; still binds up the broken-hearted: 
still soothes the wounded spirit; still wipes the tears of the afflicted: and 
reaching down the centuries to be will one day take the sceptre of uni- 
versal dominion and reign forever over the vast Empire of the Eternal. 
It is the very glory of the church that it can reproduce and live over 


again the life of the Wonderful. 


pastor of the First Church of Selma, 


When the late Dr. Russell Cecil was 


a man of large interest though not 


a professing Christian said to me: “When I visit the city and see Doctor 
Cecil walking the sidewalk, I cross over where he is, that the shadow of - 


this Man of God may fall on me as a benediction.” 


I declare that men 


are walking close to the Wonderful when His shadow falling over men on 
the street, puts a prayer on their lips and an inspiration in their hearts. 


WE THANK THEE 


For the succes of the Men’s Con- 
ventions which have been held in the 
past. (Page 727.) 


For the spared lives of some of ovr 
missionaries in Africa who came 
near drowning recently. (Page 750.) 


For blessings on the hospital work 
in China, supplies furnished and 
other help given. (Page 750.) 


For the encouragement of the work 
at the Golden Castle Girls’ School. 
(Page 750.) 


For the Church erection Fund and 
the manv churches that are a result 
of it. (Pages 756-763.) 


For men like. J. W. Bachman and 
John Abner Harris. (Page 760.) 


WE PRAY THEE ° 


For the Church-wide Conference t» 
be held in Chattanooga, Dec. 1-3. 
(Page 727.) 

For the Men’s Conventions to be 
held in South Carolina and Texas 
during February. (Page 729.) 

That the church may rise to her 
responsibility in properly financing 
her Benevolent work. (Pages 736, 
738, 741.) 

For an especial blessing on the hos- 
pital work at Tsing-Kiang-Pu. (Page 
751.) 

For Lubondai, our new Station in 
Africa, that a great work may be 
done there. (Page 751.) 

That the Church may use the op- 
portunities in Florida to advance the 
kingdom and establish new churches, 
(Page 759.) 
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ART CALENDERS FOR 1926 


GIVE ONE OF THESE BEAUTIES AND BE REMEMBERED 

EVERY DAY IN THE YEAR 
A truly beautiful line of the ever popular boxed pad Calendars. 
real work of art. 


Every number a 
All the covers are in colors. Price, each, 50c, postpaid. 

No. 5894—Contentment Calen- 
dar. Fifty-four pages of cheer 
and helpfulness. Printed in 
black and red, on good paper. 
Boxed. 





No. 5895—Sunlit Road Calen- 
dar. Very bright and handsome. 
54 pages of selections. Printed 
in two colors. Boxed. 








No. 5896—Calendar Sunshine. 
As beautiful as its name. Ap- 
propriate sentiments for young 
and old. 54 pages. Boxed. 





No. 5899—Business Man’s Cal- 
endar. Brighten the whole year 
for a business friend with 
this beautiful gift. Radiates 
strength, warmth, character. 54 
pages. Boxed. 











No. 5897—Calendar of Cheer. 
from the artistic cover to the last leaf. 
colors throughout. 54 pages. Boxed. 


Joy is reflected 
In two 


No. 5897—Calendar of Cheer. Joy is reflected 
to use in continuing an old friendship or to be- 
gin a new one. Handsome, bright; printed in 


colors. Boxed. 54 pages. 
Send All Orders to 
* PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 


Richmond, Va. Texarkana, Ark.-Tex. 
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WHAT SHALL I GIVE FOR CHRISTMAS? 
THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 
IS 


A Popular Gift 
An Appropriate Gift 
A Helpful Gift 


An attractive Greeting Card will be sent with each Gift Subscription 
Use This Blank In Ordering 





PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY, 
Box 1176, RicHMonp, VA. 


Please send the PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY ----------------- years, beginning with 
WE witaweibniisnndabctigupodd issue, to: 
ne cee RRS ERT MER STE NEMO A oe Poe ee eee eae OR «FA a 
EERE fa oF SSPE CN TT SY ee ne ere SE CE 
hk) Fe RE EE ee a pA OS 5 A 2 


Please also send a Christmas card bearing my name, to the above address. 
I i aos al cree dans aieiniieanea weglpsinibchmiap bd wecenn a elite ia ie eee 
ne a ae TE RE SE One En een RLS ae Te ee 


$1.00 for single subscriptions; special club rate of 75 cents each for orders of 
three or more. 
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Their Christmas Vision 


MILDRED WELCH 


camp fire at the edge of the woods. Near by was a 

truck piled high with holly, spruce and cedar boughs. 

The three girls and three boys, full of laughter and 
high spirits, had built the fire and cooked the supper. 
But they still lingered, gaily jesting and teasing, with 
now and then a word or a smile from the older man, 
their friend and minister. 

It was that golden hour of a winter’s day between 
sunset and night. In its tender stillness, the happy voices, 
one by one, grew quiet. Under the long reaches of the 
trees the snow lay, turned in the soft light to amethyst 
and rose. The air was balmy, fragrant too, with the 
scent of pine and balsam blown on the breeze. Slowly 
the stars came out into a sky aglow with a soft bright- 
ness of light and flushed with fair colors of the rainbow. 

“T wonder,” the girl wirned to the minister, “if it 
wasn’t a night like this that the angels came to the shep- 
herds?” “Very like it, I should think. We could be- 
lieve we heard them even now, couldn’t we?” 

“Still through the cloven skies they came 
With peaceful wings unfurled.” 

“Parson”—it was their nzme for him. The boy’s 
voice was not- dreamy but strong and clear. “Suppose 
they did come—it does seem easy somehow to think it 
here. What would they say to us, this Christmas eve?” 

The smile that was always so wonderful to them, 
swept over his face. 


iu WAS Christmas eve and a little group sat about a 


“T think I know what the Angel of the Lord would 
say to the boys and girls of today. What do you think 
yourselves?” But they did not answer. From the 
shadow of the woods they gazed out beyond the hills 
snow-covered, to a sky that seemed to move in waves 
of pulsing light. Each young heart full of hopes and 
dreams looked out from each young face, uplifted and 
touched with awe, as if they too heard the scund of 
nearing wings. 

“Well, Mary?” he asked at last. The girl lifted shin- 
ing eyes. 

“Somehow, I think the Angel of the Lord would say 
something different—to us. I think he would point oui 
there, everywhere, where they don’t know even yet that 
Christ ever came at all, and he would say: ‘Go tell them 
that unto them was born on Christmas day a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto 
you’—And then we would see that he held in his hand, 
there in the clouds of bright glory—a Cross.” 

Again a silence fell and in it a look, swift, beautiful, 
transfiguring, passed like a flame from one to the other. 

“In those days,” he spoke very softly, as if to him- 
self, “shall young maidens see visions and young men 
dream dreams.” 

And the boys and girls looking at him saw his face 
as though an angel spoke to him and did not know 
God’s glory passing by, shone from their faces too. 
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The United Task of Our Church 


R. E. MAGILL, Secretary. 


certain definite obligations looking to the exten- 

sion of the Kingdom of God and has committed 
to the Executive Agencies the responsibility for the pro- 
motion of divisions of this United Task. 

Inc'uded in this responsibility is the matter of in- 
formin : the Church about the scope of each division, 
the prozram for accomplishing the task, financing 
the work and all administrative details connected with 
each de, .artment. In order that there might be no hurt- 
ful cciapetition in the effort to secure funds for the 
Assembly’s United Task and the work of the lower 
courts, that is, Synods and Presbyteries, a unified bud- 
get plan was evolved when the Systematic Beneficence 
Committee was created in 1910. 

Due regard was shown for the financial needs of every 
interest and a well balanced budget was sent down 
through Synods and Presbyteries to local churches. 
The theory of this plan is sound and the scheme is 
workable so long as it operates on the basis of “all 
for each and each for all.” Unfortunately, Southern 
Presbyterians are “just folks” and gradually there has 
crept into the plan a tendency to magnify the causes 
nearest home and to neglect the remote causes which in 
this case are Assembly Causes. The tabulation below 
illustrates this tendency in a most graphic manner: 


ig General Assembly of our Church has accepted 


automatically increased the quota of the Assembly 
Causes has not produced enlarged receipts. On the con- 
trary the income has been almost stationary for five 
years and it was over $200,000 less in 1925 than in 
1924. A Christian enterprise cannot “mark time,” it 
must either go forward or backward. A promotion 
agency to stimulate generous giving is maintained by 
the Assembly, and literature of a high degree of merit 
on the stewardship of possessions is produced and dis- 
tributed in generous quantities. 

The four Executive Committees were assigned in the 
annual budget for the present year $2,793,000. For 
the seven months from April 1st to October 31st they 
should have received seven-twelfths of this amount, or 
$1,629,250. Their actual receipts for the seven months 
were $722,102, or slightly under 26 per cent of the 
amount needed. 

This means that these agencies have been forced to 
borrow large sums to carry forward the work committed 
to them by the Assembly. They could do nothing else, 
for the workers must have their salaries, but the interest 
paid the banks would have supported a number of addi- 
tional workers. 

Unfortunately the usual self-denial week in November 
was omitted by order of the last Assembly, and a week 
in February was named in which an attempt will be made 


GIFTS OF OUR CHURCH FOR FIVE YEARS 
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1921 $4,500,000 $2,785,547 $1,273,259 
1922 4.500,000 2,325,637 1,221,252 
1923 4,750,000 2,254,046 1,327,944 
1924 4,750,000 2,506,867 1,493,156 
1925 4,750,000 2,288,024 1,433,984 


A study of this tabulation shows that there has been 
an encouraging advance in the total gifts, that the cur- 
rent expense fund, which includes new buildings, has 
gone up fifty per cent, that Local Causes, including 
Synodical and Presbyterial Missions and Orphanages, 
have gone forward splendidly and that our educational 
institutions have been generously remembered. 

It will be noted that all the causes which made such a 
fine advance were “local” as distinguished from the 
united task which is merged under the heading “Assem- 
bly Causes.” 

No one will say for a moment that too much was given 
for these “local” causes. On the contrary, all are 
agreed that more money could have been wisely used in 
these fields and in many cases adequate progress was 
not made because of lack of funds. All praise should 
be accorded for every advance that was made—but the 
scriptural injunction applies: “These things ye should 
not, have left undone.” 

We face the fact that an enlarged total budget which 
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$ 879,747 $6,230,659 $12,124,891 23 
789,77 6,271,402 11,743,725 20 
1,052,738 6,557,229 12,210,215 18 
1,092,230 8,099,188 13,964,416 18 
1,198,765 9,393,340 14,935,170 15 


to collect the deficit. We fear this will encourage tardy 
treasurers and careless subscribers to wait until the end 
of the Church year to pay their pledges. 

The Assembly’s agencies have never faced such oppor- 
tunities for enlarged service and never have the calls for 
reinforcements and for the relief of workers who are 
burning out their lives for us on the firing line been so 
imperative and compelling. 

Never in the history of our Church has there been 
such an offering of full-time service by the choicest of 
our young people. To these splendid young spirits we 
are forced to say “You are needed and other workers 
are falling in their tracks, while they await your com- 
ing, but the Church is not giving the money for your 
training or for your support.” 

Over seven hundred of our choicest young people have 
volunteered for Foreign Mission service and over fifty 
have been appointed and are ready to go, but the com- 
mittee is forced to say to thom, “We have no money with 
which to send out new workers.” ‘This, too, in the face 
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of the fact that the Church has been told that many of 
our devoted missionaries are committing a slow suicide 
in staying beyond their furlough periods and in trying 
to do the work of three or four people. 


Dr. Sweets’ Committee has had to refuse aid to scores 
of fine young people who wish to fit themselves for 
full time Christian service, because the Students’ Loan 
Fund is exhausted. The Assembly's Home Mission 
Committee and the Sabbath School Committee have most 
urgent calls on file for workers which, if answered, 
would place at least one hundred workers in fields 
where their services would be richly fruitful, but with 





aching hearts the answer goes back: 
because of lack of funds.” 

The responsibility for failure to answer all these im- 
perative calls rests upon the whole membership of the 
Church, not upon the agencies that are only servants 
of the Church. The present need is the prompt col- 
lection and immediate forwarding of all funds pledged 
for Assembly agencies. More important still is the need 
that the Church re-establish the habit of praying regu- 
larly for the workers who represent our Church and 
that our pastors resume the practice of preaching about 
the activities of our workers rather than about the im- 
personal, inanimate thing we call the “budget.” 


“Request declined 


International Golden Rule Sunday 


James I. Vance, D. D. 


ing the welfare of several thousand orphans in 

that zone of the world where wholesale massacres 
and deportations on a national scale were the order of 
the day a few years ago. 

It is not forgetting the orphans, to be sure. The 
life-saving work continues in the refugee camps on as 
large a scale as the available funds permit. And the 
vocational and character-building work goes on in the 
splendid institutions where Near East Relief is train- 
ing the future leadership of the New Near East. Boys 
and girls reach manhood and womanhood sooner there 
than here in the less hectic and less precocious West. 
Already contingents of hope are marching out of Syria 
and Corinth and Beirut and the huge industrial and 
agricultural orphanages of the Caucasus to mix and 
mingle with the life of the lands of the Near East, and 
become the seed wheat of a new and a better civiliza- 
tion. In these institutions they have been taught that 


N EAR EAST RELIEF is doing more than promot- 


Dr, Vance with the refugees at Salonica quarantine station, 


good will is better than hate, that service is the meas- 
ure of greatness, that brotherhood is God’s dream for 
mankind. The young people incarnating these ideals 
cannot but be felt in the tide of human events where 
their lot is cast, and the effect of it all must be the 
building of a better order in that part of the world. 

This is the splendid construction work which Near 
East Relief is doing today, out of material that had been 
thrown ott on the garbage heap of the world. It chal- 
lenges the admiration of all who love their fellow-men 
and long and look and toil and pray for human wel- 
fare. It deserves a generous and steady maintenance 
until its work is done. 

But International Golden Rule Sunday is more than 
the day on which to boost the interests of Near East Re- 
lief. It is that, to be sure, and it will be shabbily ob- 
served by those who are too niggardly to give some- 
thing to open a door of hope to a starving child. 

In addition to this, however, it is the day of nations, 
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too. It is sounding out the note of friendship among 
the peoples of the earth, How much the diplomats at 
Locarno were helped to the happy issue of their de- 
liberations because of the atmosphere created and fos- 
tered by the observance of International Golden Rule 
Sunday, we, of course, cannot tell, but that the spirit 
of the day cast its spell on that conference we may 
be sure. Thus around the cause of orphaned children 


the nations of the world are growing more friendly. 
And so once more it comes to pass that “a little child 
shall lead them.” 

Let us have a wide and sympathetic observance of 
Golden Rule Sunday in America, and let the churches 
lead the way, for Golden Rule religion is one thing on 
which Christendom has never split. 

t 


The Contribution of the Foreign-Born to the United 
States, by One of Them 


Rev. S. S. SpaRTHEY, Associate Rector, St. Paul’s 
Church, Richmond, Va. 


CCORDING to the 1920 census returns, there are 
A now living in the United States 36,398,958 peo- 

ple of foreign birth and their immediate descend- 
ants. Of these, 13,703,987 were born outside of the 
United States. On the face of these figures, we are 
becoming very rapidly nations within a nation, hence 
a modern Balkan Peninsula. We may express our 
thankfulness to the restriction of immigration recently 
put into effect, which, to our opinion, will reduce the 
burden of the country for at least two or more genera- 
tions. We must first assimilate the raw material we 
now have before a new supply be admitted into our 
midst. The present situation is an alarming one. We 
cannot consistently assume that the foreign-born popu- 
lation of this country is extremely dangerous politi- 
cally speaking, but such a big number we may assume 
that it is 4 social problem difficult to solve. 

Besides this astonishing number of foreign-born 
now crowding our cities and towns, there are also sev- 
enty-five languages spoken, with a daily or weekly news- 
paper. We must remember that though the Constitu- 
tion of the United States is the bugle sound of freedom, 
yet it is the Constitution upon which a nation was based, 
not nations. We must remember further that whenever 
freedom is perverted bv individualism and self-seeking, 
it soon becomes a subtle license that carries with it the 
seed of its ruin. The reason the foreign-born popula- 
tion has become a probJem is that the natives have neg- 
lected their duty to their neighbors, especially the Chris- 
tians; always forgetting the words of the writer of the 
Letter to the Hebrews: “Be not forgetful te entertain 
strangers; for thereby some have entertained angels un- 
awares.” The foreign-born element is affecting the 
American life in all its departments, especially the bio- 
logical and social. This makes the problem a challenge 
to the Christians of all churches to do what is possible 
to keep the foreign-born within the compass of Chris- 
tianity, for if neglected further, they will add much to 
the deterioration of the present status. It would be much 
better to make a hundred per cent Christians rather 
than a hundred per cent Americans out of the strangers 
now crowding our doors. 

It is obvious that many attempts have been made to 
reach the ‘foreign-born with little success—so far. These 
attempts, of course, were largely civic with some results, 





but there is something lacking.. The Americanization 
now going on in the schools will prepare the boys and 
girls of foreign parents to find their way into the new 
environment. They are the future fathers and mothers 
of this country as much as any native born child is. 
The children of the foreign-born are raised with very 
little moral and religious education, because of the an- 
tagonism of their parents. The majority of foreigners 
have a slight idea about the religious life of America. 
They have their native religion but it cannot reach and 
hold the new generation. They do not understand the 
language and despise the old customs with which their 
parents’ religion is connected. ‘There are a very few 
Sunday schools organized among them. A compara- 
tively small number of children receives any religious 
training and still less number of children attend any 
of the Protestant Sunday schools. ‘This is the real 
problem which is serious from the point of view of the 
future of the nation. : 


According to a recent experiment, the foreign-born is 
below the average intelligence. They do not contribute 
very much to the American intelligence. To illustrate 
this point we shall refer to Dr. Harry Laughling’s recent 
discovery. Dr. Laughling is director of the Eugenic 
Bureau of the Carnegie Institution. He gives us the 
following conclusion: Out of the 13,920,692 men of 
foreign birth only 11.3 per cent make any definite con- 
tribution to our American intelligence. Twenty-six per 
cent are of the average intelligence; 800,000, or sixty- 
two percent are below the average capacity of intelli- 
gence and general developmnet. 

What reason can be given for this fact? Of course, 
the cause is obvious. It is due to the undeveloped ele- 
ment of the foreign-born stock that has migrated to 
this country. In their native countries they have no 
opportunity to develop themselves, and when they come 
to this country, they fall into the path of struggle for 
life, thus they remain undeveloped. Many among them 
are so illiterate that they cannot even sign their names. 
Most of them are slightly educated. What do we ex- 
pect from such a stock? Apparently loss and not gain. 

But in spite of this dark picture, there are certain 
dennite contributions the foreign-born is making to the 
making and keeping of America. The first one we 
iggest is the biological. He is contributing to the in- 
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tegrity of the stock. The student of eugenics and social 
science knows that our “primitive” American stock is 
rapidly passing away. This does not mean the Red, but 
the Anglo-Saxon and Nordic stock. America is the 
most heterogeneous country in the world. Its population 
is becoming more and more complex as it grows. It is 
more complex now than twenty-five years ago. This 
looks very serious but we think it will save the coun- 
try from stock deterioration. 

The history of the great nations of antiquity indicates 
that their downfall was largely due to the decay of the 
stock—new blood was lacking in the veins of the old 
weakened race. An homogeneous people cannot last 
very long. The best illustration of this is to be found 
in the Hebrew stock. Their national and racial con- 
sciousness “of chosen people” has led them to refuse 
intermarriage, thus it is dying out. Professor Flinder 
Petrie, of the University of London, a genius in social 
and eugenic science, claims (with convincing facts), that 
“to keep a nation from deterioration, a mixture of race 
is the only necessity. A nation’s culture lasts as long 
as the stock is sound, which is between 1,300-1,500 
years.” If this is true, the foreign-born population of 
America will be its saviour, and is really making it 
stronger rather than weakening it, as it appears on 
the surface. 

This is illustrated by the present condition of foreign- 
born families. Feeble-mindedness, for instance, is very 
rare among these people, while it is becoming a serious 
problem among the natives. A recent statistic shows 
600,000 known cases of feeble-mindedness in this coun- 
try. The foreign-born stock holds very well at present. 
Their children are intelligent, while they themselves are 
not. The old generation of foreign-born is passing away 
and a new cne is emerging out of it. They leave us a 
sound but undeveloped stock. They are the future fath- 
ers and mothers of America. They must be educated, 
but above all, must be Christianized. This is a work 
for Christian America and those who love home and 
country. No other force or organization can do it. 
Certainly politics can not. 

The other contribution the foreign-born is making to 
this country is the integrity of the family. The con- 
dition of the American family since the War is an 
alarming one. The increase of crime is traced to the 
lack of family life of the criminal. The three great 
institutions of the nation are the Family, the Church 
and the School. These three join together and give us 
the Government. The most optimistic observer cannot 
fail to see that the old American family is disorgan- 
ized, the reason of which cannot be sighted here; suffi- 
cient to say that what we both, foreign-born and natives, 
are enjoying is the product of the old American family. 
The ideas and ideals of freedo:: and government grew 
in the garden of the American family. The progress 
of this nation is the result of the legacy of the American 
family. All great characters who have paved the way 


to progress were the fruits of the American family. 
What conclusion can one draw from the present situa- 
tion about the future? The blossom of the past genera- 
tion is the fruit of the present, and the fruit of the 
present contains within it the seed of the future. 

To this condition the foreign-born stands as a fortress, 
holding his family solid. Speaking from personal ob- 
servations, there are very few broken families among 
them. But this is also true, that they rapidly copy 
our customs and vices, especially of our lower classes 
with whom the foreign-born first becomes acquainted. 
Many of the foreigners lose their home consciousness 
because they are encouraged by some lawyer or some 
other such a person. Here is where the Christians can 
protect their foreign-born neighbors. The average for- 
eigner has a slight or no knowledge of our: religious 
and social life, and many of them, if asked, give the 
most pessimistic answers about American Christianity 
and customs. This is natural. They have no inter- 
course with better classes of natives but with lower, 
and they judge the whole from that point of view. The 
natives are to be blamed for this, because they have 
neglected and often despised the foreign-born. It is 
a mistake to think that the foreign-born has no re- 
ligion. He has, but it is dying out. Something has 
to be done for the new generation who are raised with- 
out any, or a very slight touch of it. 

We may suggest some concrete ways the Christians 
may help their foreign-born neighbors: The first and 
most important thing is to protect the foreign-born from 
exploitation. Many have come to my attention where 
they have fallen prey to some doctor or lawyer or 
business man, so called. This will help you to estab- 
lish a point of friendly contact with them. If you gain 
their confidence you can do anything with them. Do 
not try to make them members of your particular branch 
of the church, but keep them Christians. Tell them 
about Christ before you ask them to join your church. 
If they refuse to come to your church with you, take 
their children in a tactful manner to the church. The 
children will open a way for you to reach the parents. 

Besides the proiecting care of the natives, the foreign- 
born is challenging our American sympathy and toler- 
ance. Charges have been brought against us again 
and again with some truth that we are an intolerant 
class of people. We must accept the accusation with a 
good nature and try to learn from it. Show the foreign- 
born that you are interested in him and his family; 
remembering always that we all are pilgrims and strang- 
ers in this earth. We all desire a new country whose 
maker and builder is God. Let us avoid false patriot- 
ism, fearing that this country is in danger and there- 
fore must be guarded. America does not need guard 
but guide to development. It is not something static, 
but a growing democracy with its foundations firmly 
based on the Fatherhood of God and the Sonship of 
Man. This shall never fail. 
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Manifesto From the Educational Association 


Donald W. Richardson, of Nanking, China: 

“I know that people at home are interested in 
the present upheaval in China, especially in so far as 
it affects missionary work; and so I am sending this 
Manifesto from the Educational Association of Kiangsu, 
Chekiang and Hupeh.” ‘This article declares that for- 
eign missions are poisoning China; and then proceeds 
as follows: 

“During the last few decades of the defunct Manchu 
Dynasty, the foreign imperialists and capitalists, with 
their missionaries as their vanguard, penetrated into our 
interior cities, and owing to our weakness in modern 
military and technical sciences, we suffered one national 
disgrace after another. The chief preaching of the 
foreign missionaries is love and brotherhood; but they 
have brought to our midst the poison in the form of 
mission schools and colleges, which are the centres for 
the distribution of their poisonous teachings and preach- 
ings in China. In view of their success, Japan also 
demanded the right of missionary propaganda in this 
country as one of her twenty-one demands. Chinese 
students attending such mission institutions have been 
forced to accept their religious doctrine and must pray 
every morning and evening. This missionary teaching 
suppressed the patriotic sentiments of the Chinese stu- 
dents who are not at liberty to make free thoughts and 
ideals. This is the chief reason why the nation is now 
in such a helpless condition and in order to crush capi- 


W E HAVE the following communication from Rev. 


talism and imperialism in our midst, we must now 
first put an end to the existence of poisonous foreign 
mission institutions in China. If this is done, it will 
be easy for the mission schools to perish and foreign 
imperialism to lose its influence in China. After issu- 
ing the above proclamation, the members of the Edu- 
cational Associations called a special meeting to con- 
sider the matter. As we urge students to withdraw 
from Wesley College and other foreign schools on ac- 
count of the Patriotic Movement, we have decided to 
grant them certificates so that they may be admitted 
into the various government schools or colleges, accord- 
ing to their own standing.” 


This is only a sample of the kind of propaganda 
which is now flooding the country, and the indications 
are that there are troublous times ahead of mission 
work. We can never tell, however, what changes may 
be brought about in a few weeks’ time, and our Mis- 
sion Schools are planning to open on schedule time. 
The Church at home ought to be much in prayer 
with and for us during these days. This would seem 
to be the hour of China’s supreme need, and therefore 
the Church’s opportunity. There is no use to write 
you anything of the present political situation, it is 
chaotic in the extreme, but what the issue will be you 
friends at home can prophesy as clearly as we who 
are in the midst of it. There is at present absolutely 
no danger to us foreigners. 


’ 


World Conference on Narcotic Education 


(Introductory Statement: We gladly give space to 
these proposed resolutions to be introduced in the next 
Congress by Representative W. L. Lineberger, of Cali- 
fornia, as a means of calling the attention and appeal- 
ing for the support of our people for the movement 
described in the resolutions. -The development of an 
intelligent world sentiment in regard to this question 
must precede any effective measures of preventing the 
evil through legislation or otherwise.) 

Resolved, That a World Conference on Narcotic Edu- 
cation shall be held in the City of Philadelphia about 
the third week in June, 1926. 

Resolved, That the League of Nations be requested to 
call a conference of the Opium Committee, the Mixed 
Sub-Committee of the Health Committee, and the Ad- 
visory Committee on the Traffic in Opium, and such 
other organizations as our President shall deem proper, 
to meet at the same time and place with educational 
agenda only. 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
requested to invite the Governments of the world to 
join with our Government in participation. 


Resolved, That Congress be requested to make an 
appropriation for a fitting participation of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. 


Resolved, That the press, the pulpit, the motion pic- 
tures, the radio, educational officials, federal, state, local, 
civil, religious, educational, patriotic and other con- 
structive organizations and institutions be requested to 
co-operate. Be it further 

Resolved, That the President of the International 
Narcotic Education Association, with the advice and 
consent of the Executive Committee, is hereby authorized 
to appoint committees and take other steps deemed 
necessary or advisable to carry out the provisions of 
this resolution. 
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New Books We Have Read and Liked 


Because it is a time of giving gifts, we would like 
to briefly mention a few new books which we have re- 
cently read and thoroughly enjoyed. Any one of them 
would make an ideal Christmas gift, and I most heartily 


recommend them.—S. L. V. 
ONE INCREASING PURPOSE 

By A. S. M. Hutchinson. Little, Brown & Co. $2.00 

This is the well-known author’s latest novel, perhaps 
his best. It is most interesting from beginning to end. 
The hero of the story is “Sim” Paris, an Englishman, 
whose war experiences have changed his outlook on life. 
As time after time during the war his companions are 
taken and his life spared, there comes to “Sim” the 
question, ‘“‘Why is my life spared?’ After the war the 
question haunts him more than ever. Doing the seem- 
ingly foolish thing of relinquishing his captainship in 
the army, he comes home with no job and no plans for 
his life, much to the disgust of his two brothers. Through 
the influence of his brother, who has succeeded in busi- 
ness, he secures a position, but still dissatisfied and 
haunted by the old question, he spends his last penny 
in the purchase of an old country place where he goes 
to be alone with his thoughts. An old friend, Elizabeth 
Glade, whom he finally marries, is just the type young 
woman a man in “Sim’s” position would need to en- 
courage him. In the home of a country minister, where 
he now often visits, is an atmosphere which leads him 
on and helps him in finding the “One Increasing Pur- 
pose” of his life. The members of that home think 
“K. H. Kindness” (Kingdom of Heaven kindness), the 
only kind worth while. Sim succeeds as an author, but 
that success does not satisfy. In helping to straighten 
out a domestic muddle, Sim preaches his first sermon to 
his own brother, wins him and realizes that happiness 
cannot come to him through ‘is writings, as he had 
hoped, but “I knew it was myself, no book, must go 
to people as these had come to me.” 


BORDERLANDS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN 
By J. Gray McAllister. (Attractively Illustrated) 
Presbyterian Committee of Publication. $2.50. 

Introduction to this charming book was written by Dr. 
Walter W. Moore, President of Union Theological Semi- 
nary. From this introduction, we quote the following, 
which shows the high place in which the volume is held 
by Dr. Moore: “The Mediterranean Sea is the most 
richly embroidered body of water on the globe. About 
one of the Mediterranean lands more books have been 
written than about any other country of equal area on 
earth. Many of the hundreds of the books thus written 
are of little or no value, and one reason is that the 
authors themselves have but a meager and superficial 
knowledge of the country and its history. What a trav- 
eler brings back from the Holy land depends on what 
he takes to it. The best books on the subject are 
written by men who have spent years in the careful 
study of it before going to Palestine. 

“Dr. McAllister has not only been steeped in the choic- 
est literature on the subject from his boyhood, but for 
twenty years has been teaching the geography and his- 


tory of Bible lands—teaching them with ever-increasing 
enthusiasm and ever-enlarging knowledge. With this 
ample preparation and with his rare felicity of expres- 
sion, he has written a really fresh and suggestive book, 
presenting vividly the salient features of the ancient 
history of the land and bringing the story down to the 
present time, showing us, for instance, what Palestine is 
like since the World War. The volume is copiously illus- 
trated. In short, it is good value from every point of 
view, and it is commended cordially to all Bible students 
and to all general readers as well who appreciate re- 
liable information attractively presented.” 
The book would make an ideal Christmas gift. 


KEEPER OF THE BEES 

By Gene Stratton-Porter. Doubleday, Page & Co. $2.00. 

This book was written just before Mrs. Porter met 
her tragic death by an electric car-automobile accident 
in Californ‘a. The hero of this book is also a soldier, an 
American. In a government hospital, he overhears the 
doctors give up hope for his recovery and their plan to 
send him to a tubercular hospital. He runs away, and 
immediately enters upon a great adventure. As “The 
Keeper of the Bees” his health returns, and with it hap- 
piness. In addition to a most pleasing novel, one learns 
from the reading of this book some interesting facts 
about bees. 


THE GLASS WINDOW 
By Lucy Furman. Little, Brown & Co. $2.00. 

A sequel to “Quare Women.” The scene is laid in the 
Kentucky mountains; time, about twenty-five years ago. 
In “The Glass Window” two of the “quare women” find 
their fates, one a young doctor from the Blue Grass, and 
the other a young man of the hills. 


THE LIFE OF WOODROW WILSON 
By Josephus Daniels. John C. Winston Co. $2.50. 
The book is well written in a most interesting style. 
It gives a glimpse into the atmosphere of the Southern 
Presbyterian parsonage in which Wilson grew up, show- 
ing that the years of preparation had much to do with 
the administration. Dr. Daniels was Secretary of the 
Navy during the Wilson administration, this position, of 
course, affording him the opportunity to know the War 
President at the most crucial time of his life. 


SIX MARKS OF A CHRISTIAN 
By ALLAN P. SHATFORD 

The John C. Winston Co., Publishers. $1.00 Postpaid 
The Six Marks of a Christian, presented by Dr. Shat- 
ford in this little book, are Loyalty, Courage, Patience, 
Humility, Freedom, Generosity. Each chapter is a “re- 
markable talk on practical Christianity,” and one will 
be refreshed and encouraged from the reading of them. 
Splendid for use in devotional talks, and will aid one 
in presenting the real principles of Christianity.— 





this magazine when writing. 





“I LIKE TO TRADE THERE” 


We say this of the store where courtesy and quality are combined. 
Before accepting an advertisement for the SURVEY, the quality of the 
goods offered are investigated, and the courtesy of the personnel assured. 
You make no mistake in dealing with SURVEY advertisers. 
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The new Prayer Calendar for 1926 is ready and it is 
the most artistic edition yet is- 
sued. The list of workers to 
be remembered in prayer is the 
most complete yet published and 
it will greatly hearten these self-sacrificing servants of 
the church to know they are being remembered daily by 
a great host of church members. Last year we printed 
25,000 copies to meet an expected demand. More than 
7,000 were left on our hands, indicating there was a big 
drop in the number of persons who were praying daily 
for a blessing upon our workers and for the progress of 
the Kingdom. We are printing 25,000 for 1926 and 
we earnestly hope they will be distributed and used. 

The Calendar makes an ideal Christmas gift and we 
enclose a Christmas greeting card with every copy or- 
dered for this purpose. The price is the same as last 
year, 15c per copy postpaid. Order from Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication, Richmond, Va., Texarkana, 
Ark.-Tex. 


The Prayer 
Calendar for 1926 


~~ 0--— - 


The Department of Christian Education has issued, for 
convenience of churches, schools, 

A Book of and homes, a book of the best 

Christmas Carols standard Christmas Carols. 

The price is only 25 cents per 

copy, or $2.50 per dozen. Order a copy and sing these 

songs in the home during the Christmas season. 

—O-———_ 


For several years the Executive Committee of Christian 
Education and Ministerial Re- 
‘*Till The 


lief has been issuing a program 
Day Break’’j for use as a Consecration Service 
on the Sunday nearest Christ- 
mas. The title of the 1925 Service is “Till the Day 
Break,” and if possible, it is more interesting and at- 
tractive than former programs. It was prepared by 
Miss “Mildred Welch,” and we know that that fact 
alone means it is a beautiful service. “Till the Day 
Break” is built around Song of Solomon 4:6, “Until 
the day break and the shadows flee away, I will get me 
to the mountain of myrrh and to the hill of frankin- 
cense.” The purpose of this Christmas Service is the 
enlistment of Life and Service for Jesus Christ, and suffi- 
cient copies for those taking part in it will be sent free 
of charge to any of our churches and Sunday Schools de- 
siring it. 
ee 6 eed * 
In keeping with the Four Hundredth Anniversary of 
the printing of William Tyn- 
dale’s translation of the New 


Universal Bible 


Sunday Testament, the Topic for Uni- 
versal Bible Sunday is on that 
subject. The object of Universal Bible Sunday, as ex- 


plained by the American Bible Society, is not to ask 
for an offering, but for a hearing; not to solicit contri- 
butions, but to ask for a presentation of the Bible cause. 
The American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York will gladly furnish free literature on the sub- 
ject, or it can be secured from Rev. M. B. Porter, Sec- 
retary, Richmond, Va. Universal Bible Sunday falls on 


December 6th this year. Following the custom of past 
years, many of the pastors of our churches will use the 
Bible Society topic as the subject of their morning ser- 
mons. 
es © seemed 

At the Stockholm Conference on Life and Work, a re- 
port of which was given in the 
November Survey, the attitude 
of the Church on the subject of 
war and the influence the 
Church might exert for world peace, was one of the 
live topics which came in for discussion under the head 
of International Relations. Perhaps the most impres- 
sive speech on the subject was made by Bishop Brent, 
cf New York. At the conclusion of his speech he made 
this optimistic statement: “The Christian Church can, 
if i will, rule out war and rule im peace in a genera- 
tion. I may be a fool to believe this, but if I am, I 
am God’s fool,” 


Bishop Brent 
On War 


———_0-—— 


Prohibition sentiment is growing in Germany. In one 
week some 460,000 Germans re- 
cently signed their names in 
favor of local option, and the 
list was presented to the Reichs- 
tag. At the Stockholm Conference, Doctor Gonser, of 
the University of Berlin, summed up the prohibition 
situation in Germany as follows: “Germany is, accord- 
ing to an inquiry recently made by the International 
Bureau Against Alcoholism, twenty-second on the list 
of drinking nations. We organized in May, 1925, in 
all Germany an anti-alcohol week to which the organs 
of the evangelical churches gave their most cordial ad- 
hesion. On Sunday of that week, the alcohol question 
was discussed by the pastors in thousands of churches. 
During the week meetings were held in every part of 
the country. The common point of all these meetings 
and of the educative propaganda was local option. We, 
of Europe, feel fortified in our endeavors to find the 
best means of fighting against alcoholism, for we know 
that hardly any other exterior agency is such a source 
of temptation and of dangers, is so able to desecrate 
the name of God, to prevent the advent of His Kingdom 
and cause man to transgress the laws of his Saviour.” 
—_Q-——_— 


In 1920 a Sunday School library was started in Syria. 
The nucleus was the gift of 
twenty-five books from _ the 
World’s Sunday School Associa- 
tion in New York City. Rev. 
George H. Scherer, of Suk-el-Gharb is the Sunday 
School Secretary for Syria and the representative of the 
World’s Sunday School Association in that field. Mr. 
Scherer reports that the library now contains 235 volumes 
of a general nature with an additional 200 Bible study 
text-books. There are likewise files of the Religious 
Education Journal and of other weekly and monthly 
periodicals. ‘Twenty-five periodicals are received regu- 
larly in the office of the Syria Sunday School Commitee 
in Beirut. There is a plan by which books are loaned 
to workers all over Syria and the results are encouraging. 


Prohibition in 
Germany 


Sunday School 
Library in Syria 
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Christian Education and Ministerial Relief 
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A Lasting Christmas Gift 


most useful present. 


comfort and happiness to others! 


Building, Louisville, Ky. 
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At this season of the year every one is wondering what will make the 


What could be a better gift than one which will give happiness to the 
recipient all through life, and then continue its usefulness in bringing 


Why not present your daughter, son, wife or husband, or friend, with 
a Life Annuity Bond? Every six months the recipient, when cashirg the 


annuity check, will remember the donor with lovirg appreciation. A bet- - 
ter gift can hardly be chosen. 

If you are looking for a suitable ard valuable Christmas present, 
write for information to Rev. Henry H. Sweets, Secretary, The Executive 


Committee of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief, 410 Urban 





“Till the Day Break” 


HIS Christmas Service is sent out to all our 

Churches and Sunday Schools desiring it, entirely 

free of cost or of any obligation in connection 
with it. Its purpose is the enlistment of Life and 
Service for Jesus Christ. But since the General Assem- 
bly has designated the month of December for the study 
of and gifts to the cause of Christian Education and 
Ministerial Relief, those churches sending an offering 
for our disabled ministers and the widows and orphans 
of those who have died, will bring joy and comfort into 
these shadowed homes and great encouragement to the 
Committee. » 


We are quoting below from a few of the letters re- 
ceived at our office concerning the presentation of last 
year’s Christmas pageant: 


“We had this exercise last night. It was a joy and 
satisfaction to us all. A number said that it was by 
all odds the most beautiful and satisfying program of 
its kind they had ever seen. It met the situation ex- 
actly and we were all delighted and thankful for it. I 


felt that I wanted you to know our experience and the 
appreciation we feel.” 

“JT wanted you to know that last night our church 
presented the pageant, ‘And Kings Shall Come,’ and it 
was a great success. Many of our people said there had 
never been anything like it in this church. We followed 
the directions for the pageant entirely, and had a beau- 
tiful setting and lighting effect, with about seventy-five 
characters, all robed, and the program went through 
without a hitch before a crowded congregation—in fact, 
the church was full and there was ‘standing room only’ 
available. 

“I want to congratulate you and your committee upon 
the publication and distribution of this splendid pageant. 
Such a service as this makes a vital and lasting im- 
pression upon the young people of the church, and it 
likewise, I believe, serves as a great sermon for older 
people.” 

“The house was packed, and this was sa‘d to be the 
best pageant we have ever had in our church.” 

“I think ‘And Kings Shall Come’ is one of the best 
programs ever sent out by your Committee. It was very 
impressive and I pray that its rendition in other places 
was productive of a deepening of the spiritual life of all 
who took part, as I believe it was here in our church.” 
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“On This Day Was Born Christ Jesus” 


On this day was born Christ Jesus, very early, ere ’twas light, 
Shepherds watching by the sheepfolds saw a wondrous vision bright; 
For the gates of Heaven were opened, and from out their portals fair 
The angelic song of seraphs floated down the morning air. 


So forever and forever shall this Christmas day be glad, 

And with ivy and with holly are our homes and churches clad; 
Lordly palace, humble cottage, both alike are blithe and gay, 
For this glory be to Jesus, who was born on Christmas day. 


In his palace sat King Herod, and his face was stern and grim, 
For there came three Eastern sages, and they wanted news from him 
Of a King all kings surpassing, for His star appeared to them, 
And across the golden desert had they sought Jerusalem. 


Scribe and priest before the King straight their ancient scrolls unroll, 
And they found it had been written by prophetic seer of old 

That in Bethlehem of Judah, of a Virgin should be born, 

From the line of good King David, Christ, to save this world forlorn. 


Then rejoice with Magi and shepherd, at the good news angels bring; 
Lift on high your Alleluias, songs and carols let us sing, 
Rich and poor, and young and aged, raise to Heaven your joyful lay, 
For ’tis glory be to Jesus, who was born on Christmas day. 


Better Than A Will 


Money left in wills may never reach the person or 
institutions to which it is willed. Many wills have been 
broken and moreys intended for certain purposes have 
been diverted in far different directions. Dr. Holmes, 
in “Parson Turrel’s Legacy.” tells of a legacy given to 
Harvard College that caused a great deal of trouble. 
and in concluding the story the Doctor says: 


“God bless you, getlemen! learn to give 

Money to colleges while you live. 

Don’t be silly and think yowll try 

To bother the colleges when you die 

With codicil this and codicil that, 

That knowledge may starve while law grows fat— 
For there never was a pitcher that wouldn't snill, 
And there’s always a flaw in a donkey's will.’ 


To prevent the breaking of wills and consequent diver 
sion of legacies; and to give Christians of limited means, 
who are unable to give during their lifetime as they 
would like to do because they need a sure income for 
their own support; and help out others of larger means 
who anticipate the coming “rainy days,” and enable them 
to be doing good with their means whether small or 
great while they live, as well as after they are gone, the 
Executive Committee of Christian Education and Minis 
terial Relief will receive the money and pay them a 
life annuity, based on the age of the donor and continue 
paying such annuity as long as the donor lives, and on 
his death the money given for the Annuity Bond goes 
to the aged ministers. With a bond, money never can 
be diverted, and always goes where the donor desires 
it to go. 


For further information, address Rev. Henry H. Sweets, 
Secretary, 122 S. Fourth Avenue, Louisville, Ky. 





—Old Breton Melody. 


How Much 
Do You Love Old Ministers? 


It is a beautiful thing to have children express their 
passionate love for their parents. One day a group of 
little girls were telling each other how much they loved 
their mothers, and it was interesting to hear how strongly 
they expressed their devotion. Finally one of them said, 
“I love my mother so much I would die for her.” 

Perhaps the child thought she was telling the exact 
truth, but a lady, who had heard the lively declarations 
of love, said to this little girl very kindly, “It seems 
very strange to me that a little girl who loves her mother 
enough to die for her, doesn’t love her enough to wash 
the dishes for her.” 

A great many people express the profoundest respect 
and the most ardent affection for their spiritual instruc- 
tors, and are always willing to show them any kindness, 
and yet when these same ministers become disabled from 
service and are forced to resign their charges, and their 
families are left without home or salary, we are forced 
to ask the question with great sadness of heart: How 
much do you really love them, and how grateful are you 
to them for all they have done for your spiritual wel- 
fare? 

Hearken to the words of the beloved old apostle John, 
when he was about rounding out almost a century of 
faithful service! He is speaking to you, dear reader: 

“Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He 
laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren.” 

If we should have this love for our brethren, what 
should we do for them when they need our help, and 
especially for our old ministers who have been the loving 
and faithful ambassadors of God to our undying souls? 

Query—Take it to the throne of grace. 
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Three Gifts 


Along the road to Bethlehem, 
Three Kings had traveled far, 

By night and day, a weary way, 
They followed Jesus’ star. 


Along the road to Bethlehem, 
Three gifts the wise men bore, 
To offer when they knelt to pray, 
To worship and adore. 
Along the road to Bethlehem 
They never turned aside, 
For naught could tempt them from their quest, 
On that first Christmas-tide. 


They found the little manger bed, 
They found the Child divine, 

They laid their three good gifts before 
That holy, humble shrine. 


Gold was for glory and for love, 
Incense for worship true, 

Myrrh for the service of their hearts, 
Pledged for a whole life through. 


O take the road to Bethlehem, 
And travel it today, 

And take three gifts within your hands 
Before that shrine to lay. 


Give love unending, worship sweet, 


Give service, as of old, 


And these shall be Thy Christmas gifts 
Of incense, myrrh and gold. 


Why Not Try It Y ourself ? 


FRIEND recently sent a check to the office for 

two copies of Christmas Carols. In her letter she 

wrote: “I am getting these Christmas Carols— 
one for my two daughters, and one for myself, to keep 
on our Radio tables. It will be beautiful to follow these 
glorious songs as we get them so wondrously out on the 
glad still air, over the Radio at Christmas time. Am 
so glad you have them all so nicely arranged.” 

This is a splendid idea, and we want to broadcast 
it to others who may desire to “listen in” and possibly 
join in the singing of these beautiful Christmas hymns 
and carols through which many pilgrim souls have 
poured out their heart’s devotion, their longing, their 
love and adoration. 


There are many homes without a Radio, but the 
parents and children, neighbors and friends could gather 
about the piano to learn and sing these hymns. There 
are groups of young people who might sing these carols 
throughout the community, thus bringing happiness and 
cheer to many “shut-ins” as their lovely harmonies float 
out on the wintry air. 


Let us all be filled with the true Christmas spirit— 
of love, gratitude and service. 


Order the book of Christmas Carols from the office, 
410 Urban Building, Louisville, Ky., at 25 cents a 
copy or $2.50 per dozen. 


PROGRAM FOR THE CIRCLE MEETING 


HyMNn 





N. 


<i 


——o 
/ 


REaDING—‘“Three Gifts.” 


SoLo— 


(Pmmereicg ¥ 


otherwise have it? 
CLOSING PRAYER. 


Diccussion—What can the members of this Circle do 
to bring Christmas cheer to those who would not 


“Hark the Herald Angels Sing.” 
ScRIPTURE ReEADING—TIsaiah 9:1-7. 
helps see Prayer Page.) 
PrayER—That we may walk close to the Wonderful 

and receive the blessings therefrom. 
(See page 721.) 
Story—Their Christmas Vision. 
told by a young girl.) 


(For devotional 


(Page 711). To be 





NotTe:—Decide on some definite piece of service that 


your Circle can do at this time. 


Remember that very 


little things, if done in the right spirit, are great in God’s 


sight. 
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A Christmas Prayer in Verse 


Stay, dear Christmas Child, with me! 


Teach me how to be like Thee. 


Help me have the loving mind 


That can not hold a thought unkind. 


Let me be a sunbeam cheery, 


Lighting places dark and dreary. 


Or like the Christmas Star of light, 
Shining brightly through the night. 


Make me joyous, brave and free, 


As a little child should be. 
\ ‘ \ 


And may I keep at work or play, 


The Christmas spirit every day. 





Oklahoma Presbyterian College presented last Christmas, the pageant, “And Kings Shall Come.” 


A Nurse’s Prayer 


I dedicate myself to Thee, 
O Lord, my God! This work I undertake 
Alone in Thy great name, and for Thy sake. 
In ministering to suffering I would learn 
The sympathy that in Thy heart did burn 
For those who on life’s weary way 
Unto diseases divers are a prey. 
Take, then, mine eyes, and teach them to perceive 
The ablest way each sick one to relieve, 
Guide Thou my hands, that e’en their touch may prove 
The gentleness and aptness born of love. 
Bless Thou my feet, and while they softly tread, 
May faces smile on many a sufferer’s bed. 
Touch Thou my lips, guide Thou my tongue, 
Give me a word in season for each one. 
Clothe me with patient strength all tasks to bear, 
Crown me with hope and love, which know no fear, 
And faith, that coming face to face with death 
Shall e’en inspire with joy the dying breath. 
All through the arduous day my actions guide, 
And through the lonely night watch by my side. 
So shall I wake refreshed, with strength to pray, 
“Work in me, through me, with me, Lord this day!” 
—Myra L. Sawyer. 
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Publication and Sabbath School Extension 


5 R. E. MAGILL, Editor 


Branch Department at Texarkana, Ark.-Tex. 


Publishing House, 6-8 North Sixth Street, Richmond, Va. \ 
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Young People and the Presbyterian Progressive 
Program 


Rev. WALTER Getty, Director 


N VIEW of the Church-wide conference to be held at 
| Chattanooga, December 1-3, under the authority of 

the General Assembly, which is to consider some 
very definite matters related to the program of our 
Church; and in view of the larger development among 
our young people, it may not be out of place to con- 
sider the relation of the Presbyterian Progressive Pro- 
gram to the young people of our denomination. 

The General Assembly of 1924 expressed its approval 
of this program in the following words: ‘An all-the- 
year program to include the whole work of the whole 
Church.” This action is naturally the starting point 
in the relationship of the young people to this program. 
The 1926 Manual of the Presbyterian Progressive Pro- 
gram defines this program as “a plan for co-ordinating, 
to the greatest advantage, all of the resources in the 
local church, and the agencies of the Church at large, 
to one harmonious and steady effort toward the great 
task of the Church.” ‘The Young People’s Division is 
certainly in sympathy with any plan that will develop 
the work of the whole Church, especially its executive 
agencies. 

As to the setting up of this program, the 1926 Manual 
further says: “Everything the Church is seeking to 
do has been divided, after eleven years of study, into 
five major departments. The setting up of the program 
in a local church involves the division of the task along 
these lines—Spiritual Life, Evangelism and Missions, 
Christian Training, Stewardship of Possessions, Chris- 
tian Social Service.” 

When the Young People’s Division was established, 
April, 1924, by action of the General Assembly, the 
first question was naturally what would be the program 
for the young people of the Church. We wanted it to 
fit in with the work of the whole denomination and so 
these departments of the Presbyterian Progressive Pro- 
gram were recommended to our young people as lines of 
activity in the local church, and in Leagues in Presby- 
teries and Synods. It is an accepted fact that any 
program of activity must be adapted to the needs and 
interests of the young people themselves. We know 
that young people are not static, but are very much 
alive and have different experiences of growth during 


Young People’s Division. 


the years of adolescence. We also know that whatever 
is offered to young people today in the way of a pro- 
gram, must have as great religious educational possi- 
bilities as the public school is offering in secular edu- 
cation. 


Practically every denomination today realizes these 
educational possibilities for young people and has built 
a program for young people around four very definite 
lines of development, Worship, Instruction, Recreation, 
Service. These lines of development make up our own 
Southern Presbyterian Young People’s Program and 
during the coming months we plan to give the greatest 
help possible through the PRESBYTERIAN SuRVEY, On- 
ward, the Earnest Worker, the Church papers, and 
through printed material, to train our young people 
and prepare them for the big task of spiritual leadership 
in the Church. With this general program before us 
we will try to show how different organizations in the 
Church, such as C. E. Societies, organized departments 
in the Sunday School, etc., can carry out their part of 
the entire program. 


We feel that this is exactly in line with the action 
of the General Assembly, which has just been quoted, 
as we are trying to offer “an all-the-year program to 
include the whole work” of all the young people of 
the Church. This fact is further emphasized when it 
is shown how all of the activities for the five depart- 
ments of the Presbyterian Progressive Program find a 
place under these four lines of development. Wherever 
committees have been set up for the departments of the 
Progressive Program an outline of work will be fur- 
nished these committees wherever requested. In addi- 
tion to this general program, there will be printed in 
Onward, week by week, program material for meetings 
in the young people’s societies. 

With these possibilities before us for larger religious 
educational ‘development among our young people, it 
looks as though the year 1926 will be a great year for 
the young people of our Church. We are now seeing 
more clearly the outstanding needs in our Young Peo- 
ple’s Work and we are ready to bend every effort to 
meet these needs. 
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The Sunday School at Pine 


Grove 


Epwarp K. CAMPBELL 


AST fall, Rev. Newton Smith, pastor at Blue Ridge 
§ Church, and the princpal, teachers, and some of 
the students at Blue Ridge Academy, went on Sun- 
day afternoons to conduct Sunday School and preach- 
ing services at the Pine Grove school house. The people 
of that community were very anxious to have these serv- 
ices, and show their interest by the way they attended. 
One Sunday afternoon sixty-four attended Sunday 
School. The principal of Blue Ridge Academy super- 
intended the Sunday School and taught the adult Bible 
class, and he was assisted in the work of the Sunday 
School by the other representatives of the Academy. Fol- 
lowing the Sunday School, Mr. Smith would preach. 
Unfortunately, the work was discontinued during the 
winter months, but we are glad to announce that it has 
been resumed the first spring session being April 26th. 
Again the people of Pine Grove have shown their inter- 
est and co-operation, and we hope before long to sur- 
pass the records made last fall. We are fortunate in 
having as assistant superintendent, Mr. Hobart Bateman, 
of Pine Grove, a former student at Blue Ridge Academy, 
who will become superintendent beginning June 1st. 
Miss Bateman, his sister, is secretary and treasurer of 
the Sunday School, and with these two particularly live 
wires we believe the work of the Sunday School will be 
carried on indefinitely, especially since the people of 
the community seem so anxious to have the Sunday 
School. Realizing the value of music in their services 
the people of Pine Grove are working now to raise 
money to purchase hymn books and to repair the organ 
in the school house which is out of commission, or else 
secure the use of another organ. Let us pray for, and in 
every way possible, encourage these good people in work- 
ing not only for these two special objects, but in con- 
ducting all their religious activities. Let us pray that 
from among all these interested people, teachers may 
be found to assist Mr. Bateman in carrying on the 


work of the Sunday School, and that the enthusiasm 
with which they have begun may increase as time pro- 
gresses.—From the Blue Ridge Breeze, Patrick County, 
Va. ‘ 


A Busy Staff 


A summary of the field schedule of our staff of work- 
ers for October and November show that they are ren- 
dering helpful service throughout the whole Church, in 
addition to carrying heavy editorial and other duties 
in the office. 

The following engagements in Schools of Methods 
were kept: Miss Louise Slack, Knoxville, Tenn., 
Charleston, W. Va., Norfolk, Va., Charlotte, N. C., At- 
lanta, Ga., Wilmington, N. C.; Miss Shields, Birming- 
ham, Ala., Jacksonville, Fla., Memphis, Tenn., Little 
Rock, Ark., Durham, N. C., Dallas, Texas; Mrs. W. C. 
Edmondson, Charleston, W. Va., Memphis, Tenn., Lit- 
tle Rock, Ark.; Miss Binford, Houston, Tex., and Jack- 
sonville, Fla., Gastonia, N. C.; Mrs. Askew, Memphis, 
Tenn., Atlanta, Ga., Pensacola, Fla., Charlotte, N. C.; 
Mr. Getty, Memphis, Tenn., Atlanta, Ga., Pensacola, 
Fla., Chattanooga, Tenn.; Mr. Baker, Birmingham, 
Ala., Jacksonville, Fla., Atlanta, Ga.; Dr. Gilbert Glass, 


Portsmouth, Va. 


SEED THOUGHTS 
By John H. Hall. 

“Much superficial work is being done by moral up- 
lifters—seeking reformation without regeneration. Ty- 
ing buds on trees does not make spring.” 

“The danger in harboring malice consists in self- 
contamination.” 

“There are Spiritual chameleons—assuming the hue of 
environment—with no positive convictions.” 

“The merit of no action rises higher than the motive 
that prompted it.” 

“Seed Thoughts” they are indeed, taken from John H. 
Hall’s new book, bearing that title. The book, of some 
100 pages. contains numerous ‘Seed Thoughts” on some 
thirteen different subjects. Price, $1.00. It can be ordered 
through the Presbyterian Committee of Publication, Rich- 
mond, Va., Texarkana, Ark.-Tex. 





Over 1,500 are expected! 





Presbyterian 
Young People’s Missionary Convention 


Atlanta, Ga. - 


ALL FOR CHRIST AND CHRIST FOR ALL 


will be the theme of this, the first Young People’s Missionary Convention to be 
held for Southern Presbyterian young people. 


Will you be among the number? 


For detailed information write either the Home Missions Committee, 101 Marietta 
St., Atlanta, Ga. or the Foreign Missions Committee, Box 330, Nashville, Tenn. 


Dec. 29-31 
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Teacher-T raining in Winston- 
Salem Presbytery : 


Miss Kate DuBose. 


NE of the most attractive features of the Chris- 
tian Chautauqua program in Winston-Salem 
Presbytery during the summer, were the classes 

in Teacher Training. 

When Rev. J. H. Carter, superintendent of Home 
Missions in the Presbytery, began to plan and outline 
this program for religious training—intensive in its 
scope, condensing many attractive features into one 
complete, well-rounded program—the Sunday School 
teacher was not forgotten. 

As a result, many splendid men and women, as well 
as young people, are better prepared to teach the boys 
and girls intrusted to them for religious instruction. 
Why? Because they have studied “the pupil” and know 
better how to handle him. 

In addition to the classes held during the summer, 
several one-unit schools were put on in various sec- 
tions of the Presbytery the past winter and spring. 

One of the most outstanding of these schools was the 
one held at the Glade Valley High, in March. Several 
students completed the unit given, and were better 
fitted to return home and teach a class in Sunday School. 
Many of them were from rural communities, where 
trained Sunday School teachers were almost unheard of. 


So far only the unit on “The Pupil” has been given, 
but plans for the coming winter will be a little more 


extensive. The unit on “The Teacher,” and perhaps 
other units will be taught. The instructor will re- 
main on the job long enough to see that the class not 
only completes the course, but they will be given an 
opportunity to put into practice what they have studied, 
by doing some real practice teaching. 

In the past ten months about one hundred and fifty 
have been reached through training classes. All of 
these by no means completed the course, but a good 
many did, and others were benefited by having at- 
tended. The interest manifested was an inspiration to 
the instructors. 

Does Teacher Training pay? We, of Winston- 
Salem Presbytery, say: Yes! If you haven’t a class 
in your Sunday School for training teachers, won’t you 
try one? If you are too far from a town where a stand- 
ard Training School is being held, and cannot attend, 
get some one to come and put on a one-unit school for 
you, for one week. There are lots of folks who are 
capable and would be only too glad to help you. All 
they need is the asking. 

Friends! Shall we iet the: Lord’s work remain crip- 
pled because of an untrained teaching force in our Sun- 
day Schools, or shall we go forward? 

Which shall it be? 

Elkin, N. C. 


Some of Our New 
Publications 


OME interesting books are coming from the press’ 
S of the Presbyterian Committee of Publication just 

now, and copies of each should be in the home of 
every Presbyterian. 

There is Dr. Turnbull’s “Studying the Book of Exo- 
dus,” price only 50 cents, paper. This course first ap- 
peared in the Christian Observer, and it is being printed 
because there have been so many requests for it in book 
form. It can be used as a group study book, the pastor 
will find it suitable for prayer meeting talks, and the 
individual will find it a most interesting study. 

Have you seen the 1925 revised edition of “The 
Book of Church Order?” As mentioned in the His- 
torical Statement, ‘This brief sketch shows that our 
Book of Church Order goes back through a long and 
noble line of ancestors to the days of John Calvin. 
We also believe that in its basic principles it goes back 
to the Holy Scriptures.” Do you know the form of 
Government of your Church? the rules of discipline? 
This book will answer these questions for you, and 
tell you many things you should know. 

Then there is a new pamphlet “Two Studies in Bap- 
tism” in question and answer form. It was prepared 
by the Rev. C. Z. Berryhill, and contains first, The Sig- 
nificance of Christ’s Baptism and Its Mode, and second, 
Infant Baptism. Order a copy. It is free. 


Take Your Choice 


ROM the Christian Statesman, the official organ of 
the National Reform Association, we clip the fol- 
lowing interesting item: 

In a slum district of Chicago, the breakage of arc 
lights suddenly fell off fifty per cent. 


An amazed inspector was sent to investigate the case. 
In his search he came across a boys’ club six weeks 
old, which had been organized by some of the religious 
and social leaders of community welfare. Upon its 
rolls were many scores of the youngsters in the neigh- 
borhood. 


This particular inspector was possessed of both sense 
and experience. He reported to the electric light com- 
pany: “The decrease in the smashing of our arc lights 
is due to the fact that the kids have been gathered by 
some good people into clubs, where they have learned 
to employ their time in fine occupations. The right 
kind of a kid is a busy creature; but he would rather 
swim or play basket ball or hand lal] than to smash 
arc lights.” 


Ber your choice. 


page. oe - OT 
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Give a Book 


It is needless to say a book is always an appropriate 
gift. In giving books, however, there is the problem 
of selection, which seems to be more perplexing than 
ever, for “of the making of books there is no end.” 
Some of them are bad, others are worse; a few are good. 

Many requests come to the Survey and to the various 
departments of the Presbyterian Committee of Publica- 
tion, asking for a selected list of books. A catalog of 
books for all ages has been carefully prepared by our 
Business Manager, Mr. J. E. Pleasants, and a copy 
will be gladly sent to any address, free, upon request. 
If you anticipate giving books for Christmas presents, 





we suggest that you write at once for a copy of this 
catalog. 

“No single circumstance did more to shape my studies 
than this volume which came to me when decision for 
like work was in the making,” Woodrow Wilson said of 
a book that fell into his hands while a student at Prince- 
ton. (See The Life of Woodrow Wilson, by Josephus 
Daniels.) Because of the influence of books in the 
shaping of character and career, they should be most 
carefully selected. Let the Presbyterian Committee help 
you in your selection. 





A Busy Church 


HE First Presbyterian Church, Newport News, Va.. 
is a busy Church—not only on Sundays, but 
throughout the week. The church doors are open 

daily. The daily program, as given below, and taken 
from the weekly bulletin of this church, should inspire 
other churches to link up the activities of the young 
people with that of the Church: 


CuuRCH CALENDER. 


Sunday: Eight regular services. 
Preaching 11 A. M. and 7:30 P. M., by Doctor 
Wellford. 
4 P. M., by Rev. E. C. Clyde, at Wythe Branch. 
Sunday Schools 9:30 A. M., and at Wythe 3 P. M. 
Christian Endeavor Societies, Senior, Junior and In- 
termediate, 6:30 P. M. 
The evening service is preceded with a ten minute 
organ recital by Miss Davis and opened with a Gospel 
song service by Mr. Thomas. 
Monday: Women’s Auxiliary Day. 

3 P. M. (First Monday) Executive Committee. 

3 P. M. (Second Monday) Circle Day. 

3 P. M. (Third Monday) Open Meeting. 

5 P. M. Executive Committee Young People’s Work 
(First Monday.) 


5:30 P. M. Senior Basketball Practice. 
7:30 P. M. Session (Monday after First Sunday.) 
Tuesday: 3:30 P. M., Intermediate Girls’ Gymnasium 
Class. 
5:00 P. M. Intermediate Boys’ Gymnasium Class. 
7:00 P. M. Young Ladies’ Amicus Club. 
7:30 P. M. Finance Committee (Second Tuesday.) 
Wednesday: 3:30 P. M., Junior Choir Rehearsal. 
5:00 P. M. Amicus Club Basketball Practice. 
7:00 P. M. Executive Council Sunday School (Quar- 
terly.) 
7:00 P. M. General Committee Young People’s Work 
(Quarterly. ) 
7:30 P. M. Prayer Meeting and Bible Study. 
Thursday: 3:30 P. M., Senior Boys’ Gymnasium Class. 
5:00 P. M. Girls’ Basketball Practice. 
7:30 P. M. Senior Choir Rehearsal. 
7:30 P. M. The Deacons’ (Second Thursday.) 
Friday: 3:30 P. M., Intermediate Boys’ Gymnasium 
Class. 
5:00 P. M. Amicus Club Basketball Practice. 
7:00 P. M. Girls’ Four Fold Club. 
7:30 P. M. Boy Scouts. 
Saturday: Preparation for Sunday. 
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General Assembly’s Stewardship Committee 


{ REV. M. E. MELVIN, D. D.. Editor REV. ROSWELL C. LONG, Associate Editor 


415 Provident Building, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Program for the Chet Wide Conference 


Chattanooga, Tennessee, December 1-3, 1925 


Authorized by the General Assembly of 1925. Held under the direction of 
The General Assembly’s Stewardship Committee 





The One Purpose of This Conference 


“That the representative leadership of our Church ® 
may gather together for prayer and planning for a 
larger financial support of the Church through its es- 
tablished Agencies.” 


PROGRAM Men of the Church Representatives. 
TUESDAY AFTERNOON, DECEMBER 1ST Woman’s Auxiliary Representatives. 
U. D. Mooney, Presiding. Any other Groups Represented. 
2:30- 2:45—Service of Song. 4:30- 6:00—Mountain Auto Ride, Courtesy of the Pres- 
2:45- 3:15—Bible Study and Prayer. Led by Dr. W. R. ; byterian Churches of Chattanooga. 
Dobyns. 
3:15- 4:00—Address: Christian Stewardship, the Mes- WEDNESDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 2ND. 
sage for the Church Today. Dr. Luther rN R. B. Clinton, Presiding. 
Lovejoy, of Chicago. 7:30 7:40—Service of Song. 
‘ 


4:00- 4:15—Appointment of Committee on Resolutions. :40- 8:10-—Address: Back of the Budget. Dr. Ben R. 


Announcements Lacy. , 
4:30- 6:00—Recreation 8:10- 8:30—Enlisting the Wealthy Class in the Budget. 
T. S. Maslin. 
TuEspAY EVENING, December 1sT. 8:30- 8:45—Enlisting the §. S. and Y. P. Societies Bud- 
F. R. Graves, Presiding get. Speaker to be chosen. 
7:30- 7:40—Service of Song. 8:45- 9:00—Enlisting the Country Church in the Budget. 
7:40- 8:10—Bible Study and Prayer. Led by Dr. W. R. Dr. A. A. Little. 
coke. y s seas 9:00-10:00—Open Conference on the Small Church. Led 
8:10- 8:40—Address: Jesus’ Gospel of Wealth. Dr. Jas. by Dr. H. W. McLaughlin. 
F. Hardie : 
a : es . THURSDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 3RD. 
8: 40- eee Survey of the Church. Dr. D. J. B. Spillman, Presiding. 
he ay “ y. ‘ 8:30- 8:40—Service of Song. 
seine ie ee 0 = Forward) 8:40- 9:10—Bible Study and Prayer. Dr. W. R. Dobyns. 
9:20-10:00—Fellowship Meeting. 9:10-11:30—Problems of Our Stewardship Organization. 
(20 minutes each)— 
WEDNESDAY MorNING, DECEMBER 2ND. 1. The Work of the Presbyterial Secretary. 
W. Moore Scott, Presiding L. E. Selfridge. 
8:30- 8:40—Service of Song. 2. Shall We have a Separate Organization 
8:40- 9:10—Bible Study and Prayer. Led by Dr. W. R. for Dept. IV? J. B. Spillman. 
>: suit tilde vy mea 3. The Use of Presbyterial Chairmen of 
:10-10:10—Our n Ts: : “Causes,” M. E. Melvin. 
In the Foreign Fields. Dr. Jas. 0. Reavis. 4. The Better Presbyterial Organization. Dr. 
In the Home Fields. Dr. Homer McMillan. D. P. McGeachy. 
10:10-11:00—Enlisting— ‘ 5. Use of Men of Church and Woman’s Aux- 
The Men of the Church (30 minutes) iliary. J. EB. Purcell. 
J. B. Spillman. 6. Publicity. R. C. Long. 


The Woman’s Auxiliary. (20 minutes). 44:30.12:30—Group Conferences by Synods. 
Mrs. W. C. Winsborough. 


11:00-12:30—Open Conference Round Table Discussion. THURSDAY AFTERNOON, DECEMBER 3RD. 
E. D. McDovuecatr, Presiding. 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, DECEMBER 2ND. 2:30- 2:45—What This Conference Should Achieve—The 
B. I. Dickey, Presiding. Summing Up. Speaker to be chosen. 
; : at : 2:45- 3:00—Report of Committee on Resolutions. 
2:00- 2:30—Address: Pentecost and Property. Dr. ° 3:00- 3:45—Mobilization for and Consecration to Our 
G. Venable. (The Witnessing Church and Sebte, 3.4. Mae 
the Giving Church). ai 99 Cin; ; 
; . . 3:45- 4:00—“Say So” Conference. 
po peer. Lr sco pga SeRtIEEPE. 4:00- 4:15—Consecration Service closed by Prayer. 
Foreign Mission Representatives. ADJOURNMENT. 
Home Mission Representatives. (The Conference will close in time for all representa- 


Stewardship Representatives. tives to take the evening trains out of Chattanooga). 
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THOSE INVITED TO THE CONFERENCE. 

All Presbyterial and Synodical Chairmen of the Benevo- 
lent Causes of the Church. 

All Presbyterial and Synodical Secretaries of Steward- 
ship. 

All Presidents of the Woman’s Auxiliary—Synodical and 
Presbyterial. 

A Layman from each Presbytery by Presbyterial appoint- 
ment. 


Any others who wish to come. 

All sessions will be held in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Chattanooga on McCallie Avenue. 

Rooms will be reserved at the hotels upon receipt of 
registration cards. No registration fee. Indicate hotel 
preferred or we will make the selection. 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE. 
Provident Building, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


Wagons and Stars 


M. E. MELvIN 


ERSONALITY, redeemed, risen, and made immor- 
P tal through the Victory of a risen Christ—this is 

the theme of First Corinthians, the 15th chapter, 
closing with the triumphant note “Thanks be to God 
who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

The Apostle Paul mounts tRe summit of a great moun- 
tain range of Truth and lets one look across the Eternal 
Spaces into another World of Hope and Aspiration, 
where Death has been swallowed up forever, and where 
Immortality reigns supreme—a world of Victory and 
no defeats—a world where the Kingly Christ is crowned 
Lord of All and reigns over a Kingdom of happy Spirits 
made immortal through Him. 

The Apostle closes this epic with—‘wherefore.” - As 
he opens this vista into the life beyond he seems to turn 
to his watchful listeners very quietly and say: “Now 
that you have seen and know what lies ahead, turn your 
eyes to the ground on which you are standing.” He 
has fixed our gaze on the stars, now he bids us keep our 
feet on the ground. ‘Wherefore, my beloved brethren, 
be ye steadfast, unmovable, .always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor 
is not in vain in the Lord.” 

One of our American philosophers tersely said: 
“Hitch Your Wagon to a Star!” The Apostle puts it: 
“Death is swallowed up in Victory—therefore abound 
in the work of the Lord.” Wagons and Stars! How 
far apart and how dissimilar! But they have a very 
close connection after all. A man needs both; a star 
to guide him and a wagon to haul his stuff—a star for 
motive power and a wagon for transportation. He is 
constantly moving on into and toward the Eternal Spaces. 
A Star that never fails and thaf pulls him on with 
the quiet, silent power of the Infinite, Oh this is a Star 
worth hitching to. What else worth while could a man 
hitch his wagon to? Every man hitches his wagon to 
something. 

Paul turns immediately from his declaration about the 
Resurrection to talk about money—property—wealth— 
“now concerning the collection for the saints.” Does 
this sudden drop in any way jar you? It does until 
you understand that there is a relationship between the 
wagon we draw and the star we hitch to. A man’s wages, 
income, property, wealth, is his own personality re- 
coined and ready for transportation. Paul has been talk- 
ing about personality over Yonder, and now he begins 
to talk about the transportation of personality here— 
our recoined and reshaped energy ready to be transmuted 
into higher forms of life. 

Now may we consider the “wagon” end of this mat- 
ter—a man’s stuff? What is he going to do with it? 


Where is he to put it? How can he get along with it 
and pass info the Gates Eternal? It is himself, this 
thing he earns and calls his money. Let him hitch his 
wagon to a star! Let him tie himself up with Per- 
sonality made immortal through Jesus Christ. 

In West Virginia there is a young man, who began 
life as a bookkeeper. He invested in coal and oil lands 
and became rich. He entered into partnership with his 
Lord to make money for him. He has built a school 
for poor boys and girls; has given more than half the 
amount needed for the erection of a church in his city; 
has built a hotel, and when paid fer will devote all of 
its income to the education of the underprivileged. Mis- 
sion fields, hospitals, churches, are some of the many 
ways in which he is using his money. He hitched his 
wagon to a star. 

Mr. A. A. Hyde, of Kansas, entered into a partner- 
ship with Jesus on his knees, in which he agreed to be- 
gin to turn back to Him for his work the minimum of 
one-tenth and to increase this as he prospered. He is 
today turning back to his Silent Partner nine-tenths of 
all his income, so well has he been favored in his busi- 
ness plans. With the income he turns over, orphans are 
fed, churches are built, schools are helped, missionaries 
are supported, hospitals in heathen lands are healing 
the sick and diseased. 

These two men just named hitched their wagons to 
stars. 

The world needs men and women with faith, courage 
and daring enough to throw the harness of their wagons 
out towards God and ask’ Him to tie them up to the Im- 
mortal. Since personality, redeemed and immortal, is 
all that shall abide, herein lies the One Place for in- 
vestment. Nothing else lasts. And it is the best and 
biggest game among business men today. No thrill in 
business is comparable to it. The number of men who 
are hitching their wagons of stuff to God’s Star of Im- 
mortality is growing fast. The Stewardship of Prop- 
erty is taking a hold among the business men of this 
generation as never before. 


God give us men and women unashamed to make 
money, with the ability to translate the material values 
at their feet into the spiritual values of His Kingdom, 
and the courage to follow with their wagons wherever 
His Star shall lead them. This then is the message 
of Paul as he closes the 15th chapter of First Corin- 
thians and begins the 16th chapter with “Now concern- 
ing the collection for the saints, as I gave order to the 
churches of Gallatia, so also do ye. Upon the first day 
of the week, let each one of you lay by him in store as 
he may prosper.” 
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Men of the Church 


REV. J. E. PURCELL, Editor 
Provident Building, Chattanooga, Tenn. 
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Men-of-the-Church Conventions During February, 1926 


SOUTH CAROLINA CONVENTION 
Spartanburg—Wednesday and Thursday, February 17th and 18th 


TEXAS (TWIN) CONVENTIONS 
Dallas—Tuesday and Wednesday, February 23d and 24th 
San Antonio—Thursday and Friday, February 25th and 26th 


The Theme of the Conventions---‘‘The Man and His Church’”’ 


HIS theme has been selected as the fundamental 
T idea in this series of conventions which will be 
held throughout the Southern Presbyterian Church. 
They will extend over a number of years as it is neither 
possible nor advisable to hold them all near togetlier. 

For more than fifteén years large Inspirational! gather- 
ings have been held for men. The seed has been sown. 
The signs of the times are that men now want to know 
how to definitely relate this inspiration and vision to 
their every day church life. 

We hold it as a self-evident fact that a man’s greatest 
opportunity lies within his own church and devoniina- 
tion. Linking these two together is the greatest oppor- 
tunity as well as the greatest task before us as a Church. 


The Purpose 


To persuade men to give time to their Church and 
to train them for its work and service. 

Much time is given by many men to the Church. Our 
entire life as a denomination bears testimony to this. 
However, no one would seriously dispute the fact that 
to reach and train men the time element is all important. 
A man must be a steward of his time with God if he is 
to grow into useful leadership. We are boldly challeng- 
ing Southern Presbyterian men with this need—-time to 
consider their relationship to Christ’s Church and to 
prepare for a growing fruitfulness in its work. 

Possibly the deepest and most far-reaching need now 
is to train men. This~was Christ’s best and -hardest 
work. He built His plan for time and eternity on train- 
ing a few men for work and self-surrender. In this era 
of the Church’s history we will succeed only as we fol- 
low His plan and method. If we do not train men 
our work will surely fail. Under God, let us dedicate 
ourselves to this difficult and glorious work. 


Limiting to One State 


Never before have we as Presbyterians called our 
people together from a single state for full considera- 
tion of our responsibility to our Church in that state 
and through that state to our Southern Presbyterian 
Church and the World. 


Synods and Auxiiliaries have met, which are repre- 
sentative bodies, but here we are calling all the men 
and women for conference and inspiration. With God’s 
blessing South Carolina and Texas Presbyterians ought 
to be energized as never before for promoting progres- 
sive Presbyterianism within their borders. The idea has 
met with the most cordial reception in both states and 
seems to have commended itself to the judgment of all 
leaders. 


The Program 


The underlying idea of these Conventions will be 
to help cur men to visualize our work and to show in 
a practical way how they may have a large part in that 
work. With God’s blessing every church should be 
reached and energized—every agency at work in each 
state ought to be strengthened and fortified. 


Other Conventions Successful 


We give extracts from a few letters received after the 
North Carolina and Virginia Conventions: 


TABB STREET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
PETERSBURG, VA. 

“The Virginia Convention was a great blessing to 
all who attended and we desire to express to you our 
sincere appreciation of the great work you are doing 
through the Men-of-the-Church. 

“‘We cannot enumerate all the blessings that have come 
to our church through this Convention, but will mention 
a few: The deepening of the spiritual life of every man 
attending; the establishment of the Family Altar bv 
those who did not maintain it; each man becoming a 
tither who was not already one; each man ready and 
willing to lead in prayer publicly; and to engage in more 
active and definite Christian work.” 


EQUITABLE FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE Co., 
PETERSBURG, VA. 

“This is to congratulate you upon the splendid at- 
tendance and spirit shown at our recent Convention. I 
admit that I have always been very much of a pessimist 
as to the organization of the men of our Church in any 
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such efficient body as is the Woman’s Auxiliary. But 
pessimism is giving way to hope, almost, I feel like 
saying, to confidence. You have made a great start 
and we of the Synod of Virginia are with you.” 
Yours very cordially, 
JoHN W. FRIEND. 


FROEBER-NORFLEET, INC., 
WINSTON-SALEM, N. C. 

“Might I say again that the men of Virginia and 
North Carolina appreciate your untiring efforts in mak- 
ing these Conventions possible and you can feel assured 
that the results for good will be felt for many years to 
come.” 

Most sincerely, 
CHarLes M. NorRFLEET. 


These two Conventions proved beyond a reasonable 
doubt that there is a real need in our Church for just 
such a meeting. Eight hundred and sixty-eight men 
registered at Roanoke during the Virginia Convention— 








more than one thousand actually attended. Seven hun- 
dred and fifty men registered at Greensboro during the 
North Carolina Convention. Three hundred and twenty 
women registered for the Parallel Convention, making 
a total of nearly eleven hundred for this Convention. 
Actually more than twelve hundred and fifty attended. 
Such an attendance is evidence that there is in the lives 
of our men and women a great need for just such 
gatherings. 

The speakers on the program were almost without ex- 
ception our own members. It is a great source of 
gratification that such Conventions can be held without 
calling in a list of speakers from outside our own de- 
nomination. This is no reflection on such men but it 
is a tribute to our men and to our churches. We be- 
lieve that Presbyterians can interpret our work to our 
people better than anyone else can possibly do it. This 
is equally true of the work of every denomination. We 
felt very definitely that this was the best plan and are 
grateful for the results. 





An Expression of Appreciation 


Dr. Alfred Hume, Chancellor of the University of 
Mississippi, is a member of the Permanent Committee 
on Men’s Work. He is most faithful in attendance and 
wise in counsel. 

Recently his mother, Mrs. Wm. Hume, of Nashville, 
Tenn., went home to be with God. We reproduce from 
“The Mississippian” a tribute to the faculty and students 
of the University of Mississipi. 


The telegrams of sympathy from Student Body and 
Faculty were handed me upon my arrival in Nashville, 
Saturday morning. They touched me deeply. The mes- 
sages that came a little later, through the perfect beauty 
and fragrance of flowers, reached even deeper still and 
opened a fountain that simply had to overflow. After 
all, there is a vision that is never quite so clear as when 
the eye is dimmed with tears. Many a time, I have 
been thrilled by the sight of the Red and Blue and the 
meaningful phrase, “Ole Miss.” But the climax of such 
emotion was felt when the exquisitely beautiful flowery 
pillows—one from the Faculty and the other bearing the 
words, “Ole Miss Student Body” were tenderly placed 
close beside the dear body of my Sainted Mother as it 
rested in my brother’s home and then, at the head of 
the grave where all that is mortal of her is sleeping now. 

The large letters that spelled “Ole Miss Student Body” 
were made of immortelles, embedded in white roses, and 
all around this flower bed was a wide border of roses 
that were red, enmeshed in ethereal blue. There was 
an eloquence about it that no tongue can tell. I am 
grateful and wish to express my heartfelt appreciation. 

Our mothers go very near the gates of death—some of 
them pass through the gates—to bring us into being. 
Then come nights of sleepless vigil that we never know 
and days of sacrificial toil of which we hardly ever 
dream. They live and labor and love through long 
years, with an unselfishness unknown in other lives and 
a tenderness that is a stranger to other hearts. May 
each one cherish his or her mother before the busy 
hands are folded, the tired brain and weary, worn body 
lie down to rest, and the gentle, brave spirit goes back 
‘o Him who gave it. 


Faithfully and gratefully yours, 
ALFRED HUME. 


Progress in Men’s Work 


At no period since the General Assembly organized 
this work has the interest been more manifest than it i3 
right now. Dozens of churches are beginning Men’s 
Work according to the Manual. Many others are look- 
ing forward to better organization soon. Churches which 
faithfully endeavor to carry out the Assembly’s Plan 
and Program have without exception succeeded with 
their men. » 


December Program 


HymMn—12. 

PRAYER by Leader. 

ScRIPTURE—Psalm 119:33-40 and 105-112. 

Hymn—280. 

VOLUNTARY PRAYERS, each man taking part. 

DECEMBER Topic—A Definite Plan for Private Devotional 
Bible Study Necessary to Christian Growth. 

lst SPEAKER—The Chapter a Day Plan for Bible Reading. 

2np SPEAKER—Following the Sunday School Lesson. 

3rp SPEAKER—Reading the Bible through in a year. 

4TH SPEAKER—A chapter a week plan. 

5TH SPEAKER—The best hour in the day to study. 

6TH SPEAKER—The greatest of all teachers—The Holy 
Spirit. 

7TH SPEAKER—News of the Month. Give five most im- 
portant items of church news from the Presbyterian 
Survey and Church Papers. 

HymMn—51. 

PrayrErR—Ask for testimony from those who have received 
an answer to prayer during the year, ask for re- 
quests for special prayer, assign to the men, the 
Leader closing with a short prayer. 


JANUARY TOPIC—How our Foreign Mission 
money is being spent. 
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“The Inn That Missed Its Chance”’ 


(The landlord speaks—A. D. 28.) 


Amos R. WELLS 


“What could be done? The Inn was full of folk: 
His honor, Marcus Lucius, and his scribes 
Who made the census; honorable men 

From farthest Galilee, come hitherward 

To be enrolled; high ladies and their lords; 
The rich, the rabbis, such a noble throng 

As Bethlehem had never seen before, 

And may not see again. And there they were, 
Close herded with their servants, till the Inn 
Was like a hive at swarming-time, and I 

Was fairly crazed among them. 


“Could I know 
That they were so important? Just the two, 
No servants, just a workman sort of man, 
Leading a donkey, and his wife thereon 
Drooping and pale,—I saw them not myself, 
My servants must have driven them away; 
But had I seen them,—how was I to know? 
Were Inns to welcome stragglers, up and down 
In all our towns from Beersheba to Dan, 
Till he should come? And how were men to know? 


“There was a sign, they say, a heavenly light 
Resplendent: but I had no time for stars, 
And there were songs of angels in the air 
Out on the hills: but how was I to hear 
Amid the thousand clamors of an Inn? 





“Of course, if I had known them, who they were, 


And who was he that should be born that night,— 


For now I learn that they will make him King. 
A second David, who will ransom us 

From these Philistine Romans,—who but he 
That feeds an army with a loaf of bread, 

And if a soldier falls, he touches him 

And up he leaps, uninjured ?—had I known, 

I would have turned the whole Inn upside down 
His honor, Marcus Lucius, and the rest, 

And sent them all to stables, had I known. 


“So you have seen him, stranger, and perhaps 
Again will see him. Prithee say for me 
I did not know; and if he comes again, 
As he will surely come, with retinue, 

And banners, and an army, tell my lord 


That all my Inn is his to make amends. 


“Alas, alas! to miss a chance like that! 
This Inn that might be chief among them all, 
The birthplace of the Messiah,—had I known!” 


—From Sunday School Times. 
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Studies of “Prayer and Missions” as Given at the Montreat 


Summer School of Missions 


CHAPTER I. 


THE BIBLE PRACTICE OF PRAYER. 


Scripture Lesson—Ps. 139 or 40 or 121. 
Motto—“Expect great things from God. 


Attempt great 
things for God.” 


Assignment 1: 


By Anna A. MILLIGAN.* 


CHAPTER II. 








BIBLE TEACHINGS ON PRAYER. 


Scripture Lesson—Psalm 63:1-4, (p. 56), or locate each 


reference, on p. 60. 
Motto—“Let Go 


and let God.” 





Assignment 1: 











. Which is the most telling fact about the Bible’s pre- 


1. Add any reasons to the list given for the neglect 1. Which of the prayer promises are missionary in 
of prayer. character? 
2. Which Bible character reveals the most remarkable Link up one to a missionary. 
prayer life? 2. How do we “pare down” prayer promises? 
3. Give proof of difference between man and animals. 3. State one doctrine of other gods that makes you 
4. Which prayer in the Bible is most wonderful? glad you are a Christian. 
5. Which prayer Psalm have you used most frequently 4. What arguments are made against prayer? 
in your personal experiences? 5. Do you agree as to the reason that Christ exalted 
6. Which element of prayer do we need to employ childhood? 
that Christ did not employ? What is a child’s intercourse with his father when 
7. Give reference for each illustration on pp. 23, 25, he grows older? 
26 and 27. 6. ‘“Prayed for everything.” What may we not pray 


for? 




























sentation of prayer? 
9. What is the strongest appeal for prayer in the chap- 
ter? 


. What more than petition is in the Lord’s Prayer? 

. Explain “If two of you shall agree.”—Matt. 18:19. 

. What does radiant energy mean to you with refer- 
ence to prayer? 

10. Which call to prayer sounds: loudest to you? 

Dramatize Peter and Rhoda—<Acts 12:5-17. Assignment 2: 4 

; Impersonate Daniel or Nehemiah or Paul. 


ooe-)] 


Assignment 2: 


Assignment 3: 


Assignment 3: 
What personal lesson have I 
chapter? 
Follow each report with prayer. 


If you were a missionary and were sent out to a 
district where no one had ever been before and you 
wanted to teach the people to pray, 

a. Which Bible story would you tell? 

b. Which fact would you ask them to remember? 

ec. Which verse would you teach them? 

d. Which prayer would you have them offer? 


learned from this 


CONDITIONS IN PRAYER. 
Forsake sin—Psalms 66:18. 
Have faith—Mark 11:24, Jas. 1:6, I Tim. 2:1-8. 
Abide in Him—John 15:7, I John 3:22, 3:24, I John 4:18. 
Unselfishness-—James 4:3. ; 
In His Name—John 14:13-14; John 15:16. 
According to His Will— 


THE BIBLE AND PRAYER. 


Bible—The World’s Supreme Book of Prayer. 
Luke—The Gospel of Prayer. 

Acts—A great textbook on Prayer. . 
Ephesians—The Prayer Alps of the New Testament. 
Psalms—The World’s Prayer Book. 

Bible—Our Book of Instructions. 

John 17—Holy of Holies of the New Testament. 


Persistent—Luke 18:1-8. 
Humble—Luke 18:9-14. 
Faithful—Luke 18:35-43. 
Repentant—I Kings 8:33-40. 
Whole-hearted—Ps. 119:145-149. 
Prevailing—James 5:13-18. 


PRAYER THAT Gop ANSWERS. | 


Historic PsALMs. 


1 Ps. 18—Cawnpore and Lucknow. Trustful—Psalm 4:1-8. 

2 Ps. 19 and 103—Thomas of Bengal. aoe glorifying—Psalm 87:45. 

3 Ps. 68—Huguenots. Ibedient—I John 3:22. 

4 Ps. 68—Savanarola. : Prayer should be made up in the following order: 

5 Ps. 37—Queen Louise, of Prussia. 1. A period of silence and adoration. 

6 Ps. 27—Sepoy Rebellion Relief. 2. A silence to allow God to speak. 

7 Ps. 25—Margaret Wilson. 3. Thanksgiving. 

8 Ps. 20—Miners in a coalpit. 4. Intercession. 

9 Ps. 9—Five martyrs of Lyons, France. 5. Petition (self last.) 

10 Ps. 31:5 and 22—Jesus Christ. (Taken from Record of Christian Work, December, 

11 Ps. 91—The villagers of Ta Hsin Fau. 1923, by Dr. Floyd W. Tomkins.) 

12 Ps. 50—A brave young bride. ——— 

13 Ps. 98—A. Fuller—Text for sermon after news of first *Epiror’s Nore:—Miss Anna Milligan wishes to ex- 
conversion in India reached him. press her grateful appreciation to the women of the 

14 Ps. 62—Allen Gardiner, of South America. Southern Presbyterian Church for their solicitude and : 

15 Ps. 84—Marion Harvey, martyr, Grassmarket scaffold. especially for their prayers for her during her recent 

16 Ps. 3i—John Huss sang as he burned at the stake. illness in a Pennsylvania hospital. 
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A ProcGRaAM OF PRAYER TIME. DATES IN MISSIONARY HISTORY. 
1. Approach to God --~--------------------- 5 minutes 1723—Robert Miller (Presbyterian) book. 
2. Petition --------------------------------- 10 minutes 1739—Rise of Methodism—Oxford University Students 
3. Intercession. .....2.-..--.-s~-----~-.~+--- 10 minutes prayer. 
4. Praise and Thanksgiving we we ee ew oe oo ee == 5 minutes 1746—Concert of Prayer. 


(Taken from Record of Christian Work, January, 
1925, by Rev. A. D. Belden.) 


Christ’s Precepts Christ's Example 


John 16:24 Heb. 5:7 
Matt. 7:7 Mark 1:35 
Matt. 9:38 R 
Matt. 6:9-13 Luke 6:12 
Luke 18:1 Luke 22:24 


CHAPTER III. 


PRAYER IN THE STRATEGY OF MISSIONS. 
Scripture Lesson—Ps. 62:5-8. 
Motto—“Advance upon your knees.’’—Neesima, 


Topics I: 
1. Pietists. 
2. Herrnhut—Zinzendorf. 1. Bohemians 
3. “Gens aeterna—these Moravians.”’}| 2. Hussites 
4. Small praying bands of women. 3. Cyril and 
5. Annus Mirabilis. Methodius 
6. “Open doors.” 4. Macedoria, 
7. Unfinished tasks. Achaia people 
8. “Christian caste.” 5. Paul 
9. Orare et Laborare. 6. Christ. 


Assignment 2: 
1. Which answer to Brother Chang’s prayer was most 
remarkable? 
2. Do prayer and Bible study ever fail of such re- 
sults? (p. 77.) 
How do you account for the time required? (p. 78). 
Did Carey contribute anything toward his appoint 
ment? 
Account for the widespread interest. 
What is there remarkable about Moravians? 
Compare this century decade with the last. 
. How did the ‘“‘Haystack Prayer meeting” differ from 
ours? 
Link up “small praying bands of women,” on p. 85, 
with pp. 200 and 201. 
10. Which method suggested do we follow to secure 
workers? 
11. What lessons should we learn from C. I. M. in 
1880 and 1886? 
12. What lessons should we learn from C. M. §S., in 
1884? i oidg 
13. Explain “Annus mirabilis.” 
14. Is the “Week of Prayer” continued in your church? 
15. Which is the greatest of the unfinished tasks? 
16. Which illustration would be most effective in your 
society? 
17. Which testimony on p. 102 speaks most directly 
to you? 
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Steps IN DEVELOPMENT. 
1. International Missionary Council or Washington Con- 
vention—1925. 
. Edinburgh Conference—1910. 
. Ecumenical Conference—1900. 
United Study of Missions. 
. Student Volunteer Movement—1884. 
. Women’s Boards—1861. 
. Small praying bands of women. 
. Haystack Prayer meeting—1896. 
. Moravian Missions. 
. Denmark Missionaries—1706-1749. 
10. Frederick IV—1699. 
11. Pietists—1691. 
12. Revival after Thirty Years’ War. 
13. Germany and Denmark. 
14. Jacob Spener—1666. 
Prayer Groups. 
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1747—Jonathan Edwards (Cong.) Call to prayer. 

1784—-John Sutcliffe (Bapt.) Call to prayer. 

1792—Baptist Missionary Society organized—Wm, Carey 
sent out. 

1795—L. M. Society organized (Congregational). 

1796—Presbyterians in Scotland. 

1797—Dutch Reformed (Netherlands). 


1797— | 

1799— $C. M. §S. (Episcopal). 

1812— 

1814—Bishop Thomas Coke sailed for India (M. E.) 
Died at sea. 


1816—M. E. Church. 
1834—Fourteen were organized. 
1858—Annus Mirabilis—two-thirds of world: 
Japan, 
China. 
India. 
Italy. 
Mexico. 


Assignment 3: 
What Prayer Will Do for Missions. 
Prove from the Bible and cite illustrations from Chap- 
ters three and four. 


Through Prayer. 

1. Missionaries are raised up and sent out to the 
field.—Matt. 9:37-38. 

2. Men hear the Gospel—I Tim. 2:1-4. 

3. Doors are opened to the preaching of the Word— 
Col. 4:3. 

4. The Word of God has free course—II Thess. 3:1. 

5. Converts are strengthened—Eph. 3:14-19; Col. 1:9- 
12. 

6. All needs are supplied. Phil. 4:6-19. 

7. Missionaries are enabled to speak with boldness and. 
power—Acts 4:29-31. 

8. Missionaries are kept from harm—Rom. 15:30-31; II 
Thess. 3:2. 

9. Mighty works are accomplished—John 14:12-13. 


Assignment 4: 
Impersonate the wife of Samuel J. Mills and tell 
his prayer experiences. (See Brave Adventurers.) 


CHAPTER IV. 


PRAYER AND THE MISSIONARIES 


Scripture Lesson—John 4:52-53 and Ps. 65:2. 
Motto—“Specializing in the Impossible.” 


Assignment 1: 
1. Cite proof of statements in paragraph 2 (Christ). 

. Cite proof of statements in paragraph 3 (Paul). 

Which experience of Wichern is most striking? 

. What is unusual in Gossner’s instructions? 

. Which of Gossner’s achievements is most wonderful? 

Who now, come nearest doing what he did? 

. Do you thing Muller’s principles were right and 
binding upon others? 

. Which of Muller’s experiences was most convincing? 

. Which condition of prayer is hardest to meet? 

. Is any condition omitted from the list? Cite Scrip- 
ture. 

11. Which was the most remarkable of Barnard’s experi- 

ences? 

12. Tabulate the Barnardo results. 

13. Verify from your denomination’s experiences the 

statement at bottom of page 131. 
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Assignment 2: 

Debate—Resolved: That our Mission Boards should 

go forward on faith, depending upon prayer and not 
the budget. 


Assignment 3: 
Special Report, “Hudson Taylor and C. I. Mission.” 


CONDITIONS OF PREVAILING PRAYER. 
. Oneness with Christ. 
. Abandonment of Sin. 
. Faith. 
. According to God’s Will. 
. Importunity. 


olf whe 


GREAT MISSIONARIES—GREAT PRAYERS. 

Christ. 
Paul. 
Raymond Lull. 
Xavier. 
John Eliot. 
. William Carey. 
Livingstone. 
. Bishop Hannington. 
9. David Brainard. 
10. Count Zinzendorf. 
11. Eliza Agnew. 
12. Hudson Taylor. 
13. John Hunt. 
14. Adoniram Judson. 
15. George Whitfield. 
16. Immanuel Wichern. 
17. John Evangelist Gossner. 
18. George Muller 

Ishii 

Fowler 

Door of Hope 
19. Dr. Thos. J. Barnardo. 
20. George Heber Jones. 
21. Miss Phoebe Emery. 
22. Henry M. Stanley. 
23. Unnamed. 
24. Dan Crawford. 
25. Mr. F. Herbert Stead. 
26. Lambuth. 
27. Dr. Bradley. 
28. Gilmore. 
29. Korean. 
30. Punjab Prayer Union (Praying Hyde). 


Assignment 4: 
Pick out the choicest statements in the chapter and 
report them. Print them in shape of motto frieze and 
arrange around room. 


CHAPTER V. 
PRAYER IN THE LIFE OF ORIENTAL CHRISTIANS. 
Scripture Lesson—Psalm 91. 
Motto—‘T have no methed but Prayer.”—Ting Li Mei. 


Assignment 1: 


1. What can each Oriental people contribute to enrich 


our spiritual life? 


2. How would you prove that Menge’s exclamation is 


prayer? 
. Why does prayer mean more to Orientals? 
. What can Gulu teach us about prayer? 


Ot be oO 


of prayer? 


6. Could the Burma plan be worked in your locality? 
7. Can you explain why there is demon possession in 


foreign lands and not here? 


8. Do you have personal knowledge of nature mira- 


cles? 


9. Make the application of the principle to other cir- 


cumstances. (p. 171.) 


. What was the practical value of Ramabai’s book 


10. Which is the best lesson for us to learn from Pas- 
tor Ling’s life? 

11. If you could not recount but one story from this 
chapter to a group of young people, or to a friend 
who does not practice prayer, which would it be? 


Assignment 2: 
Special Reports: 
Mary Morrill and General Feng. 
Ko, of Korea. 
Kanamora. 
Ishii—“A Gentleman in Prison.” 
Neesima. 


Assignment 3: 
Have each member of class tell story of an Oriental 
Christian, without giving name, and have others guess 

who he is. 


“For many years,” says Dr. Mott, “it has been my 
practice in travelling among the nations to make a 
study of the sources of the spiritual movements which 
are doing most to vitalize and transform individuals 
and communities. At times it has been difficult to dis- 
cover the hidden spring, but invariably where I have 
had the time and the patience to do so, I have found 
it is an intercessory prayer life of great reality.” 


CHAPTER VI. 
WHEREFORE, PRAy? 


Scripture Lesson—Ps. 67, Matt. 9:37-38; I Sam. 12:23; 
I Tim. 2:1-8. 
Motto—“The Mission of the Church is Missions.” 


Assignment 1: 
1. How would you undertake to prove to a prayerless 
Christian that prayer is a duty? 
. A Privilege? 
A challenge? 
What is your strongest argument for prayer? 
What is your most practical method of prayer? 
What is the value of thanksgiving in prayer? 
What hinders association, communion and interest? 
. How much time do you think you should spend 
in prayer? 
9. What do you think Matt. 18:19 means? 
10. What is the significance of $12.00 and twelve shoe 
patches? (p. 200). 
11. What is the most helpful suggestion in the chapter? 


Assignment 2: 
Topics: 

The prayer life. 
Association with God. 
Communion with God. 
Interest in the Kingdom. 
Time for prayer. 
Place for prayer. 
“Symphonizing” Prayer. 
Prayer Groups. 


Devotional services. 
Prayer Partners. 
Prayer Calendars. 
Prayer Meetings. 
Family Prayer. 
Prayer Retreats. 

A Quiet Day. 
Days of Prayer. 
Week of Prayer. 


Assignment 3: 
Mark and read most convincing statement in the 
chapter. 
Find how many times prayer by companies is men- 
tioned in Acts. 


Assignment 4: 
If you were a pastor’s wife in a congregation, where 
there was no spiritual life manifest, how would you 
begin to cultivate it? 


Assignment 5: 
‘When the shoe fits.” 
or paragraph that hits her hardest. 
these with prayer. 


Each one read the sentence 
Follow each of 
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The Christmas Gift of a 
Prayer Calendar will help 
to keep burning the can- 
dles of the Gospel message 
lighted at Christmastide 





To the Woman’s Advisory Committee From Virginiaand Texas 


the presentation of new members to the Woman’s 

Advisory Committee through the election of presi- 
dents in the various Synodical Auxiliaries. To the 
annual meeting of this Committee next summer at Mon- 
treat Virginia will send her new president, Mrs. Clement 
R. Vaughan, of Roanoke, who succeeds Mrs. John 
Bratton, and Texas will send her new president, Mrs. 
J. W. Culver, of San Antonio, who succeeds Mrs. J. L. 
Brock. 


A WAITED with the keenest interest each fall is 


both the Woman’s School and the state Young People’s 
conference held there annually. 

In addition to these services for her Church Mrs. 
Vaughan has done a great deal of work for secular or- 
ganizations through various offices held in them. To the 
Woman’s Advisory Committee she will bring a rich 
knowledge of modern woman’s interests and the unfail- 
ing inspiration of personal enthusiasm. 

Mrs. J. W. Culver has been for eighteen years an 
active member of the historic First Church of San 





Mrs. J. W. Culver, of San Antonio, Tex., 
newly elected president of the Woman’s 
Auxiliary, Synod of Texas. 


Always a leader in affairs of her local auxiliary, 
Mrs. Vaughan has had the valuable experience of serv- 
ing as secretary of different Causes as well as recording 
secretary and president. Her service in the Presbyterial 
Auxiliary of Montgomery has been along similar lines 
and she will continue to hold the presidency of Mont- 
gomery until the spring meeting. Several offices in the 
Synodical of Virginia have been hers during the years 
prior to her election to the chair. 

Thorough understanding of the work of the Church 
in all its branches as a result of these offices well filled 
has admirably fitted Mrs. Vaughan for the chairmanship 
of the Massanetta Summer School of Missions, which 
she still holds, and for membership on the faculty of 





Mrs. Clement R. Vaughan, of Roanoke, 
Va., newly elected president of the 
Woman’s Auxiliary, Synod of Virginia. 


Antonio. That experience in the work of the local 
auxiliary so invaluable to those holding high office has 
been hers, too, in her service as president for a number 
of years. As a teacher in Sunday School and as a de- 
partment head there she has had a wide acquaintance 
with the younger element of her church, always condu- 
cive to a sympathetic understanding of the affairs of the 
clder element. 


At the time of her election to the presidency of the 
Synodical Auxiliary of Texas, Mrs. Culver was serving 
as president of Western Texas Presbyterial. From her 
may be expected the larger vision and hearty co-opera- 
tion which has always characterized her state. 
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Monthly Topic---Church Finance 


UR Church is engaged for the present year in a 
great financial experiment. 


Looking back over the past half century we dis- 
cover that up to the inauguration of the Unified Budget 
system in the year 1911 most of our financial progress 
had been made on a competitive basis as between the 
various benevolent agencies, and with some form of 
“Special Object” work as the leading feature of the 
methods employed. 

Since 1911 the method has been a combination of a 
general appeal for a unified budget, with considerable 
emphasis on an added special object appeal. While 
operated together these two methods ultimately took on 
a more or less competitive character, one of them being 
the special responsibility of a Central Agency repre- 
senting all the Causes, (The Stewardship Committee) 
and the other being specially promoted by the Executive 
Committees. 

Our last Assembly decided to do away with this 
competitive situation as far as possible by calling off 
all special appeals, and requiring all its separate pro- 
motional agencies to unite in one great co-operative effort 
to raise the entire amount apportioned by the Assembly 
in its benevolent budget. If this can be done it will 
itself be a new and most important step in our financial 
progress. While there are earnest differences of opinion 
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A Prayer 


Thou whose almighty Word 
Chaos and darkness heard, 
‘ And took their flight; 

Hear us, we humbly pray, 
And where the gospelday 
Sheds not its glorious ray 
Let there be light! 


Thou who didst come to bring 
On thy redeeming wing 
Healing and sight, 

Health to the sick in mind, 
Sight to the inly blind, 

Ah! now to all mankind 

Let there be light! 
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—Swedish Hymnal. 





as to the wisdom of the Assembly’s action among those 
especially interested in the result of the experiment, we 


a unanimous disposition to carry out the program in a 
spirit of full and hearty co-operation. For our part we 
have decided to devote the Foreign Department of our 
December number to a general discussion of Church 
Finance, and have requested special contributions from 
a number of brethren whose experience, we think, has 


are glad to note, so far as our observation has extended, | 


specially qualified them to speak with authority on the | 


subject. And we trust that the result of this discussion 
will be the discovery of any weaknesses in our present 
financial system, and the suggestion of such improve- 
ments as will enable us more and more to make available 
the superabounding resources of our Church member- 
ship for the accomplishment of its pledged responsi- 
bility at home and abroad. 


As one contribution to the discussion we republish 
some extracts from a very able article by Rev. J. S. 
Stowell, of New York, published in the Missionary Re- 
view of the World and reproduced in our July number. 
The article is intrinsically worth re-reading by any one 
who read it before, and will be especially helpful if 
read in connection with the general presentation of the 
subject in this number. 
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The Budget and the Every Member Canvass 


ROM ihe beginning of our foreign work until the 
year 1902 the financing of the work was dependent 
upon two annual collections taken in May and 

October, with such additional income as one secretary 
giving about half of his time to field work was able to 
pick up here and there in his visits among the churches. 
The fact that our Church was able to survive and get 
anything important done under such a System is in- 
controvertible proof of its divine origin. No human in- 
stitution, undertaking anything like what the Church 
was trying to do could have lived ten years under this 
unbusiness-like method of finance. As a matter of fact 
about the year 1894, we seemed to have attained about 
the peak of possible advance under this method. 

The first step of anything like substantial progress 
was taken when, in 1902, the Assembly adopted what 
was called our Forward Movement, which, in the course 
of about seven years, resulted in the trebling of our in- 
come. ‘Two features of this movement which gave it life 
and effectiveness were, first the assumption by churches, 
societies and individuals of definite financial respon:i- 
bility for definite parts of the work, such as the salary 
of a missionary or shares in the cost of station work, 
and secondly, the basing of these obligations on indi- 
vidual pledges secured in an every member canvass. The 
special object feature of the movement, no doubt, had a 
strong stimulating effect in securing the pledges, but the 
essential and permanent and indispensable feature of 
the plan was the Every Member Canvass. 

In the year 1913, without abandoning the Forward 
Movement, which is still in vogue, and on which a very 
large part of the funds required for missionary rein- 


forcement is still dependent, the Assembly adopted an 
enlargement of the plan in the form*of Simultaneous 
Every Member Canvass, to be taken in the month of 
March, in which all the benevolent causes of the Church 
were represented. Our Foreign Missions Committee 
saw this plan go into operation with some misgiving and 
searchings of heart, and steadily contended for an option 
to be given every church as to whether it should includ: 
all benevolent funds in one budget and one canvass, or 
whether a separate canvass for foreign missions should 
be taken. The unified budget came more and more 
into vogue and the writer of this editorial has become 
more and more convinced of its wisdom and efficiency, 
which we think were established in the record of the 
doubling of our income under this system in the five 
years between 1916 and 1921. It has certain limitations, 
and needs to be supplemented by the individual appeal 
to wealthy donors. But as a general financial basis for 
the work it is sound and stable, and nothing can be 
wisely substituted for it. 


The logical development of the unified budget system 
was the adoption in 1917 of the Presbyterian Progressive 
Program, with its five departments ‘of spiritual life, 
evangelism and missions, Christian training, Steward- 
ship of Possessions, and Christian social service. 


We are convinced that the ultimate success of our ef- 
forts to realize the financial goal of an adequate support 
for our work depends on the extent to which our whole 
Church adepts and carries out faithfully and systemati- 
cally the entire program, as set forth in a pamphlet is- 
sued by the Stewardship Committee on this subject. 


Christmas Carol 





The earth has grown old with its burden of care, 
But at Christmas it always is young. 

The heart of the jewel burns lustrous and fair, 

% And its soul full of music breaks forth on the air, 

When the song of the angels is sung. 


It is coming, old earth, it is coming tonight! 
On the snowflakes which cover thy sod 


The feet of the Christ-child fall gentle and white, x 
And the voice of the Christ-child tells out with delight 
That mankind are the children of God. 


On the sad and lonely, the wretched and poor, 


The voice of the Christ-child shall fall; 


And to every blind wanderer open the door 
Of a_hope that he dared not to dream of before, 


With a sunshine of welcome for all. 


The feet of the humblest may walk in the field 
Where the feet of the Holiest have trod; 

This, this is the marvel to mortals revealed 

When the silvery trumpets of Christmas have pealed, 
That mankind are the children of God. 


—Bishop Brooks 
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HESE are dark days for Foreign Missions. Yet 
we are not in the least discouraged, for a reason 
to be given later. 

The Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Secretary 
states that the financial outlook is more depressing than 
at any previous time in his Board’s history of eighty 
years. The Southern Methodist Secretary writes that he 
has never known such pressure and embarrassment as 
his Board is experiencing now. The great Congrega- 
tional Board, the historic A. B. C. F. M., has a steadily 
enlarging deficit and its Secretary writes that a drastic 
pruning of their work seems threatened. The papers 
report the Protestant Episcopal Board as forced to con- 
sider the advisability of withdrawing from some of their 
Foreign Mission fields. The financial slump of the 
year ending last March 31st added $90,000 to our own 
Foreign Mission deficit, making it $240,000, and the 
receipts for the first six months of this year show that 
slump continuing—all of which point to a crushing 
deficit next March 31st unless God, in answer to our 
prayers, shall intervene. 

The Boards attribute this situation to two causes: 
first, the unprecedented concentration of gifts on the 
local church, to the neglect of needs that are greater, 
though less near-at-hand, visible, and clamorous. The 
obligation to give the Gospel to those who have never 
heard it is greater far than the duty of reiterating the 
Gospel to those long familiar with it. The needs of the 
local churches for new buildings, larger pastors’ salaries, 
more expensive music, a bigger staff of paid congrega- 
tional workers, and the like, should be met in reason, 
but not in disproportion to our supply of the Bread of 
Life to those who have not a crumb of it. From 1922 
to 1925 the Foreign Mission gifts of the North Carolina 
Presbyterian Churches rose from $222,376 to $261,287, 
an increase of 17 per cent. In the same period their 
gifts to their own current expenses rose from $464,120 
to $951,704 an increase of 105 per cent, which is more 
than six times larger than the Foreign Mission increase. 

The other unanimously assigned cause of the wide- 
spread Foreign Mission embarrassment is the un- 
precedented concentration during recent years on budgets, 
quotas, assessments, percentages, the mechanics of giv- 
ing, to the neglect of those spiritual resources which 
constitute the dynamics of giving. Our own Assembly’s 
Stewardship Committee is acutely conscious of this dis- 
placed accent and is loudly calling attention to it. 
Needful it is to construct dams, reservoirs, channels, 
that the down-coming waters may be conserved and 
properly distributed. But it is more needful that the 


The Failing of Mission Funds and Why 


EGBERT W. SMITH 


source of the waters, the springs in the quiet places far 
up the mountainside, be kept in full and abundant flow. 
In recent years there has been less preaching on Foreign 
Missions, and as a consequence less praying for Foreign 
Missions in both pulpit and pew. 


Particularly fatal to the Foreign Mission cause is this 
neglect of the spiritual. For the most spiritual it is of 
all the causes, the most completely dependent on spiritual 
motives. Our gifts to that cause we cannot see the fruits 
of. Our new Sunday School building at home we look 
at and delight in. Our newly made home convert we take 
by the hand and rejoice over. But our new buildings 
abroad, though supplying a vastly greater need, and 
our new mission converts, though each one is a light 
amid dense darkness, we miss the joy of beholding. 
They are distant, invisible, and, to too many, unreal. 
In this her greatest task the Church must walk by faith 
and not by sight. And the strain upon faith is tre- 
mendous, surrounded as we are by so many worthy ob- 
jects of sight that allure our eyes and our gifts. 


The Saviour knew this immense disadvantage under 
which His greatest cause would labor. He knew how 
easy out of sight becomes out of mind, how prone we 
are to be of those who, as the Apostle says, are “blind 
and cannot see afar off.” Therefore his very last words 
to his people were “the uttermost part of the earth,” 
words which being last he meant should ring forever 
loudest in our ears and lie forever closest on our hearts. 
Its giving to Foreign Missions is therefore the measure 
of our Church’s spirituality. It is the test of its ability 
to see with the eye of faith and to feel with the heart 
of Him whose last command was, “Go ye into all the 
world, disciple all nations, preach the Gospel to every 
creature.” The cooling of the Church’s spiritual life 
and the decline of its Foreign Mission zeal, as history 
proves, invariably go together. 


We said above that black as seems our financial out- 
look we are not discouraged. Because the work is God’s. 
His blessing has been upon it in all its history. That 
blessing was never more marked than in all our foreign 
fields at this moment. Will He let this blessed work, 


this most Christlike expression of our Church’s life, fail © 


now for lack of funds? Shall we call home a part of 
our missionary force? Shall we withdraw from some 
of our foreign fields? Nay, verily. And to prevent 
this I believe that God is about to pour out upon our 
people such a spirit of prayer and supplication as we 
have rarely known. It is our only hope. But it is a 
tried and sure one. To your knees, dear Reader. 
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Lessons from Recent Financial Campaigns 


Rev. JAY S. STOWELL, New York. 


waged by mission boards in recent years. Some 

were conceived with the idea of launching a great 
new missionary advance; others were undertaken merely 
to avoid retreat during the period of strain and the 
reduced purchasing power of money brought about by 
the World War. Some were made to include the regular 
operating budgets, while others were for special items 
largely outside of regular items. Some solicited only 
large gifts from individual givers; others sought pledges 
from all members of local congregations; and _ still 
others sought pledges from local churches and groups 
of churches rather than from individuals. Some cam- 
paigns were for periods of five years; others covered 
shorter periods. In some cases the period of the formal 
campaign is completed; in other cases the time covered 
by the pledges is not yet terminated. 

Because of these varied conditions many factors are 
hardly comparable, and conclusions drawn may not be 
borne out by the experience of all denominations. How- 
ever, there have been enough common factors to lead 
us to venture the following observations: 


1. There is no short cut to permanent progress. The 
idea that a denomination can in one great united effort 
over a brief period be raised to a much higher permanent 
standard of missionary interest and giving has not been 
borne out by experience. Abiding results are not built 
up on spectacular advertising or spasmodic efforts, but 
rather upon the regular processes of missionary educa- 
tion, the practice of Christian stewardship and the deep- 
ening of spiritual life and missionary conviction. The 
denominations which have made the most consistent 
progress have been those that have relied upon and, 
strengthened the regular educational processes. “Crises” 
and threatened calamities quickly lose their appeal. The 
law of diminishing returns soon begins to operate, and, 
though the “wolves” may be real ones the people will, 
after a time, not turn out to fight them off. 

2. The five-year pledge is a mistake. That is par- 
ticularly true in cases where the pledge includes the 
maintenance of the work already under way. It is not 
so conspicuously apparent when the pledges are for 
large amounts for specific items outside of the regular 
maintenance items. It seems difficult to extend one burst 
of enthusiasm over a period of five years. The payment 
of long term pledges tends to become irksome and the 
end of the period is reached with no satisfactory founda- 
tion or adequate provision for extending a going pro- 
gram into the ensuing period. ‘The five-year pledge 
tends to a feeling of false security which stultifies the 
normal educational and promotional activities of mis- 
sionary agencies and local churches as well. 

3. Nothing can take the place of the missionary mo- 
tive in the giving of missionary money. ‘There seems 
to be little question that under special pressure some 
individuals pledged beyond their convictions, with con- 
sequent unhappy results. Some wanted to help their 
denomination do a big thing or to put their local church 


M ves sorts of financial “campaigns” have been 


“over the top.” In other cases the churches entered. the 
campaign with the implicit or explicit understanding that 
they would receive generous appropriations in return. 
Dissatisfaction has later arisen. Such an aftermath 
would not have ensued had the giving been from purely 
unselfish missionary motives. 

4. Regular, systematic, proportionate giving on the 
weekly basis, as a result of an every-member canvass 
promoted annually in the local churches, is a founda- 
tion stone of success. The very life of the missionary 
enterprise today depends upon the systematic giver, and 
the extension of the enterprise depends upon increasing 
the number of such givers. The annual every-member 
canvass for benevolences has come into its own and one 
of the incidental benefits of the process has been the plac- 
ing of local church finance upon a much firmer basis 
than it has ever before been. Many churches, however, 
do not yet give adequate attention to the presentation of 
the needs for benevolence in connection with their every- 
member canvass plans. 

5. The mission boards are the creatures of the 
churches, not their masters; and the missionary enter- 
prise is the church’s enterprise. Missionaries and mis- 
sion board secretaries inevitably see the field and its 
needs more vividly than do the workers in the local 
churches and it is incumbent upon the missionaries and 
the secretaries to present those needs to church mem- 
bers as clearly and effectively as possible. There comes 
a time, however, when the mission board secretary must 
recognize that he is but the representative of the churches 
and, though it break his heart, he can move forward 
only so far as the co-operation of the churches warrants. 
In the last analysis the missionary program must be 
integrated in the program of pastors in local churches, 
and it must depend for its supporting leadership upon 
the regular ecclesiastical organization of the church. 
It must be a vital part of the regular program—not 
something “added on.” 

ee *. 2 


7. The various mission boards of a denomination 
must do team work in promoting missionary interest and 
giving. The importance of some central co-ordinating 
agency within a given denomination seems to have be- 
come fairly well established, although just what the 
functions of such an agency should be is not quite so 
clear. There is little desire to return to the former 
competitive system of approaching the churches. On 
the other hand it is increasingly clear that the work of 
promoting missionary interest and giving must rest 
primarily upon the boards that spend the money and 
are in the most intimate touch with the needs of the 
field rather than upon any purely promotional agency. 
Other things being equal, the best promoter of interest 
is the missionary himself and the second best is the 
mission board secretary, or other denominational agent 
who is responsible for the spending of missionary money 
as well as for its collection. 


* * * 
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10. All missionary work is closely inter-related and } mission activity. Foreign missions has discovered that 


the present organization of benevolent agencies within a 
denomination does not represent any clear cut demarca- 
tion of work or responsibility. Many factors have been 
operating to bring about this situation. Home missions, 
which at one time was conceived largely in terms of 
adult evangelism, has now become fundamentally a pro- 
gram of religious education with millions of dollars 
invested each year in its educational phases, yet, in 
many denominations the religious education work of 
the church is still organized separately from its home 


its real success is determined almost more in America 
than in what happens abroad, and both home and foreign 
missions have seen more clearly than ever before that 
they are absolutely dependent upon the leadership de- 
veloped and trained by the educational agencies. The 
further we go the more does it appear that denomina- 
tional benevolent agencies are in the one common task 
of ministering to a needy world in the name of Jesus 
Christ and in leading men to accept Him as Lord and 
Master.—From the Missionary Review of the World. 





Report of Progress to Date (Oct. 


15th) in the Working of the 


Lexington Assembly Plan 


RoswE..L C. LONG 


HE best available test of the progress of the finan- 
cial plan adopted by the 1925 Assembly is the 
action of the Synods on the report of the Steward- 

ship Committees brought up to the various Synods at 
the fall meetings. To date the following Synods have 
met: Alabama, Appalachia, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Missouri, North Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, 
Virginia and West Virginia. In some of these Synods 
discussions were had largely in the interest of clarity as 
to the meaning of the Assembly’s actions, but so far as 
we have been able to determine, these Synods named 
have been unanimous on the following positions: 


1. Unanimous approval of the action of the Assembly 
in eliminating for this year all special appeals, and 
therefore giving the approved benevolent budget of four 
and three-quarter millions the right of way in all of the 
church courts and local churches. The Presbyteries and 
local church sessions have been called upon to accept 
their respective quotas and to make a budget and every 
member canvass. Churches have been urged to pass 
all offerings through the budget and to stand by the com- 
mittees and agencies of the church in a church-wide at- 
tempt to raise the approved budget. 

2. Unanimous approval of the action of the As- 
sembly in setting aside Feb. 8-14, 1926, as Loyalty 
week, when the whole church shall be called upon to 
make sacrificial gifts to be applied to the budget or 
passed through the budget, when all of the agencies of 
the church sharing in the church’s budget are urged to 
co-operate in the support of the observance of this week, 
and when over-due pledges to the regular budget shall 
if possible be collected. 

3. Unanimous co-operation with the Assembly’s ac- 
tion in setting aside the month of November as Christian 
Stewardship Month, calling upon all churches every- 
where to study stewardship, to engage in stewardship 
reading contests and to interest the young people in the 
stewardship essay contest. 


4. Unanimous emphasis on the Assembly’s action in 
calling a church-wide conference December 1-3 in the 
interest of the Progressive Program and the unified 
benevolent budget of the whole church. This conference 
will be held at Chattanooga, Tenn., under the call and 
supervision of the Assembly’s Stewardship Committee. 
One Synod, pooling all money collected for this purpose, 


is expecting to send a special Pullman load of picked « 


representatives. Other Synods are making active plans 
for a large representation. 


5. Practically unanimous approval of the per capita 
basis in deciding upon apportionments made to Synods 
by the Assembly and by the Synods to Presbyteries and 
in turn to local churches. This per capita plan is 
worked out on the five-year progress basis. 


6. Endorsement of the Assembly’s declaration of 
principles in which the province of the Assembly, Synods, 
Presbyteries and Sessions is defined in regard to the 
distribution of their benevolent funds, and warning 
against encroachment on percentages assigned to each 
of these various church courts for their mutual work. 


We hear on every hand warm words of praise as to 
the wisdom of the various actions of the Assembly in 
clearing the decks for unanimous and cencerted action on 
the approved budget. We hear now and then a voice of 
warning too—a warning against drying up the springs 
of benevolence in the hearts of those who have been ac- 
customed to making large gifts to special objects, While 
we believe that Loyalty Week, if properly carried out will 
take care of these people, yet we realize it is largely up 
to the pastors and church leaders to find openings for 
gifts from their large givers. Let us avoid closing the 
doors to our regular church causes and opening them 
to outside causes. It is up to the leaders. Let us al- 
ways give the approved budget the right of way. Let 
us back the budget! 


~ 








For 
Mis 














lat 
ca 
en 
at 
le- 
he 


sk 
1s 
id 


8 he OD hele CD Av 


SES wa 














ro. _ Tue PrespyTertAN Survey Al 
Back to the Budget 
M. E. MELVIN 


raise any question about the budget system of 
church finance. It has been adopted by every 
denomination of importance in this country. 

To say that it is perfect is claiming too much. It 
fails notably in enlisting to their full giving ability the 
wealthy class. Any man of large means who should 
give through his local church budget in proportion to 
his ability would disturb and unbalance his church bud- 
get. The result would be either that average people 
would not give as they should or the large gift would 
create a false standard for the local church. 

This defect, coupled with the growing needs of our 
Church Agencies, has made it easy for our Church to 
countenance every year a number of special appeals. 
These appeals, outside of, over and above the budget, 
have grown so numerous of late that the voice of protest 
from pastors and officers is almost unanimous. 


Therefore the last Assembly took a bold step in try- 
ing to shape its financial program so as to get back to 
the budget. The plan is to accent the budget as neve: 
before; count as a part of the budget every possible 
income; put all the Church Agencies to co-operatinz 
with the Stewardship Committee in helping to raise their 
askings of the Church; and in every way seek to secure 
the total Benevolent Budget of $4,750,000. This has 
never been done. We have come about $1,000,000 short 
of it each year. Every Agency of the Church says that 
they could carry on their work with success if their 
total askings were given them. The answer of the las 
Assembly is: “Well, then all together and let’s raise 
the budget!” 


A Big Gift Committee in each Presbytery is being 
formed to present the total Benevolent Budget of the 
whole Church to wealthy people. For example, the 
Executive Committee of Education and Ministerial Re- 
lief asks for $356,000 this year. It received last year 
about $180,000. It gave an average of $588 to our aged 
ministers. A well-to-do man will be asked to give to 
the total Benevolent Budget of $4,750,000 (not his local 
budget of $1,000) $588 for one year to take care of one 
of our aged ministers. This can be counted on the 


N ONE but antiquated and decaying churches will 


budget, passed on as a designated gift to this Committee 
on its total, and helps swell the total gifts of the Church. 

The Self-Denial Offerings had grown to such num- 
bers that they had lost their significance. Pastors all 
over the Church were declining to co-operate. An Exe- 
cutive Committee gets in its call for a self-denial offer- 
ing, and then a Presbytery that wants some Home Mis- 
sion income slips its self-denial offering in ahead of the 
Executive Committee. The result of this scramble has 
been to drift the Church back to the old system of 
finance and away from the budget system. The last 
Assembly took a forward step by pooling all these self- 
denial offerings into one budget appeal early in February 
and just before the close of the Church Year. At that 
time we will know how the Agencies are running as to 
receipts; we will be able to forecast the income of the 
Church. This appeal will be observed in what the 
Assembly calls Loyalty Week, in which every pastor 
will be asked to preach on Loyalty and uphold the 
claims of the Church for the fullest support of our peo- 
ple. It will be strictly a budget appeal—not a special 
or over and above the budget. A local church will be 
asked to take its eyes off its local budget for benevolences 
for the time being and to look to the total goal of the 
Church at large. If any of its people have prospered 
and have found it in their hearts to give a helping hand 
to the whole budget opportunity will be given. We shall 
think not of what our local church has done for Foreign 
Missions but of what the Foreign Mission Cause is 
asking for and what it has been receiving from the 
Church as a whole. Of course all money contributed on 
Loyalty Week will pass through the local church budget. 
The Church will take stock during this week and respond 
to the larger claims of the great Causes. 

We are now in better position to get back to the Bud- 
get than ever before. There are signs of co-operation 
and approval everywhere. There are no complaints. 
With prayer and co-operation our Church income for 
the current year will be materially increased over last 
year. Let us be earnest in prayer for the approval of 
God upon our new venture. 





Mission Home and Worship Hall in Patrocinio, Minas, Brazil. 








742 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 


[ December, 1925 





The Solution of the Financial Problem of the Church 


Rev. H. WappELL PRATT 


HE solution of the financial problem of the Church, 
7: including in the “church” both the individual 

congregations and the executive agencies of Pres- 
bytery, Synod and General Assembly, would solve al- 
most all the problems of the Church. 


The following plan is suggested as the method of 
solving our problems. 


First, let us have only one budget for the individual 
congregation. Instead of subscribing so much for others 
and so much for ourselves, let us have one subscription 
each year, so much for the Lord’s Work. Under our 
present system, that would mean adding the two totals, 
namely, the estimated cost of running the local expenses 
and the quota accepted for benevolences. 

Second, one budget would call for one treasurer and 
the abolition of duplex envelopes. 

Third, the quota for benevolences having been ac- 
cepted, the treasurer shall divide this by twelve, and out 
of the offerings received the first part of each month, this 
one-twelfth shall be remitted to the various excutive 
committees of General Assembly, Synod and Presbytery. 

This is a very simple plan. We believe that if it were 
generally adopted throughout our Church it would usher 
in an era of great prosperity. Its very simplicity is 
what will make it a success. 

Let us illustrate its application in a large city church. 
We shall suppose that its budget calls for $24,000, 
$12,000 for others, $12,000 for self. The present usual 
method of and preparation for the E. M. C. need not be 
changed, except to say to the members that the first 
money paid out from the receipts each month will be 
the $1,000 for benevolences, which is one-twelfth of the 
quota accepted. We shall suppose that the $24,000 is 
oversubscribed. 

We enter the church year in April. The regular col- 
lections in this church should average about $500 per 
Sunday. On the Monday following the second Sunday, 
the treasurer, having received $1,000 would remit at 
once to all the benevolent treasurers. Then the receipts 
for the last two weeks would take care of current ex- 
penses. Would not this be ideal? But the practical 
officer at once objects that this will not work because the 
people will not give in this ideal way. We admit that 
at first they will not. It is just here that this plan will 
solve our present problem. Even if the receipts of the 
first two Sundays do not meet the accepted benevolent 
quota, use the receipts of the third and, if necessary, the 
fourth Sundays to meet this quota. Suppose in the 
church mentioned above it took receipts from three Sun- 
days to meet the quota and at the end of the month $500 
was still lacking to meet current expenses. That is 
$200 was due the pastor, $100 the choir, $100 for sup- 
plies, $100 for others things. The reason this is not 
in hand is because pledges have not been paid. We sub- 
mit that it is far more probable that the subscribers will 
pay that at once if they are notified of their debt and 
told that unless paid a note must be made in bank to 
pay the pastor, etc., than they will be to pay up if they see 


in some out of the way place in a paper they never read 
that the receipts for Foreign Missions were $50,000 short 
last month, even if it were pointed out to them that $500 
of this amount is attributed to their failure to pay their 
pledges. 


Using the Foreign Mission Committee as the illustra- 
tion, what is taking place now is this. In the supposed 
church, according to our plan, the treasurer should send 
immediately after the second Sunday of the month $333 
to this committee. What actually occurs is that at the 
end of the month about $200 is sent and so on in varying 
amounts till about February. At that time the Com- 
mittee having borrowed $133 each month because of this 
church’s failure, the debt impels them to send frantic 
appeals all over the church and by use of every known 
device and motive, self-denial week, desperate needs 
on the field, horrible debt in bank, at last the facts may 
reach the ears and hearts and pocketbooks of those who 
really responsible for the condition, namely, the sub- 
scribers who did not pay in full in each of the twelve 
preceding months, and on March 31st we get almost 
enough to close the year without a deficit. 

The plan suggested in this article would cause the debt, 
covered by a note in bank, to be made in the town where 
the subscribers, that is, those who in the end always 
pay the debt, live and their obligation will be kept be- 
fore them, at least it will be kept before the deacons 
by bank officials, and thus the energy expended by our 
executive committees in calling for money to pay the 
debts, will be furnished by local bank officials collect 
ing from persons right where they live. 

Another advantage of the plan is that if making a 
note should be necessary to meet current needs, the 
deacons would not let this run indefinitely, but would 
bestir themselves and collect the money. Our executive 
committees are remote and deacons do not feel par- 
ticularly responsible for their notes, but one in the 
local bank with their own signatures attached is a far 
different matter and the prospect of having this increase 
at the rate of $500 per month as in the church used as 
an illustration would soon become unbearable. 

A further good result from this plan would be a more 
careful acceptance of the quota requested. If a church 
knew that the first money paid out each month went to 
benevolences, when it accepted a certain quota, it would 
have reasonable expectation that it could pay it. At first 
churches might be disposed to play safe and accept less 
than was asked of them, but we are sure that all of our 
executive agencies would rather have a smaller amount 
paid regularly the middle of each month during the 
year, than a larger amount half of which was paid in, 
as at present, during the last six weeks preceding 
March 31. 

The advantages to our committees are great and 
obvious. No borrowing, no interest to pay, ability to 
plan all work according to re¢éipts, no efforts necessary 
to raise money at the end of the year, a year in and 
year out program of information and propaganda, keep- 
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ing the people well up on all benevolent operations, all 
workers paid promptly, no hard times, no pessimism. 
What joy there would be! 

Who will put this over? The pastor is the key. It 
can be done now without action by church courts if he 
will advocate it. At first it may be necessary for him 


to feel it personally, because a note may have to be 
made in the town bank to meet his salary. But if he 
persists in carrying out the plan, it will not be long 
till every obligation will be promptly met from funds 
in hand given to meet them as they fall due. 

} 


Training Young People in Benevolence 


Epwarp D. GRANT 


OR THE past few years our Church has been 
systematizing all matters pertaining to finance and 
the promotion of financial projects. “Systematiz- 
ing,” however, will not take the place of a natural will- 
ingness and desire to give in an adult, who in his early 
years received no training along this line. It is merely 
a last resort and a scheme for doing the best we can 
under circumstances that are against us. 

To obviate any such conditions in the future, the 
time has come for our Church to work more intensively 
in the field of young people’s work, creating a “desire 
and willingness” on their part to give to our Church’s 
work according to their ability and the needs of the 
work. To be sure, young people themselves as a rule 
do not have very much money to give, at least until they 
are through High School. By this time, however, certain 
principles of stewardship should already have been in- 
culcated into their lives just as we train young people 
in our schools in certain subjects which might be of 
no practical value in their lives for a good many years 
to come. 

There are those who would have us believe that the 
“abstract” principle of stewardship is the thing to 
preach. Somehow or other, however, the minds of young 
people do not dwell very long on the abstract, so that 
we must proceed from another angle. It is here that 
training in the general work of the Church, setting forth 
the great variety of needs, finds its logical place. What 
young person is there whose imagination cannot be fired 
with the dearth of schools or workers in our mountains, 
or the great lack of men and women to carry on ade- 
quately the work of our Church in China or Africa? It 
is here that the idea of “need” outweighs the idea of 
“proportionate giving” in the lives of these young peo- 
ple. It is here also that the general “need” of man 
power and money power becomes fused and stands out 
as one great problem rather than as separate items. 

In conformity with these general priciples, the Execu- 
tive Committee of Foreign Missions a number of years 
ago evolved what was known as the $5.00 Share Plan 
for Sunday Schools and Christian Endeavor Societies. 


Each year the Sunday Schools are asked to purchase 
12,000 shares of stock at $5.00 per share in one par- 
ticular foreign mission field. This year the field is 
China; next year will be Korea, and so on, until 
the cycle is completed. Here systematic giving is 
certainly developed. But above all that is placed the 
idea of “investment” in foreign missions, in Kingdom 
Extension, in life itself. Surely we cannot ask our young 
people to cease thinking about the missionary enter- 
prise as soon as they have placed their coin in the col- 
lection plate. If we are to complete the job, we must let 
them see more of the returns on their investment, let 
them see what this has accomplished, before they will 
be willing to invest more money in the same project. 

Our Christian Endeavor Societies have been engaged 
in a similar project with similar aims, on the $5.00 share 
basis. To these Societies have been assigned three pairs 
of missionaries who have been designated “The Chris- 
tian Endeavor Foreign Missionaries.” These are Dr. and 
Mrs. T. Th. Stixrud, Africa, Mr. and Mrs. B. H. Hunni- 
cutt, Brazil, and Mr. and Mrs. Jas. H. Wray, Mexico, 
their total support and their work being divided into 
1,620 $5.00 shares. In this way our young people are 
actually sharing the life and experience of these mis- 
sionaries, together with their victories and accomplish- 
ments. 

During the coming years it is hoped that through this 
plan of training in missionary benevolence our younz 
people will not see the missionary enterprise in terms 
of dollars and cents, but as a great opportunity for life 
investment, life in the sense of time, money, and service. 
With every Church in our Assembly co-operating in such 
a system of training, the future should hold a brighter 
prospect financially for the missionary enterprise. It 
will create a generation of church members who give, 
not through an abstract sense of duty or obligation, but 
who share in this work because it is their work, because 
they have felt the joy of service in sharing in it, and te- 
cause they know from experience that the investment 
yields dividends which are spiritual and which are be- 
yond computation. 
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Judge Fauset, of New York City Supreme Court, says that of 4,000 
children arrested for crime, just three were attending any Sunday School 
—three out of 4,000, and that same testimony comes from children’s 


courts clear across the country. 
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Believers Outside the Church 


N important group in Brazil and other Latin 
American countries is composed of those persons, 
chiefly of the cultured class, who have to a greater 

or lesser extent broken with the Roman Catholic Church, 
and who are profoundly dissatisfied with what they 
have found in the materialistic philosophy in which they 
took refuge on their reaction from Romanism. Many of 
these are manifesting a deep spiritual hunger and some 
of them are trying to take refuge in beliefs like Spiritual- 
ism and Christian Science. Some of them declare them- 
selves believers in Christ as the great spiritual Teacher 
of mankind, but do not see their way clear to come into 
Protestant Churches because, as they allege, they do not 
understand the denominational divisions, and because 
of the lack of those things in Protestant worship with 
its severe simplicity that appeal to the aesthetic side of 
the Latin temperament. The time has come for earnes* 
study of the problem how to approach this class with 
the Gospe] message, and how to remove the difficulties 
that seem to stand in the way of their enlistment in the 
work of the Church. The Committee on Co-operation 
has been trying to arrange for lecture courses of an in- 
terpretative and non-controversial character by outstand- 
ing Bible teachers, as one method of reaching them. 
Emphasis placed on the best culture and training in 
the missionaries sent to Latin American fields should 
also bring results. 


Honor for Dr. Sydenstricker 


CARRIE LEE MOFFETT 


VERY unique and interesting event occurred in 

A Chinkiang, just the day before the Shanghai riot. 

The native evangelists, in the Chinkiang Field, 

who have worked with Doctor Sydenstricker erected a 

memorial tablet, in memory of the faithful work that 
Doctor and Mrs. Sydenstricker have done in our field. 

The tablet is placed in the wall of the South Gate 
Church. 

The unveiling was quite a pretty ceremony. The 
church was crowded, speeches were made, a brass band 
played, firecrackers were shot off, and every honor was 
shown to Doctor Sydenstricker. 

He occupied the central chair in the pulpit. One of 
the evangelists made an especially interesting talk. The 
points of his address were: 

(1) “Doctor Sydenstricker loved us. 

(2) He trusted us. 

(3) He worked for us. 

(4) He gave of his own money to help us.” 

High praise for a missionary, and quite a tribute to 
his long and faithful ministry here. Mrs. Sydenstricker’s 
work was spoken of, and much appreciation and love 
was shown for her. 

After the ceremony a feast was served in the pastors’ 
home, in Doctor Sydenstricker’s honor. 


The Feast of Ramadan 


HE most ambitious fasting period observed by 

any religion—and the most burdensome to the 

scrupulous observers—is the Fast of Ramadan 
which is kept throughout the entire Mohammedan world 
with its 270,000,000 adherents. The Mohammedan 
takes his religion very seriously and very drastically. 
Fasting to him does not mean abstinence from certain 
types of food. Moslems who keep the Fast of Ramadan 
—and it is physically dangerous not to keep it—do not 
permit a morsel of food or a drop of water to enter their 
lips between dawn and nightfall for thirty consecutive 
days. During the hours of darkness it is permissible 
to eat and drink. 


Lunar Calendar Makes Fast Shift 


“Ramadan is the ninth month in the Moslem year, 
and since the Mohammedans have a lunar calendar, the 
fast does not always fall at the same season. It arrives 
eleven days earlier each year, making a complete cir- 
cuit of our calendar every thirty-three years. In 1925 
it coincided almost exactly with the month of April. 
When Mohammed decreed the Fast of Ramadan, it fell 
in the winter, when the days are shortest. It is when 
the fast must be observed in summer that it becomes a 
grave hardship. With daylight extending for fourteen 
or fifteen hours, under the broiling sun of the desert 
countries in which Islam holds sway, abstinence from 
water—not to consider food—is a serious physical tax. 
Not infrequently the fasters are overcome. 


“The Fast of Ramadan disrupts all business and social 
life in some regions. Bazaars and streets are deserted 
and such work as is carried on is done only half- 
heartedly. The fast is inconvenient to the wealthy; they 
must turn night into day and day into night, sleeping 
through the daylight hours, and eating and enjoying 
themselves through the night. “To the poor the fast is 
most burdensome. They must labor as usual, during the 
day, but only with the food and drink of many hours 
past to sustain them. 


Cannon Shot Signal for Eating 


“Rich and poor alike look forward with the keenest 
interest to the arrival of darkness. In many Moslem 
communities a cannon is fired as a signal that the day 
is over and that food and drink can once more be taken. 
A similar signal is sounded two hours before daylight 
to indicate that the last meal of the night should be 
prepared, and another at daybreak to announce that 
the fast is once more in force. 

“As darkness draws near the typical Moslem family 
busies itself in preparation for the breaking of the fast. 
Food and drink is arranged on a rug, perhaps in a 
courtyard, and around it the members of the family 
take their positions. Pipes are made ready for smoking, 
and in fact all things that can be classed as ‘bodily en- 
joyments,’ are prohibited during the day. All is ex- 
pectancy, and when the signal sounds all fall to, puffing 
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pipes, drinking water or sherbert, and eating dates, “Several excuses are recognized as exempting one from 
r bread and other foods. keeping the Fast of Ramadan. The sick, those on lonz 
journeys, children under certain ages, and soldiers on 
‘The Night of Power’”’ war duty may be excused, but under the strictest inter- 
in pretations adults are supposed te fast for an equal num- 
‘ot. “Tt has been suggested that Mohammed borrowed the ber of days at some other time. Public opinion very 
eld idea of fasting from Jewish and Christian sources as he strongly supports the scrupulous keeping of Ramadan 
1 i borrowed many other features of his system. Ramadan during daylight hours in most Moslem communities, 
hat was selected as the time because it was during that however, and if one is caught deliberately eating dur- 
3 month, Mohammed declared, that the Koran, the sacred ing the prohibited period it fares ill with him. Not 
‘ate book of Islam, was revealed to him by God. many years ago two men caught breaking Ramadan in 
“A tradition in connection with Ramadan not devoid a Persian town were nailed by their ears to a wall while 
"he of beauty to a non-Moslem, is that in regard to ‘The the populace heaped indignities on them. 
nd 4 Night of Power.’ This is the traditional anniversary “Under the original dispensation the fasts were sup- 
yas of the revelation of the Koran, and on it, say Moham- posed to be broken at night only by the taking of such 
medans, communication between heaven and earth is food and drink as was ‘necessary.’ More liberal views 
of more easily accomplished than at any other time. On prevail now, and in many Moslem countries the nights 
‘he this night, the tradition further has it, God’s decrees for of Ramadan are given over to feasting, revelry and all 
the coming year are delivered to the angels and by them manner of amusements.”—Bulletin of the National Geo- 
are brought to earth for execution. graphic Society of Washington, D. C. 
A Christmas Wish 
Li ELIzABETH McRaerE Ross 
i As Christmas-tide rolls o’er the earth once more 
: With e’er increasing volume of God’s gifts to men, 
as Tis true the angels’ song no longer fills 
The star-lit dome of endless space. 
But thinkest thou the Christ in power now exalted 
Finds less sweet the echoed song on mortal lips 
Of glory unto God and peace, goodwill to men? 
al And to this swelling praise to Bethlehem’s Babe 
~d I long to add a prayer for thee and me; 
f- It is, that with the coming year, we leave behind 
y Old limitations in our thoughts of Christ, 
Zz And journey into undiscovered lands of truth 
ig Anew to seek the King who still abides with men. 
is I would that we might never be perplexed 
le By meanness clothed in rich apparel and enthroned, 
rs Nor fail to know the kingly soul we pass 
Though it be wrapped in swaddling clothes upon the 
i straw. 
That be our gifts the gold that stands the test of fire, 
Or frankincense of sweet and wondering worship, 
Or penetrating myrrh of death to time and self, 
¥ Our gifts unto the King and to our fellowmen 
‘May ever be the costliest thing we have to give. 
Le 
t 
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Mountains of Christmas Trees 


Mrs. R. C. Morrow 


LMOST every Christian nation has its unique way 
of remembering the birthday of our Saviour. In 
Mexico, there is a celebration called ‘‘Posadas,” 

which is not unmixed with heathen forms of worship. 

The feast lasts eight nights and naturally begins so 
that the culmination comes on Christmas Eve. The 
celebration is half religious and half social. 

The person, or family, who determines on making a 
“posada,” usually owns a large house with an ample 
patio or gardens. ‘The whole place is decorated with 
lanterns, evergreens, tinsel and poinsettia (which is 
familiarly known as “holy night” or “good night” 
flower). In the patio is hung a piyata which is broken 
on Christmas Eve. 

Posada means inn or lodging place, and the idea in 
making a fosada is to celebrate the journey of Joseph 
and Mary from Nazareth to Bethlehem. Each nighi 
they knock at a house for entrance and lodging. 

The modern celebration has departed so far from that 
original pilgrimage that an onlooker sees little to remind 
him of “there was no room for them in the inn.” 

All the folks who go to make up the party, or cele- 
bration rather, march around through the gardens, cor- 
ridors, and even the streets. They bear lighted candles 
or torches and chant something like this, “Pray for us, 
we stand outside knocking, let us in.” Then the fire- 
works begin, sky-rockets are shot off, beautiful little 
hand lights are whirled off, the orchestra strikes up, the 
dance begins. 

A delicious supper is served, the special posada dish 
being bunuelas, which resemble a greasy sweet wafer, 
fritter, or popover. 


The dance on Christmas Eve lasts till down. If the 
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maker of the posada is wealthy, he gives fine presents 
to the guests. If he is poor, the gifts are mere trifles. 

Sometimes elaborate altars are prepared with ever- 
greens, Clay animals (even lions, tigers, elephants, cats, 
dogs and horses), shepherds, wise-men, Joseph, Mary, 
and “the Child of God.” Sometimes the Holy Babe is 
a celluloid doll made in heathen Japan, or even a kewpiz 
from agnostic Germany, but more often a beautiful 
bisque statuette that might have adorned any American 
parlor fifty years ago. 

When the litany is sung, the altar, or “nativity,” is 
the center of attraction, the chanters passing it, reverently 
bowing. Some people have “nativities” without 
‘“posadas,” and vice versa. Children receive advertise- 
ment cardboard “‘nativities’” from makers of pills or 
pants, and put them in the play room along with other 
toys. 

The piyata is an earthern jar covered with tissue pa- 
per in some fantastic shape—a clown, an Indian maid, 
a negro, a steamboat, a sofa pillow, or even an airship. 
They are often gay and gaudy, sometimes beautiful. 

This mighty work of art is carefully suspended from 
a tree or a beam. The guests are blindfolded in turn 
and strike with a stick at the camouflaged pot. When 
finally it is struck hard enough to be broken, goodies fall 
to the floor and a football scramble ensues with a hulla- 
balloo. Sometimes a white pigeon flies out to the de- 
light of the assemblage. It is awarded as a souvenir to 
the lucky jar breaker. 

The Mexicans know Santa Claus mostly by hearsay. 
How vividly do I recall my first Christmas in Montemo- 
relos! Seven stockings hung from our mantel. Favian, 
a poor little boy who did my chores, found his stocking 








MOUNTAINS OF CHRISTMAS TREES. 


This picture was made at Zitacuaro, Mexico, where is located the Graybill Memorial Industrial School for Boys, 
Prof. and Mrs. L. C. Morrow have charge of this school. 
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stuffed with the usual fruits, candies, nuts, and toys. 
But Miss Bedinger got a silk parasol! 

Christmas night we were sitting by the fire, swallow- 
ing hard and praying much. Favian came tiptoeing in 
and confidently hung up his stocking again. 

“T am asking Santa to bring me a silk parasol too.” 

“But he doesn’t come but once a year,” I warned 
him. ‘Then reading consternation in his eyes, I saw 
where my duty lay, and I disillusioned him. Later on, 
I found him crying in the kitchen. 

“T am not crying because of the umbrella, but be- 
cause he really isn’t a saint after all.” 

The Christmas tree custom is also imported. In large 
cities where many Americans live, shop windows are 
full of Christmas tree decorations, and even the balmy 
air gets Christmassy. 

In some of the interior villages where Protestants have 
invaded, at least the “temple” and the missionary home 
have a tree. The mountains are full of pines, cedars, 
and spruces, so it is easy to garland the church with 
evergreens. 

One year when we lived in San Angel, the missionary 
families adorned a real live growing pine in the school 
garden, and from it received little remembrances. Some 
orchids from a nearby wall looked down upon us in 
amazement and wonder. 

Last year in Zitacuaro we had an impressive candle 
service. From September on, the Sunday School classes 
had studied passages of prophesy of the Promised Light, 
and those of the annunciation, the birth, the visit of the 
wise men, and finally the invitation to come to the 
Light. 

We secured an almost perfectly symmetrical fir tree. 
We placed it in the center of the rostrum. We put a 
star on its topmost twig and an unlighted candle on the 
tip of every branch. A roughly made manger, partly 





covered with boughs, and containing a flashlight, was 
placed near the tree. 

The church was unlighted save for the star. The 
minister began the service with, “And they that sat in 
darkness saw a great Light.” 

We had no signals, no announcements, no ringing of 
bells. Little children marched in, holding their candles, 
and singing: 

“Hark the Herald Angels sing 
Glory to the new born King.” 


As each part of the program developed, of cours 
there was more light. The Wise Men lighted the tree. 
Finally, the platform was ablaze with candle lights. 
Gifts for the poor were piled under the tree. The Angel, 
standing by the manger like a statue of liberty, led 
the congregation in singing: 

“Come to the Light, 
Tis shining for thee, 
Sweetly the Light 
Has dawned upon me. 
Once I was blind 
But now I can see, 
Jesus, the Light of the World.” 


These mountains of Mexico that are so full of un- 
lighted Christmas trees are also full of unlighted souls— 
souls who may have breathed the name of God, the 
Virgin, and even the Saviour—but who have not re- 
ceived any benefits in this life other than a mere ekeing 
out of days, seasons, years. 

This Christmas, as you gaze upon your beautiful tree 
and sing, “All is peace, all is light,” will you not 
breathe a prayer that Light may be carried and made 
to shine upon the benighted souls who still sit in dark- 
ness out in the mountains of Christmas Trees? 

Zitacuaro Mich., Mexico. 


Christmas in Africa 


Mrs. J. K. Hopson 


AM very glad indeed to write you about Christmas 

in Africa. Of course, you know that formerly Africa, 

untouched by the Gospel, knew nothing of Christ- 
mas. For what is Christmas but the celebration of 
Christ’s birth? And they knew not Christ. How could 
they celebrate the birth of One of whom they had never 
heard? Wherever the missionaries have gone they have 
told the story of the birth of Christ, and have taught 
the people to remember that blessed season. And so to- 
day in many parts of Africa the natives, led by the 
missionaries, DO honor and commemorate Christmas 
Day. 

I should like to tell you of two of our experiences 
in celebrating Christmas in Africa. Our first Christmas 
out here we were not familiar enough with the language 
to translate speeches and exercises into the native tongue 
and have a Christmas program. So we celebrated in 
another way. We had a Christmas Tree in our home 
for the boys who worked for us and the girls in the 
Bulape Girls’ Home (of which we were in charge at 
the time). The boys helped us get the tree, a small 
mango; also ferns, leaves, and berries from the forest 





with which to decorate the house. The girls in their 
hand-work classes made colored paper chains, popped 
and strung popcorn, and helped to trim the tree. Of 
course, it looked pitifully plain to us with only paper 
chains, popcorn, and cand]es; but to them it was glorious. 
When the hour came for our little service the girls 
filed into our big living room and sat down on the floor 
in rows before the Christmas Tree. The little handful 
of boys sat over to one side. We sang a few Christmas 
hymns in their own tongue. Maloochy, the native 
Christian Jeader who helped us in the Girls’ Home, 
read the Scripture lesson. Mr. Hobson made a brief 
talk on the birth of Jesus and then led in prayer. 
Then we distributed the gifts; and oh, what a time 
of excitement and joy! As the boys were so few and 
most.of them could read, each one received a New 
Testament in his native language. Each of the sixty- 
five girls received a string of very small beads and an 
old Christmas post card with the back covered over 
with whité paper. (These post cards had been sent 
to us by friends in the homeland). But they made the 
girls happy because these cards had pictures on them, 
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pictures of PEOPLE; and each girl’s name was written 
on the back of her card. Friends, would you be radiantly 
happy if THAT were all the Christmas you had? There 
was no big Christmas dinner; no elaborately trimmed 
tree; no well-prepared program; no wonderful assort- 
ment of gifts; no Santa Claus. But oh! if you could 
have seen those sixty-five faces light up with untold joy 
and satisfaction as each girl hung her beads around her 
neck and tried to interpret the picture on her card. The 
boys were equally as pleased with their Bibles. But 
remember, friends, we try not to make so much over 
giving them things, but rather to teach them the true 
spirit of giving. 

The last Christmas of our first term out here was 
the best of all, and I shall try to tell you about it. We 
were determined to have for the natives a real Christmas 
program, with children from all departments of the Sun- 
day school taking part. As there were no prepared 
programs, in fact, no literature whatever along this 
line in the native language, we began months before 
Christmas to translate speeches, dialogues, exercises, and 
special songs. When we had our program all planned 
and translated, we visited the Sunday school classes and 
picked out the number of children needed in the pro- 
gram. 

Several weeks before Christmas we began to train the 
children. Not one of these children had ever been on 
a program before; had ever made a speech; or ever 
appeared in public in any capacity. Moreover, most of 
them had no help at home in learning their parts and 





were solely dependent upon our training. But they en- 
tered into the spirit of it and practiced well. 

Finally Christmas morning came, and by ten o’clock 
the Church shed, or tabernacle, was filled to overflow- 
ing. Over fifteen hundred natives were gathered there 
to see and hear the children perform—their children. 
They all did their parts splendidly; the tiny, tiny 
black tots lisping their little song to the tune of “Away 
In a Manger;” others of different ages in their various 
songs and exercises about giving, loving, and serving; 
the girls of the Girls’ Home in their little playlet of 
Christmas cheer; and the young men’s quartette. It was 
all beautifully done without a bobble, and the attention 
of that great crowd was splendid. 

Giving was particularly emphasized throughout the 
program, and the regular Christmas offering was made 
the following Sunday at the morning service. I wish 
you could have seen that offering! Besides the cash 
they gave corn, sweet potatoes, native flour, cassava root 
out of which the flour is made, cloth, chickens, ducks, 
hogs, sheep and goats. I do not remember the exact 
figures, but that offering amounted to over fifty dol- 
lars in American money. It is hard for any American 
to realize what that amount means to these natives in 
their poverty. 

We are glad to know that while the majority of these 
African people still sit in darkness, there are many 
who are learning of Christ and the true meaning of 
Christmas. 

Luebo, Africa. 


Dona Tita Alvim Borges 


Mrs. AtvA HARDIE 


ONA TITA ALVIM BORGES is a young woman 
of about thirty years. She is quite Spanish in 
appearance, with her olive complexion, oval face, 

dark eyes and straight black hair, which she does in a 
huge knot at the back of her head. She was teaching 
school at Salitre, a small town not far from Patrocinio. 
Next door lived a Protestant family and some of the 
Protestant children were her pupils. Every morning 
this family held family worship and sang a hymn. 
Dona Tita thought the hymns very pretty, but for some 
time refrained from showing her interest and curiosity 
to her pupils. 

One day she said to one of the girls, “Esther, that 
was a pretty song you folk sang this morning, what 
was it?” Esther explained that it was a hymn sung 
at family prayers and asked her teacher to go over to 
her house and they would sing some for her. She went 
and liked it so much that she returned again and again, 
and one day asked Esther’s father to lend her his Bible, 
which he was very glad to do. She took it home with 
her and the first thing she read was Psalm 115. . 

Taking the Bible, she went straight back to Esther’s 
and asked the father if it were a sin to worship images. 
Fearful of frightening her off, he said, ‘““No,” but she 
said: . “Well, this book says it is,” so then ‘he told her 
it was and showed her the second commandment and 
many other passages proving it. 


Straight home she went and took her “saint” or image 
out in the yard and broke it to pieces. The head re- 
mained intact and was taken home by one of the Protes- 
tant girls, who made a doll. of it and played with it 
for a long time. Besides the image, Dona Tita had 
several large framed pictures of “saints” hanging above 
her bed. Those she wished to destroy, but her hus- 
band objected, because he said that they were expensive 
pictures and it would be a pity to throw them away. 
But after a few days she told him that she could not 
keep them, that she had such a horror of them that 
she could not sleep, so she took the pictures out of the 
frames and burnt them. They were on heavy cardboard 
which was hard to burn, so some of the pieces remained 
and were carried home by a neighbor, who soon spread 
the news that the school teacher had lost her mind and 
was breaking and burning up her idols. This broke 
up the school and she had to move away. Several years 
have passed and she and her husband are back again 
at Salitre. They have a bakery and are doing well. 
Both are Christians and their home is the center of 
the Gospel work in Salitre, services being held in their 
house from time to time. 

We, who have had the Bible always in our homes 
and are familiar with what it says, cannot tealize the 
terrific force with which it often comes to those who 
have never read it, nor the impression it makes on 
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their minds and hearts. Many are the instances of 
persons converted by reading merely a portion of the 
Holy Word. It is easy to see why the Roman Catholic 
priests object so to their people reading the Bible, since 
so many of their practices are directly contrary to its 
teaching. I have before me a leaflet distributed here in 
Patrocinio within the past month. This leaflet is one 
of many written against us since last November. This 
one is “The Bible and the Protestants,” and under the 
following heads, much is. said against the Protestant 
and his Bible: 

Ist. Jesus Christ did not tell us to read the Bible. 

2nd. The apostles did not distribute Bibles. 

3rd. The Church existed before the New Testament 
was written. 

4th. During many centuries Christians did not read 
the Bible. 

5th. The Bible is very hard to understand. 

6th. The Protestants cannot be sure of their Bible 
(whether it be true or not). 





7th. How Protestants use their Bibles. 

8th. It is a mockery (meaning our pretending to un- 
derstand the Bible). 

9th. The most foolish thing (that of interpreting the 
Bible to suit ourselves). 

Under the last two heads is shown that “the Bible 
is very hard to read, harder still to understand, and it 
is even harder to be guided by the Bible alone without 
the help of the Church, which interprets it and enriches 
it with the doctrine of tradition and by means of preach- 
ing.” This is the opinion of the Roman Catholic 
Church, and it is sad indeed to see the results of such 
belief and teaching: Poverty, illiteracy, immorality, 
superstition, idolatry, deformity and feeblemindedness 
on every side! 

Pray for the power of the Gospel in this sunny land 
where the people are by nature kind and hospitable and 
gentle and intelligent, but bent and bowed down by 
the cruel yoke of Romanism. 

Patrocinio, E. de Minas, Brazil. 


Two Christmases 


L. C. M. 


attended twelve celebrations of one sort or an- 
other but two stand out in my memory as being 
especially good. 

The town of Tsushima is about an hour from here 
by trolley and is absolutely rock-ribbed Buddhist. 
Christian work of one sort or another has been tried 
there off and on but there is nothing to show for it. 
Lately I have been working there with a resident evan- 
gelist and we hope we are making a very small dent 
but it is awfully small. Our best success has been with 
an English Bible.class of high school boys. The school 
authorities opposed this class so much at first that the 
boys for that very reason became more zealous. Now 
the opposition has ceased but the zeal in large measure 
remains. The Christmas celebration has become their 
especial property. We have it in the public hall of the 
town which can be rented free if no admission is charged. 
The boys themselves do all the decorating, advertising 
and managing in general. Several of them take part 
in the programme, which is filled up by the singing of 
English and Japanese hymns on the part of the Bible 
class chorus. Of course we also bring one or two 
speakers from Nagoya with us but the chief responsi- 
bility is with the boys. This year we had fifteen hun- 
dred children packing the hall to its utmost capacity. 
The meaning of Christmas was explained to them, in- 
teresting religious stories were told and at least they 
all went home knowing that Christianity was not such 
a bad thing after all. When I asked about the financial 
account I found that the boys had not only footed every 
cent of the bill but had deposited a certain amount in 


Bla last Christmas season I counted up that I 
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bank to be used for some future occasion or perhaps as 
one of them said “to be the nucleus of the future Tsu- 
shima Church building fund.” I think that sounds 
hopeful. 


The second Christmas was not hopeful but pitiful: 
the poor people’s Christmas of Pure Water Church. - 
This has been gradually becoming an established custom 
in this church. This past year the active young pastor 
had Salvation Army kettles at various busy spots in the 
neighborhood and also canvassed among friends. Then 
he investigated from the ward office and found the fifty 
poorest families to whom he sent invitations to attend the 
celebration. This was held a few days after the regular 
Sunday school celebration. That afternoon the little 
church was filled with a motley crowd of old men, old 
and young women and many children, all dirty, many 
decrepit and all unhappy. The young men of the church 
were helping and the children of the Sunday school 
were there to repeat their performance of a few days 
before. Practically the entire Sunday school celebra- 
tion programme was repeated. After it was over a dis- 
tribution was made and each family received a ticket 
entitling them to so much rice at the nearest merchant’s, 
and each child a ticket entitling him to so much cake 
at the nearest cake shop. In addition each one got a 
pencil or an old child’s book or some little trifle. At the 
close the very poorest were given a few old clothes 
that had been collected. A poor Christmas, a dirty 
Christmas, small in numbers comparatively, but one of 
the most blessed that occurred in the whole round world. 


Nagoya, Japan. 
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We call special attention to the 
article in this number by Dr. Harry 
Waddell Pratt. His suggestion as 
to who should be allowed to be dis- 
commoded by any failure of a local 
church to meet the full budget seems 
to be eminently wise and fair, and 
we hope will be widely adopted. 

. —o— 

The greatest rival of Christianity 
in the world is Mohammedanism. 
The Koran of Mohammed is to a con- 
siderable extent a plagiarism from 
the Bible, appropriating historical 
incident and statement such as could 
be woven into its system, but mak- 
ing appeal always only to the phy- 
sical nature of man. One thing about 
it mentioned in the article “The 
Feast of Ramadan,” which should 
cause the Christian world to ask it 
some questions is that “the Moham- 
medan usually takes his religion very 
seriously and very drastically.” Are 
many Christian people prone to take 
theirs the reverse of sériously? If 
we had to give such a demonstration 
once a year of our seriousness as the 
observation for a month of the feast 
of Ramadan, what proportion of our 
present church membership would 
probably stand the test? 

—o— 


It is with sorrow that we note the 
death of Rev. Eugene Bell, in Kwang- 
ju, Korea, on September 28th. To 
his family and fellow missionaries 
we extend our heartfelt sympathy. 
May the God of grace give them com- 
fort and peace in this time of sore 
trial. (A sketch of Dr. Bell’s life 
and work will appear later.) 


—O0— 


Writing from Antwerp, en route 
to Africa, Mrs. R. D. Bedinger says: 

“Missionaries come in for their 
full share of praise and also criticism 
from fellow-travellers. A wealthy 
‘globe trotter’ asked why we wanted 
to upset the belief of the Congo na- 
tive in his own religion. One man 
said he was glad all our party 
seemed to be happy in spite of the 
fact that we were on our way to 
Africa to stay for several years! One 
lady rather tactfully suggested that 
I didn’t know what I was taking my 
baby into and was surprised to learn 
that I had spent two other terms 
out there with children. Our four 
months’ old baby was the youngest 
passenger on board and has never 
had a sick day. 

“Let me thank some of you for 
your kind thoughtfulness in send- 
ing us steamer letters. After say- 
ing good-bye to friends and loved 
ones for a several years’ separation, 
we need all the interest and love 
you have to bestow upon us. Yes, 
and above all, I’ll need every prayer 
that you have promised to utter for 
me. One good friend, who is a poor 
sleeper, says she makes it a habit 


Notes and Personals 


to pray for us and our work during 
the night watches. Would that 
every Home and Foreign missionary 
had just such an intercessor.” 





4 
vv 


The following encouraging news 
of the work at the Golden Castle 
School is from Rev. L. C. M. Smythe, 
Nagoya, Japan: 


“We have had one of the best 
years in the Golden Castle Girls’ 
School, we have had since I have 
been connected with it. We have 





Gathering Cocoanuts at Agnes Erskine 
School, Recife, Brazil. How would you 
like the job? 


a stronger, more earnest Christian 
faculty than I have ever seen and 
although the number of students is 
continually increasing the Christian 
sentiment is not weakening. We are 
training up a fine body of girls and 
producing some fine Christian lead- 
ers and thus spreading the influence 
of Christ into many homes, which 
we could reach in no other way. If 
we can carry through our plans of 
reorganization and co-operation with 
the native Church, we shall have 
established a Christian Church 
School which should continue through 
all the years to be a strong influ- 
ence for Christ in this city.” 


Rev. and Mrs. F. A. Brown, writ- © 


ing from Honolulu, on board steam- 
er, ask the friends to pray with 
them: 

1. Thanksgiving for the gifts and 
subscriptions of five country chapels 
and schools ($500 each), and for a 
gift of $2,000, with which to open 
up a new large sub-station, where 
we hope to spend several months 
each year. Rejoice with us for 
answered prayer for the protection 
of all missionaries and native Chris- 
tians during the past few perilous 
months. 

2. That wisdom may be given to 
all missionaries and Chinese leaders 
in adjusting ourselves to the new 
and difficult situation. 


3. For six more God-called Chinese 
preachers for the Suchowfu field. 


4. That we may speedily secure 
the proper sites for the new chapels. 

5. For several men and women 
who were once active Christian 
leaders, but have during the past 
few years drifted into indifference. 


—o— 


Rev. Warren H. Stuart, of Nan- 
king, China, writing of some changes 
in Kashing, says: 

“Our Mid-China Mission held its 
annual meeting at Hangchow, in 
May. On the way there, it was my 
privilege to stop over in Kashing 
and take part in their thirtieth an- 
niversary celebration. To me this 
was an occasion full of interest. I 
well remember in 1895, at the age 
of fifteen, coming to Kashing in order 
to catch the steam-launch on the 
canal for Shanghai. Kashing was at 
that time bitterly hostile to mission- 
aries and indeed all foreigners. My 
parents and I did not venture near 
the walls of the city, for fear of 
abuse or ill-treatment, so took a walk 
along the country roads while wait- 
ing for the steamer. How different 
the situation now! In the city there 
are two churches and an _ institu- 
tional centre; two flourishing schools, 
enrolling about 600 students; a large 
and successful hospital, with seven 
doctors and forty nurses in training. 
In the district of which Kashing is 
the centre, there are (including the 
city), fifteen churches and five chap- 
els, 1,200 Christians and fourteen 
preachers, all organized as a live and 
growing Presbytery. And all this 
has been brought about in thirty 
years! Can it be that in my short 
life I have seen such a wonderful 
transformation? As a matter of 
fact, China is one of the most rapid- 
ly changing countries in the world— 
too much so in some ways—not 
enough so in others. But what one 
sees has been done in Kashing in 
thirty years is cause to thank God 
and take courage,” 
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Rev. C. H. Patterson, of Sutsien, 
China, writes: 

“T want to take this occasion to 
thank again those who gave me a 
motorcycle for my work, and let the 
rest of you know about it, so that 
you can rejoice with me. It has al- 
ready been used a lot and is a won- 
derful help. I almost feel as though 
I could not do the work without it, 
but I realize that feet were made 
before motorcycles and had recon- 
ciled myself to that method of loco- 
motion until I heard that a machine 
was actually to be sent. A motor- 
cycle in our field practically doubles 
one’s efficiency, as we can, without 
taking too much time and energy, go 
on many special trips to meet special 
situations and needs which other- 
wise would not be undertaken.” 

Rev. Thos. D. Murphy, of Mokpo, 
Korea, writes: 

“We had the meeting of our mis- 
sion in Mokpo the latter part of June, 
during which time we were very 
busy, but greatly enjoyed the com- 
pany of twenty or more in our home 
for ten days. As you would know, 
we were crowded, our family being 
literally compressed into one room— 
my study. By day you would see 
four cots in a high stack against the 
wall, but by night occupying all the 
floor space! With desks, books, type- 
writer, washstand and dressing ta- 
ble, and Lois’ bed besides the cots, 
you can see how imperative it was 
to stack cots before attempting to 
move around in the morning. But 
the time passed all too swiftly, and 
we regretted to see the guests leave.” 





P= 


We quote the following from a re- 
cent letter of Dr. Nelson Bell, of 
Tsing-Kiang-Pu: 

“T must tell you of the wonderful 
new building—The Houston Unit— 
which we have just completed. They 
are all finished now and we are just 
waiting for the varnish and paint 
to dry before we move in. They rep- 
resent the dream of years and the 
answering of many prayers and the 
generosity of the members of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Hous- 
ton, Texas. How I do wish you all 
could see them and rejoice with us 
in the added space to care for the 
many patients we had formerly been 
forced to turn away. 

“Another piece of good news is 
that we are rejoicing in the arrival 
of our White Cross Supplies. These 
were delayed in transit for over six 
months, but they are now here and 
I wish you all knew what they mean 
to the work. The bandages are a 
dream after the slazy stuff we had 
been using and everything else is a 
joy and a blessing in like propor- 
tion and comparison. If the White 





Cross work is kept up by the church- 
es at home it will mean a new era 
in our work, for it meets one of the 
acutest problems we have had to 
viz.: 


face, keeping of a _ sufficient 





quantity to meet the needs of the 
work. May God bless the women of 
our Church for this valuable contri- 
bution to the work of His Kingdom 
out here. 

“Please pray for us and this work 
constantly. We need your prayers 
more than anything you can possi- 
bly do for us.” 


Miss Frances MacLaran, our new nurse 
to Africa. 


Miss Ruby Rogers, of Bibanga, 
Africa, gives the following bit of in- 
teresting information: 

‘In April I went to our new sta- 
tion of Lubondai, for three days, and 
certainly did enjoy it. The Cousars 
had been here with us for a month, 
before going there to start the medi- 
cal work, and when the truck took 
them I went too, for a little change. 
We are traveling almost entirely by 
car, truck, and motorcycle these 
days, and it has reduced the two 
weeks’ trip into Luebo to three days; 
the five days to Lubondai or Mutoto, 
to a day and a half. We left here 
at six in the morning, and got to 
Lubondai at eleven the next morn- 
ing, spent Sunday there, and leav- 
ing Monday morning, got back here 
at seven-thirty Tuesday. The people 
around that part of the country are 
the Bakete, but only slightly differ- 
ent from the Baluba that we have 
here, and all speak the same lan- 
guage. They have been begging for 











several years that a Mission ‘station 
be opened up in their country, and 
are now most cordial, and enthusi- 
astic for the work. The Cleveland 
family are there, Dr. and Mrs. 
Cousar, Miss Liston and the W. J. 
Andersons will go there on their 
return from furlough. The station 
is less than eight months old, and 
never before has a new station had 
such a force to start on, so we are 
expecting great things of it.” 





o 
vv 


Of the work at Golden Castle 
School, Miss Emma Eve Gardner 
writes: 

“In the English oratorical meeting 
we were considered best of all the 
speakers, nearly all of whom were 
men representing the leading men’s 
colleges in the Empire. To train a 
Japanese girl, naturally the most 
shrinking creature in the world, and 
put her before an audience of hun- 
dreds of people, takes a big faith, a 
lot of prayer and no end of work, 
but it is worth it. 

The school is pretty big now—four 
hundred and sixteen students. Mr. 
Ichimura, the principal, is an earn- 
est Christian interested in the spirit- 
ual development of each girl in the 
school. This year Dr. Logan and 
Miss Miche Kawai held evangelistic 
services. At Dr. Logan’s last meet- 
ing, one hundred and eighty-five girls 
signed their names as desiring bap- 
tism.” 


re’ 
vv 





From Kashing, China, Rev. W. H., 
Hudson writes: 


Hospital, schools—all full to over- 
flowing. Just finished building one 
new church, enlarging several others 
and renting chapels that promise 
soon to be churches. Some of our 
best meetings have been conducted 
with anti-Christian activities at our 
doors, hostile processions with flags 
waving and stump speakers outside 
abusing everything foreign, while we 
were preaching or examining candi- 
dates, or holding communion services 
inside. 

-0— 


A recent letter, from Rev. S. R. 
Gammon, written on his return to 
Lavras, gives the following interest- 
ing item: 

“Of course, many of you are want- 
ing to ask: ‘How did Miss Kemper 
stand the long voyage and the hard 
trip from Rio?’ All who know her 
know she is ‘game.’ She was keen 
to start from New York, keen to 
get up from Rio, and happy to be 
back in Lavras. In spite of her 
eighty-eight summers, she was able 
to defy Neptune. No one on the 
ship—not even the crew—could go 
her one better as a sailor. The wel- 
come she found in Rio and in Lavras 
warmed her heart. The students 
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gave her an enthusiastic celebration 
on the 2ist of August—her eighty- 
eighth anniversary, and many from 
the church and the town joined the 
young folk in the celebration. This 
made us think of the ‘birthday’ at 
Montreat last year. We are sure 
many of those who return to that 
beautiful mountain spot this summer 
will recall with great pleasure the 
‘party’ of last year.” 

—o— 

From Bulape, Rev. C. T. Wharton 
writes: 

“Miss Larson is just at the mo- 
ment in the midst of one of the most 
significant tasks that have yet come 
to our station. A new treatment for 
yaws and kindred diseases has been 
discovered and the people are swarm- 
ing into her dispensary from all 
over the Bakuba Kingdom. The re- 
sults are almost miraculous; they 
come hobbling in with their bodies 
disfigured with the most loathesome 
sores imaginable and in from three 
to six weeks, after a number of hy- 
podermic injections, they go away 
healed and wonderfully happy. One 
woman who has crawled on her 
knees for more than ten years, be- 
gan to walk a little yesterday! Miss 
Larson has given aS many as two 
hundred injections in a morning, us- 
ing over a pint of the medicine a 
day. The people seem really grate- 
ful and we can not but see that God 
is using this ministry in the open- 
ing up of the hearts of the people. 
It has been a hard drill for Miss 
Larson though—she has but one 
large hypodermic needle left and 
with so much misery depending on 
it for healing she dares not trust 
it in the hands of assistants. She 
sends over to Mr. Washburn periodi- 
cally to get it resharpened.” 

Continuing his letter, Mr. Whar- 
ton says: 

“Our hearts are still awed with 
gratitude to God for a wonderful 
escape from drowning some of us 
missionaries had recently: Mr. De- 
Land and I were returning from a 
meeting at Mutoto by motorcycle. 
We came to a high bridge of poles 
Over a swift stream. As the cross- 
ing looked none too good, we parked 
one machine and with the help of 
some six natives, were slowly roll- 
ing the other across the bridge, when 
without a moment’s warning, a 
whole span broke beneath us and 
missionaries, natives, machine and 
all were precipitated into the swift 
deep water. It hardly seems credi- 
ble that not a single person was lost. 
We even got a rope around the ma- 
chine and succeeded in getting it out. 
By high bridge I mean one that was 
some ten feet above the water; by 
the time we had gone completely un- 
der we had a drop of well over a 
dozen feet. Hard part for me was 
that I came to the surface without 
my glasses and I am very dependent 
upon them. I had others at Bulape 


but had a two hundred mile drive 





on a borrowed motorcycle before I 
reached them. We will not soon for- 
get the kindnesses of the Mutoto peo- 
ple in our trouble; fortunately we 
were only a few miles out from Mu- 
toto when the accident occurred and 
Mr. Miller, Earl King, and Dr. King 
hurried right out to us by Ford and 
motorcycles as soon as we could get 
word back to them.” 





Mrs. John H. Wheelock, new missionary 
to Brazil (appointed on field). 


Dr. and Mrs. Buckingham, of Kash- 
ing, China, in writing of the medi- 
cal work, give us a glimpse of the 
strenuous work they are doing. The 
following is quoted from a recent 
letter: 

All this summer we have had an 
ep'demic of typhoid and pneumonia. 
All the cases have been very seri- 
ous but the results have been mar- 
velous from a medical standpoint. 
Patients do not like to die in a hos- 
pital as then their spirit has no 
place to come back when it tires of 
living around the world. So they 
usually want to go home to die. We 
have advised several of the most se- 
rious cases to go home, but they 
wouldn’t and without exception, they 
have recovered. Our nurses deserve 
all the credit for their faithful work 
night and day. One of our last three 
cases of typhoid is now greatly im- 
proved. She is the daughter of a 
Christian and two years ago nearly 
died with meningitis. Two weeks 
ago she developed pneumonia and I 
about gave up hopes. Prayer saved 
her life and she will yet be a strong 
Christian worker, although she is yet 
in her fourth week of disease. The 
Lord evidently has something for 
her to do still. j 

We are now in the midst of a very 
severe and fatal cholera epidemic. 
The worst cases come in too late for 
help, though many of those who 





seem to have a milder form fail to 
pull through. This hospital does not 
have an isolation ward, so when such 
cases come in we have to use one of 
the waiting rooms (where the pa- 
tients wait for their turn during 
clinic). It is all we have and they 
are almost grateful for that. The 
rich and poor, men and women are 
crowded into the one room, and it 
is mighty trying when six or more 
patients are there at one time with 
two attendants each. The room 
should not have more than ten beds 
at one time. The remarkable thing 
to me is that no one of us has yet 
become sick. Even our servants have 
to be watched and scolded almost 
daily for carelessness. We have had 
three in the last two days from one 
of the soldiers’ camps and we fear 
more, as they are very careless. 
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Dr. F. R. Crawford writes from 
Kashing: 

“Some of you know that we are 
building a wing on to the woman’s 
hospital. It is four stories, twenty 
beds to the floor. It is going to be 
very nice. There will be a reinforced 
concrete porch across the end, about 
thirty by twelve feet, also four 
stories high, with a stair outside for 
a fire escape. It will be a tremen- 
dous improvement. The porch was 
given by a Chinese lady, living near 
us. We are also about to let the 
contract for a children’s ward of 
twenty beds. This is the gift of a 
friend of the hospital in Virginia. 
There are many encouraging things 
about the work. We have a better 
Chinese staff than we have ever had. 
The nurses are doing better than 
ever before. Have two foreign nurses 
now. About forty in the school. We 
have a very good laboratory with 
four technicians at work. We have 
a motor boat that will take us out 
on calls and bring us back. The X- 
ray is working well. Local finances 
are in better shape. In fact, there 
is just no end of things that we 
have to be thankful for. The Lord 
has met our needs in a most mar- 
velous way and we believe that in 
the unrest that is upon us, which 
will almost certainly get worse, that 
He is guiding and will bring out 
conditions that will make the work 
more fruitful.” 
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Miss Helen Bailey, of the Girls’ 
High School at Sunsien, China, 
writes: 

“In the July SurvEY, page 420, is 
a short item taken from my last mis- 
sionary letter, in which the state- 
ment is made that our Girls’ High 
School at Sutsien is the only High 
School for girls in our North Kiang- 
su Mission. There is, however, a 
regular High School for girls at 
Suchowfu, of which Miss Lois Young 
is principal. There are several 
Junior High Schools for girls in our 
Mission.” 
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Bonds 


EpitH McCiunc Houston 


This little Christmas verse, from Miss Houston, is very appropriate. When our Cuba mission was 
transferred to the Northern Presbyterian Church, our missionaries remained on the field, continuing their 
work under the new Board. The Southern Church still considers them her missionaries. 





The circle of the Christmas wreath 
Encloses thee and me. 

And written clear upon each leaf 
Is some sweet memory. 
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The soft light of the Christmas star 
Shines down on thee and me. 


Encircled both, though sundered far 
Its glory we may see. 
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The slender, twisted, crimson cord, 
Is thrown round thee and me. 
A friendship which is “in the Lord” 


Is for eternity. 
Camajuani, Cuba. 


SENIOR FOREIGN MISSION PROGRAM FORK 
DECEMBER, 1925 


ARRANGED BY Miss MArGAaRET MCNEILLY 


Topic—Christmas 
Doxo.ocy. 
Lorp’s PRAYER IN CONCERT. 
MINUTES. 


RoLt Catt—Answer with a verse of prophecy concern- 
ing the Saviour. 
BUSINESS. 
Qvuiz—Christmas Salad. 
HyMN—Joy to the World. 
ScRIPTURE ReEApING—Luke 2:1-14. 
PRAYER. 
SoLo—Holy Night. 
READING—A Christmas Wish. : 
Topicat—Mountains of Christmas Trees. 
Two Christmases. 
Christmas in Africa. 
HymMn—It Came Upon A Midnight Clear. 
CHAIN OF PRAYER, closing with the Mizpah Benedic- 
tion. 


SUGGESTIONS 


Have your meeting place decorated in Christmas 
colors. 

*For roll call, cut out of green cardboard miniature 
Christmas trees, on which the reference verse of prophecy 
is printed. Distribute and have read at the proper time. 

Quiz: Christmas Salad—Cut out pictures of fruit, 
write out the answers to “Hidden Treasure” on slips of 


paper, pin one to each piece of fruit. Use green tissue 
paper curled into lettuce leaves, put on a plate, fill with 
the fruit and pass to the women, let each read her 
answer when called for. 


Make earnest prayer for the needs as brought out in 
the program, using the Prayer Page also. 


HIDDEN TREASURE 


1. Up to the year 1911 how had all our financial 
progress been made? 

2. In what year did the Assembly adopt the plan of 
a Simultaneous Every Member Canvass? 

3. State the seven points brought out in Lessons From 
Recent Financial Campaigns. 

4. What progress has been made in the working of 
the Lexington Assembly’s plan? 

5. How far short have we come of the total Benevolent 
Budget? 

6. Give some items with regard to the solution of the 
Financial problem of the Church? 

7. How is the Feast of Ramadan kept? 

8. Twenty entertained in one home for ten days. 
How were they “put away?” 

9. Who “beat” in the oratorical contest at Golden 
Castle Girls School ? 

10. What narrow escape from death did some of our 
missionaries in Africa have, recently? 

11. What honor recently came to Dr. Sydenstricker? 

12. What is a Posada? 

13, Tell something of Dona T:!1 - 
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A Remarkable Christmas Barrel 


MARGARET T. 


Not an Indian in all that tribe had ever received a 
letter, so the missionary woman’s mail was just one more 
surprising thing about her. Suddenly from unknown 
places, hidden way across the desert, would come a 
square of whiteness, all sealed up, with a red stamp in 
the corner and some scrawls in the center. And the 
white woman would smile all over her tired white face 
as she tore the envelope open. “A letter, he heap good 
medicine,” the people said. But I must tell you of a 
letter which came at Thanksgiving time with such de- 
lightful news that our missionary lady s‘mply had to 
share, and naturally chose Laughs-at-the-Sky, who was 
a friendly little soul, with a pleasant fashion of arriv- 
ing early at the mission to get everything ready and 
of staying late to straighten things back properly. 

So the day the splendid letter came the missionary 
whispered: “Be sure to stay after school, for I have 
something special, dear.” All day she waited with grim 
Indian patience, until finally she heard the splendid 
news from the white woman’s letter that a certain bar- 
rel was on its way to their reservation, a barrel crammed 
full of everything desirable for a big Christmas cele- 
bration, sent by the missionary’s church far away across 
the many deserts. The ladies in the church and the 
children in the Sunday School had brought things and 
brought things and brought things! One class of little 
girls had made two dozen work-bags and filled them 
full of spools of silk, thimbles and pincushions; another 
class had dressed a dozen dolls with dresses that un- 
buttoned in a very grown-up fashion; a class of boys 
had saved sufficient money to buy more toys than they 
had dreamed of getting, and besides all this. there were 
aprons for the women and neckties for the men, and 
candy for everybody. 

“But, above everything else, Laughs-at-the-Sky, we 
must keep it a dead secret, you and I! Not another soul 
must know of it, you understand?” 

“Oh, yes,” smiled the beaming child, and scampered to 
her wigwam to dream sweet dreams of coming glory. 
But in the morning—well, how shall I tell it? But she 
simply thought how important she might seem if she 
intimated that she knew a splendid secret! And she 
said to Tinkling Beads: “Heap fine secrets in my head,” 
and she knocked her little fingers on her forehead. 

“Tinkling Beads, she keep it plenty secret, too,” begged 
Tinkling Beads, imploringly. 

So underneath a lonely pine tree Laughs-at-the-Sky 
told every word of the dear secret, and made Tinkling 
Beads promise not to tell any one else. 

But Tinkling Beads longed to seem important in the 
eyes of Many Feathers, so she told him in dead secrecy 
about the splendid barrel. He, too, promised not to tell, 
but before he knew it he had told Black Clouds. and 
presently Black Clouds told Swift-Feet-Upon-the-Plain. 
You can see for yourself that the secret was spreading 
and spreading, until it was hardly a secret at all, any 
more! Laughs-at-the-Sky was trembling very uneasily— 
was this secret never going to stop going the rounds? 

Day followed day, and night followed night, until De- 
cember twenty-first came, and the missionary was de- 
cidedly uneasy—for the barrel had not yet arrived! 


APPLEGARTH., 


“Only four more days,’ she groaned to Laughs-at- 
the-Sky. “But luckily, even if it shouldn’t come, no 
one need ever know about the gifts that never came.” 


Cold chills rippled up and down the spine of Laughs- 
at-the-Sky. Should she tell what an unfortunate blunder 
she had made? But, no, she could not bear to think of 
those blue eyes filled with new reproachful glances. So 
she kept silent. At night she prayed a prayer to the 
Lord God, as follows: ‘Me plenty scared of Christmas, 
God; me heap need that white man’s barrel. Red man, 
he all ready for that barrel. You send it on quick feet. 
Amen.” 


But the twenty-third came and passed, and the twenty- 
fourth was half-way over when behold, the barrel came. 
Delightfully heavy! Miss Missionary could hardly wait 
to get the top off, she was so eager to unpack it. Little 
did she guess why Laughs-at-the-Sky was late arriving, 
for the much relieved child was saying to the people: 
“God. send that heap fine barrel for tomorrow.” 

She hurried to the mission house and opening the 
kitchen door. stumbled in upon a tragic sight: the floor 
was covered with small oblong packages, but Miss Mis- 
sionary’s head was on a chair, and she crying as if her 
dear good heart would break. 


“Oh, Woman-with-the-Sunset-Hair,” soothed little 
Laughs-at-the-Sky, “heap bad tears, me no like. What 
makes ’em?” 


The missionary dried her eyes and said tragically: 
“Dear child. you’re such a comfort. Imagine how crushed 
I felt to find that this entire barrel is full of soap—just 
plain, every-day soap, and not one other thing! What- 
ever shall I do? Oh, I had counted on those presents!” 

Laughs-at-the-Sky picked up one of the oblong pack- 
ages and unwrapped the paper covering. She sniffed at 
the white cake inside and wrinkled her dear little nose 
approvingly. ‘Plenty good smell,” she smiled, “heap fine 
Christmas present.” 

The missionary looked at her in complete surprise. 

“What! You’re not disappo‘nted? You really think 
soap will make a good present?” 

Laughs-at-the-Sky bravely gulped down the marble 
lump that seemed to be sticking forlornly in the very 
middle of her throat. “Plenty fine present,” she answered 
with a cheerful smile. 

“The very thing!” she whispered to herself at last, 
and spent the rest of the day planning the surprise 
which was to make soap the great desire of every Indian. 

Meanwhile Laughs-at-the-Sky quietly spread the news 
that an entirely different barrel had arrived, that the 
Woman-with-the-Sunset-Hair had feared they would be 


disappointed, but that actually it was a most delicious © 


barrel, full of—well, she could not tell them what! But 
they would like it. 

So long before the proper hour on Christmas Day, the 
mission-house was packed to its very doors, and the In- 
dians, big and little, grunted with delight to see the 
Christmas tree all looped and strung with popcorn and 
gold stars and twinkling candles. They liked the carols. 
they liked the recitations, but excitement reached top- 
notch when their missionary was led on the platform 
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by an old Indian squaw, who blindfolded her and tied her 
hands. 

“Ha! Ha!” taunted this old person, wickedly, “now 
I’ll put you through the seven tests, and if you fail to 
meet even one of them, you shall eat no food this day. 
For I warn you that seven Indians of this tribe are 
making footprints towards your wigwam even now, to 
ask for seven different kinds of Christmas presents. But 
unless you can satisfy all seven of their wants by one 
present, then you must stay blindfolded for a week, oh 
Woman-with-the-Sunset-Hair, and eat no food. Can you 
agree to this test?” 

“I agree!” nodded the missionary. 

Then one by one seven persons stalked on the plat- 
form. First came a squaw with a papoose strapped on 
her back. “Oh, Woman-with-the-Sunset-Hair,” she beggea, 
“have you a little canoe to float in water for my papoose 
to play with—for this is all he wants for Christmas?” 

Second came old Chief Black Clouds, who said forlorn- 
ly: “See my pipe is empty; I only wish for something 
to smoke in it!” 

Third came another squaw, leading a very little boy. 
‘“Woman-with-the-Sunset-Hair, my son wants a ball to 
toss in the air—and that is all he wants for Christmas.” 

Fourth was a little girl. “Oh Wondrous-Squaw-Filled- 
Full-of-Wisdom, I am a stupid child in school, so all I 
want for Christmas is something to help me learn my 
A, owe 

Next came an older boy with a pencil. “All I want for 
Christmas is paper to draw pictures on.” 

Sixth came a pretty squaw, her arms full of soilet 
clothes. “All I need for Christmas is new, lovely clothes.” 

Seventh came a very muddy, dirty boy. “All I want 
for Christmas is something to make me clean again!” 

You really should have heard those startled Indians 
groan in sympathy with the missionary’s sad test! For 
could any one thing possibly be a canoe, something to 
smoke, a bail, an A, B, C primer, paper, something to 
make old calico new, or to make a muddy boy clean 
again? Of course it was impossible! 

Yet the White One calmly said: “Yes, I can meet 
your seven tests. Unbind my hands and uncover my 
eyes and I will show you!” Grunts of sheer delight 
rippled over the audience. 

Then Miss Missionary reached in her pocket and pulled 
out a cake of Ivory soap. “Behold, this will meet your 
every test. See, I will prove it!” Unwrapping the soap 
she floated it in a basin of water. “First squaw, behold 
a Christmas canoe for your wee papoose! As for you, 
great Chief Black Clouds, here is something new for 
you to smoke in your pipe,” and she lathered the soap 
into puffy suds, then took a clay pipe and blew through 
it. “Watch out, young brave, for here is the ball you 
wanted to play with!” And through the clay pipe she 
blew off a lovely soap bubble. It floated through the 
room and every Indian gasped delightedly: “Heap pretty! 
Heap pretty!” 

Then the missionary @ried the cake of soap and said: 
“As for you, small maid who wished an alphabet, here 
are five of your A, B, C’s printed on the whiteness— 
I-V-O-R-Y—on this side, and on the other side many 
more letters—P-R-O-C-T-O-R—etc. See?” 

Loud and long the Indians laughed. 

And you, brave artist, here is paper for your picture, 
the paper in which the soap was wrapped. While you, 
poor squaw, with old soiled calico, look while I wash 
it in these suds and make the calico as fresh as new. 
And you, poor muddy boy, come here, for soap will make 
you clean once more.” 

When once these seven tests were made all that re- 
mained to Miss Missionary was to step to the edge of 





Little Squaw Laughs-at-the-Sky. 


ihe platform with her cake of soap. “Is there any In- 
dian who would like this soap which has so many uses?” 

“Me!” “Me!” “Me heap want that soap!” 

Each one of them feared that they might be disap- 
pointed, and the children called: ‘“Tinkling Beads, she 
want that white canoe to float in water,” or “Straight 
Arrow, he want that ball to throw up in the air.” In 
the midst of all this hubbub, lo and behold! came Laughs- 
at-the-Sky, dragging a large basket with a cake of soap 
for every Indian present, big or little. The smellings 
that they gave that soap! The delighted sniffs. “Good 
medicine!” they cried. “Heap thank you, Woman-with- 
the-Sunset-Hair.” 

Four days later came the other barrel full of all the 
promised toys and dolls. No one but the express com- 
pany somewhere along the line, will ever know why the 
two barrels could not have arrived together. But cer- 
tain it is that the whole tribe loves soap today! 

Abbreviated from Story in “Next-Door Neighbors,” 
Copyrighted and published by Revell & Co. 


Junior Home Mission Program 


for December, 1925 


Building Homes for Christ 


s 

Hymn—Away in a Manger. Life and Service Hymns, 182. 

How THEY BUILT IN THE Brs_te—Ex. 35:4-10, 21-26. 

PraYER—For willing hearts, that we may be willing to 
give of our possessions, whatever they may be, to 
advance God’s work. 

How THEY Bur~p Topay—(Mrs. Turner’s article about the 
Canoe Church and School). Tell the story or have 
one of the children tell it. 

SENTENCE PRAYERS—For the church at Canoe, that it may 
be completed, and that new homes may be built for 
Christ in needy places; and that we may all make 
room for him in our hearts. 

Hymn—Bethlehem Lullaby. Life and Service Hymns, 
160. 

CuristMas Story—A Remarkable Christmas Barrel. (It 
is not yet too late, if your meeting is ‘held early in 
December, for you to plan to send some Christmas 
joy to some mission.) 

HymMn—I Love the Christmas Story. Life and Service 
Hymns, 172. 

CLOSING PRAYER. 
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Our Old Editor With us Again 


During the next few months Miss Nancy F. White, Educational Secretary and 
Editor of the Home Mission Department of the SURVEY, will be very busy in the 


field. 


It is a pleasure to announce that during these busy field days, Mrs. Eleanora 
Smith, former editor of this Department, will have charge of the work. 


Old friends 


will welcome Mrs. Smith and at the same time will remember Miss White as she 
works throughout the South in the interest of the Home Missions Committee. 


Our December Topic---Church Erection 


DURING THE CHURCH YEAR 1924-1925. 


Loans were made to ten churches, amounting to $10,500. 


Jonations were made to twelve churches, 


$18,913.26. 


amounting to 


Twenty applications were declined, aggregating at least 


$100,000. 


In the year 1865-66, the Committee on Home Missions as- 
sisted thirty churches in rebuilding, by dorations ranging from 
$100 to $1,000. The total amount given was $8,000. 


The Executive Committee should be able NOW to ex- 
pend not less than $100,000 per year on new church en- 
terprises in Florida, but the funds are not available 
for any expansion. An almost similar situation exists 
in the Panhandle and lower Rio Grande sections of 
Texas, where the great cattle ranges are being cut into 
farms, and towns and cities are multiplying in number 
and importance. 

These opportunities that now challenge will not 
wait! If the Southern Presbyterian Church is to 
occupy and hold this territory, which is rightfully its 
own, provision must be made whereby the Assembly’s 
Committee can, without delay, render the assistance 
needed. Not only must the church enter these areas for 
the sake of the religious care of the people who are to 
live there, but also because of the opportunities for de- 
nominational growth and development. — Homer 
McMillan. 





In 1909 the Presbyterian Church of Sarasota, Fla., 
secured a $500 loan from the Assembly’s Committee, to 
assist it in building a house of worship. The ‘Ladies’ 
Society” repaid it promptly. 


When the church became strong enough to support a 
resident pastor, they secured a loan from the manse 
fund, and built a cozy little manse. And paid back 
the loan promptly. 


Today Sarasota Presbyterians are building a $200,000 
church. Suppose the original weak organization had 
been allowed to die for lack of a church building. 


This is happening in scores of places. 
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The Christ-Child 








The Christ-child unto the stable came 
’Twixt the midnight and the morn; 
His mother laid him softly down 
By the beasts of hoof and horn. 
The friendly kine anear Him stood 
In the frost of the early day, 
And, little Brother of all the rich, 
He slept in the fragrant hay. 


The Christ-child slept in the stable dim, 
And over Him flamed the star 
That was golden-bright with the light of heaven 
Where God and the angels are. 
Then journeying far, came king and priest, 
With a wealth of spices sweet, 
And, little Brother of all the rich, 
They knelt to kiss His feet. 











A gift of gifts that tender Child, 
Brought hither for you and me; 

From the leaven of greed, the clutch of hate, 
By love to be ransomed free. 

And once a year, in the long, long year, 
For a whole and happy day, 

To share again the heart of the child 
Wherever the children play. 


O little Brother of every man! 

Obscure, or high, -or great, 
Thine is the alchemy of heaven 
Wrought on our low estate. 
We find Thee still in the stable dim, 

But, for Thy cradle bed, 
Oh! rest not now in the manger stall, 

Take Thou our hearts instead. 

—Margaret E. Sangster. 


oe Denominational Building Fund 


Dr. U. B. Mooney 


Committee at Montreat, N. C. last summer, the 

writer stated to the committee, that he felt that 
one of the very apparent weaknesses in our denomina- 
tional life was the lack of an adequate Church Building 
Fund. 

As a denomination the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States is far behind other churches in this im- 
portant phase of church activity; and any forward move- 
ment in behalf of the Church at large, should include 
a proposal for the raising of such a fund on a large 
scale. 

In the average Southern city the church buildings and 
church equipment of the Presbyterian Church, suffer in 
comparison with the churches and equipment of other 
denominations. 

The reason for this is not far to find. The churches 
of other Communions receive substantial help from 
their Home Boards, not only in the form of large ap- 
propriations, but also in the form of generous loans at 
a very low rate of interest. 

When the writer first came to the city of New Orleans 
more than ten years ago, the Baptists were exceedingly 
weak as a denomination. But the Baptist leaders real- 
ized the strategic importance of this far-Southern city, 
and expeneded $75,000 in a large church plant, and 
in addition paid the larger part of the pastor’s salary. 
This individual church is now one of large activity and 


power. 


A T THE meeting of the Assembly’s Stewardship 


What is true of the Baptist Church is also true of © 
the Methodist. One Methodist church received a direct 
appropriation of almost one-half the total cost -of a 
large church plant; while another received an appro- 
priation and a generous loan. 

This statesman-like attitude of these denominations 
is not only shown in the large cities, but in the smaller 
cities as well, and the fruits of this broad, wise policy 
are apparent to all observers. 

About a year ago the Home Mission Committee of the - 
New Orleans Presbytery, discussed informally with 
our Assembly’s Committee the possibility of an appro- 
priation for the enlarging of our colored work in New 
Orleans. We were informed that there were about one 
hundred similar requests before the Committee at that 
time. And although these requests were for fright- 
fully small amounts, the Committee was compelled to 
decline because of lack of funds for this purpose. 

The local churches are not often able to bear the 
entire burden of a large but necessary enterprise. Nor 
are they able to bear the whole burden of the. building 
of adequate missionary and mers. Centers for 
foreign peoples. 

It is needless to say that our Aeocuihin’s Committee 
is doing all that it can with the funds that are available. 

Our Church however, will not accomplish the work 
that is before it, until we have some such fund to aid 
in our needed development. 

New Orleans, La. 
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The setting of the Hunter Memorial Church. 


The First Church Built by The Hunter Memorial Fund 


FEW years ago a layman who desired to do good 

with his means, looked over the various fields 

of service and decided that it could best be used 
to build churches. 

In “The Romance of Home Missions” Doctor Morris 
told of his gift. 

“Mr. J. Montgomery Hunter, of Louisville, Ky., has 
deeded to the Executive Committee real estate valued 
at $70,000 to be used as a permanent fund to be known 
as the ‘Ann Morgan Hunter and J. Montgomery Hun- 
ter Southern Presbyterian Home Mission Memorial 
Fund,’ for the purpose and conditions set forth as fol- 
lows: 

“*This Fund is to be devoted exclusively to the build- 
ing of country and small village Presbyterian churches, 
the same not to cost over three thousand dollars com- 
plete, exclusive of lot, of which this Memorial Fund 
is to contribute one-half only, and the local people are 
to contribute one-half of said cost and in addition are 
to provide a lot for said church of not less than one- 
half acre of land; the said churches are to be kept in- 
sured for at least seventy-five per cent of their total cost 
of building; the said Executive Committee is to exer- 
cise its judgment as to requiring all or any part of said 
gift or loan to be repaid by said churches, and all of 
said churches are to be devoted absolutely and exclusively 
to the worship of God Almighty and the preaching of 
the glorious Gospel of His Christ; no secular entertain- 
ment or exercises of any kind or character or flags and 
secular emblems are to be allowed in said churches and 
so understood and agreed to by said church people— 
marriages and funerals of course excepted. If a church 
elects to change its name from the Memorial to some 
other, it may do so by repaying to the Executive Com- 
mittee the amount invested in it which was received 
from this Memorial Fund.’ 

“Mr Hunter has since increased his gift by deeding 
additional real estate to the Executive Committee for 


Church Erection and has graciously removed some of 
the restrictions in order that this fund may be greatly 
enlarged in its efficiency and usefulness.” 

The letter below tells of its first church. Another 
church is now being built at Hollywood-by-the-Sea, 
Florida. 


Dear Doctor Morris: 

I am happy to say we have put our program over, 
and today we have one of the neatest little buildings 
in Oklahoma. 

Our work here has attracted quite a bit of notice, so 
much so that the Daily Oklahoman gave us recognition 
with a cut of the church and myself, and a brief article 
in its issue of August 31. This gave us almost state 
wide publicity, and even into Texas, as I received a 
letter asking of the work. 

The building is complete in every respect, and is 
equipped better than many churches a half century old. 
The general opinion of those who enter its doors is that 
it is very attractive. 

Fourteen months ago the Presbyterians did not 
possess probably $50.00 in stuff of any kind. To- 
day they have an actual property value of $12,900, and 
an estimated property value of $15,000. The property 
we hold here in Holdenville is said by everybody to 
be worth $15,000. It is located on 8th Avenue and N. 
Creek, and near to the Main Street. In addition to the 
above we have established a place of recognition among 
the denominations and bid fair to become a factor in 
the affairs of religion in Holdenville. 

We are not strong enough to stand alone, but if we 
continue to grow, by spring we shall be able to begin 
to help ourselves. We have attracted the attention of 
many to us, and our ways, which will probably result 
in their becoming one of us. We have had a hard fight 
for existence, but we have steadily gained ground. 





The first Hunter Memorial Church, Holdenville, Okla. 
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How St. Petersburg is Building 


Dr. J. A. McCiure 


undeveloped resources have made a strong appeal 

to many in the older states. Its phenomenal growth 
has attracted the attention of the nation. Wherever you 
go, north, south, east or west, or even across the seas, 
vou hear people talking about Florida. Villages of a 
few years ago are cities today. Men and women of 
moderate means, or no means at all, have become wealthy 
as over night. These opportunities, real and sometimes 
imagined, have brought and are still bringing thousands 
of people into the State. 

These thousands are the Church’s opportunity. Manv 
of them are Christians; in numbers of cases, officers in 
the churches in the communities from which they came. 
Many are indifferent to the Church, their only interest 
being in the material prosperity in which they hope to 
share. There are those who are absolutly hostile, the 
forerunners in the community of the forces of evil. Yet 
they all make up the Church’s field. The local organiza- 
tions are strengthened by the addition of many noble 
and trained Christians, while the indifferent and the 
profane offer an opportunity and a challenge. 

The First Presbyterian Church of St. Petersburg may 
be cited as a fair example of the growth of the Church 
in Florida during the past few years, and of what it is 
trying to do to give the Gospel to those who have come. 
Turning to the Minutes of the General Assembly, we 
have the following facts: 

In 1910 this church had 100 members, and gave for 
all causes $3,595.00. 

In 1915 the church had 153 members, and gave for 
all causes $6,338.00. 

In 1920 the church had 318 members, and gave for 
all causes $16,289.00. 

In 1925 the church had 625 members, and gave for 
all causes $50,788.00. 

If this church should continue the rate of increase 
shown during the past ten years, the membership in 
1930 should be over 1,200. And this may come to pass 
as the writer is confident that there are now five hun- 
dred members of the Presbyterian Church, North or 
South, living here for a large part of the year, who have 
not identified themselves with any local church. Some 
of them are known, some are unknown and some do not 
want to be known. 

How shall we meet this situation? The policy under 
which the Church is working at present is not just to 
build up one large central church, but to meet the 
situation by planting and maintaining mission churches 
in the rapidly growing sections of the city. The area 
within the city limits is about seventy thousand acres, 
a little over one hundred square miles. The mother 
church is well located, considerably east of the center 
of population. With this as the home base the plan 


Fe undevet is a land of opportunity. Its climate and 








First Presbyterian Church, St. Petersburg, Fla. Church Erection 
Funds helped to build the first church, which was replaced by 
this handsome building. The Educational building ‘is at the 
extreme left. 


calls for three other churches, north, south and west with 
an intervening distance in every direction of from two 
to four miles. 

The first unit was organized in 1924. A building 
seating about four hundred people was put up and has 
been practically paid for. A comfortable manse has 
also been secured. One hundred and thirty-two mem- 
bers were added to this Church the first year, thirty-six 
of them being on profession of faith. Rev. E. R. Barnard 
is the efficient pastor. 

For the second unit four lots were secured in the 
spring of 1925 and during the summer just past an at- 
tractive building erected. For the present, this will be 
used as a kind of church house, providing rooms for 
a good church school and giving an assembly space for 
a congregation of one hundred or more. The building 
eventually will be the manse. The Rev. T. I. Deane, 
who has come to the First Church recently from the 
First Presbyterian Church of Charleston, W. Va., as Di- 
rector of Religious Education, has charge of this mis- 
sion in connection with his other duties. This will be 
known. as the Euclid Presbyterian Church. 

The southern section of the city remains yet to be 
occupied. It offers today a wonderful opportunity. 
Nothing but the inability to finance this third unit at 
this time keeps the First Church from occupying this 
unsual field. The West Central Church, the first unit 
organized will be an independent church in one o~ 
two more years. The Euclid Church will follow and as 
the burden lightens there, God willing, the plan will b- 
completed, and there will be four Presbyterian churches 
of our Assembly along with the churches of the other 
denominations, preaching the everlasting Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to the thousands who come to make 
their home among us. 


St. Petersburg, Fla. 
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The John Abner Harris Memorial Church 


Rev. WALTER K. Keys 


URING the recent meeting of the Synod of Ap- 

palachia at Marion, Va., memorial services were 

held at a special hour for two great men of God, 
who had passed on to the other shore during the year. 
No two lives could have been in more striking contrast 
in location of ministry and type of service; nor could 
two lives have been more alike in the spirit of de- 
votion and loyalty to Christ. The first memorial offered 
was to a man who for more than half a century was 
the pastor of the largest church of the Synod and at the 
same time the officially designated pastor of the largest 
City of the Synod. His life was spent where the cur- 
tents of life flow swiftly by, in the marts of trade, 
and amongst the great crowds. He played a large part 
in every phase of that city’s life, social, civic, moral, 
fraternal, and religious. Those who knew and loved 
him told of what his life had meant to them, to their 
church, and to their city. They told of how for hours 
the silent crowds passed through the church to have 
a last earthly glimpse of his face. Surely the people of 
his church, and of his city, and of his Presbytery will 
do well to erect as an everlasting monument to his 
memory the Jonathan Waverly Bachman Orphanage. 
It is fitting. 

The second memorial was in tribute to the life and 
ministry of the Rev. John Abner Harris, that man of 
God who buried himself with Christ in the mountains 
of Western North Carolina, and East Tennessee. Thrill- 
ing indeed is the story of how this young man, disap- 
pointed because he was rejected for foreign service, 
turned his face steadfastly toward the hills of his native 
State and never faltered nor turned back until the end. 
This story from the pen of an honored kinsman of his, 
Congressman W. F. Steveson, of South Carolina, was 
read. It told of how during his more than a quarter 
century of service in this territory he had organized 


more than a dozen churches, built as many houses of 
worship, preached in scores of other places, organized 
Sunday schools, placed mission teachers in neglected 
places, and by his daily Christ-life had won a large 
place in the hearts of all these mountain people. It told 
of how from the meager salary which he had received, 
by strictest self-denial, he had saved up a goodly for- 
tune which he gave to send other workers to that field 
which had been denied him in youth—Africa. Follow- 
ing the reading of this story of his life, words of 
appreciation of his ministry were spoken by those who 
have been following in the paths which he blazed many 
years ago. One must follow in his footsteps, live where 
he lived, preach where he preached, get close to the 
heart of the people in whose heart he dwelt, talk with 
the children who loved him so much, and hear the ex- 
pressions of confidence from every lip, to fully appreciate 
his wonderful ministry. 

Just a few weeks ago it was my privilege to go for 
a meeting to the community in which he spent his last 
days and where he died. On upper Pig Pen Creek in 
Yancey County, North Carolina, is the beautiful moun- 
tain cove, almost completely surrounded by the Green 
Mountains, in which his last ministry was spent. Among 
these people of the finest mountain type—big-hearted, 
whole-souled—he found a gracious welcome. Here in 
the little schoolroom he preached. And here Miss Osma 
Newton, another veteran of the mountain work, came 
at his invitation to teach the school. Far up on the 
side of the mountain in one of the humblest homes they 
showed me where he died. And I saw how this family, 
because they loved him so much, were willing to live— 
cook, eat and sleep—in one room of the little house in 
order that he might have the other. And I saw the 
newest baby of the home, born since his death, and 
proudly bearing his name, John Harris Smith. They 





FOUR OF MR. HARRIS’ FRIENDS, 


Mr. Harris died in his home. John Harris Smith. 





Two. lassies from Pig Pen Creek. 
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told me of how he had ridden the old gray mare to fill 
his appointments on the Sunday before his death; of how 
he had been forced to return before the night service; 
and of how his life had ebbed away before another Sun- 
day came. And in that little mountain, home I felt 
that surely my feet were treading on holy ground. 

We had a great meeting. The soil had been pre- 
pared; the seed been sowed; the grain was ripe unto the 
harvest. More than thirty persons accepted Christ as 
a personal Saviour; fifty-six united with the church and 
signed a petition asking for the organization of a church. 
There was not a dissenting voice as to what the church 
should be called. ‘We want it to be the Harris Me- 
morial Church,” they all said. And they are planning 
to build in this beautiful mountain cove out of the na- 
tive stone the Harris Memorial Church. Surely it is 
fitting. 

The people have a mind to work and are willing to 
do all they can in the building of this church. They 


will gather the stones from the mountain sides, haul 
them to the site of the church, and do all the rough 
work. They will give of what they have, but of silver 
and gold have they but little. There are others—friends 
of the work which Mr. Harris did and his supporters 
in the years past—who will want to have a pari in the 
building of this beautiful memorial. Perhaps others 
wish to have part in some definite, worth-while Home 
Mission enterprise. This is not a special appeal. It 
is just an opportunity—a God-given opportunity to share 
in the building of a monument to the memory of this 
great servant of the Most High God, and also in the 
building of future character and Christian life in this 
wonderful mountain country. 

Contributions may be sent to Miss Osma Newton, 
Toledo, N. C., or to Rev. John Young, Green Moun- 
tain, N. C. 

Bristol, Tenn. 





























Beacon Hill Presbyterian Church, San Antonio, Tex. 


Southwest Texas 


Dr. L. E 


HAT shall I say? Where shali I begin? How 
Vf shall I stop if I once begin? An Empire so 

large you could place any one of the Southern 
States within our borders and have room to spare! So 
varied that if I tell the truth my veracity would be 
called in question, and some real estate man will be 
wondering why I am a preacher. A vast domain in 
Southwest Texas, over which six flags have waved. Her 
history reads like romance! Her development was 
slow until the past twenty years. Until then it was the 
cow-man’s paradise, and the mecca of the man who 





SELFRIDGE 


owned sheep and goats. Wild game abounded on hill 
and in valley, fish filled her streams. There is more 
water power going to waste in this section of Texas than 
all the rest of the State combined. Literally hundreds 
of thousands of horse power can be developed by the 
harnessing of our streams. Just now large enterprises 
are beginning to turn this water into irrigation ditches 
and power plants. Two hundred thousand acres in 
the vicinity of San Antonio will soon be under irri- 
gation and large industrial plants will be operated by 
water power in the very near future. 
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About twenty years ago there began a period of 
rapid development. New railroads were built, new 
people came by the train-load, new land was thrown 
open to settlement, new industries came in, new crops 
were raised, new towns grew up and have become cities 
in a decade. In this period of time the Rio Grande 
Valley has been converted from a literal howling wilder- 
ness of cactus and brush into a vegetable garden and 
citrus fruit orchard. If the people who are now pour- 
into Florida could taste a Rio Grande Valley grape- 
fruit they would give their land away and rush to 
Texas and the “Magic Valley.” Our resources are, as 
yet, unknown, though we have the largest gas well in 
the world; oil fields in all directions; cotton! Well, if 
we should ever decide to put in a full crop the market 
would be ruined. Vegetables and fruits are raised in 
abundance. 


There is no better place for Presbyterians to locate 
than in Southwest Texas. You will find the climate 
of the hill country, the coast country and the plains, 
healthful and invigorating. In the Presbytery of West- 
ern Texas, which embraces the largest part of Southwest 
Texas, we have seventy-seven churches, U. S. We have 
8,500 members, but what are they in a population of 
850,000? Don’t you think there is a big work for the 
Presbyterians to do? We now have twenty-seven Home 
Mission workers supplying about fifty churches and mis- 
sions, doing a splendid work. Miss Berta Murray, a 
graduate of the Assembly’s Training School, is doing 
fine work among the young people and Sunday schools, 
but there is still the need for more workers, more 
churches, more Sunday schools, better equipment. The 
door of opportunity is open wide and unless we enter we 
shall be shut out, perhaps for many years and the 





people who now look to us for the Bread of Life will 
have to look elsewhere or go unfed. Sixteen of the 
fifty-one counties in Western Texas Presbytery have no 
Southern Presbyterian church; these counties have a 
population of something like 77,000, about half of whom 
are Mexicans, possibly more, but they are our responsi- 
bility. How are we going to carry the Gospel to them? 

There is no limit to the expansion possible in our 
work. Many new fields could be occupied if we had 
the money with which to place men, and we now have an 
urgent call for two new church buildings. 

The new irrigation projects are bound to bring thous- 
ands of new people. We must meet them with the 
Gospel as we believe it, for our Church has a great mis- 
sion and a great message. If we could plant churches 
in these new localities the Presbyterians who come 
would not be lost to our Church, as so many of them 
have been formerly. Because they found no church of 
their own faith they have gone to enrich the Methodist 
and Baptist churches, or have lost interest entirely. 

Our cities too, present a great field for Home Missions. 
In the past three years four new churches have been 
organized in San Antonio, and a fifth has been relocated 
in a new and strategic position and largely assisted in 
the erection of a new and commodious building, with 
the help of our Committee at Atlanta. And there is 
room and need for as many more. The Great Head of 
the Church says, “Go forward.” We want to go, but it 
takes money to travel these days. What shall we do? 
Many of God’s people are in possession of his property 
and will not dedicate any definite portion to the ad- 
vancement of the Church for which Christ died. He 
loved the Church and gave Himself for it! 

San Antonio, Texas. 








What a Church and School Have Meant to Om Community 


Mrs. Patsy BRATTON TURNER 


Come and take a trip to Canoe, Kentucky, with me 
(in your mind) in the year of 1913. There we find: 

A day schoal taught by one teacher, with 
about thirty scholars. 

A Sunday school with an average attendance 
of about thirty. 

An old store building used for schoolhouse, 
and mission worker’s home. 

And many, many things going on that were dis- 
pleasing to God, things that we will not mention 
now for they are things of the past. 

The good people of many states commenced praying 
for Canoe, at the request of the workers. Then things 
commenced changing. 

We had to turn away children who wanted to come 
to school because we had no place to house them. 

We looked across the creek and saw, in imagination, 
a nice dormitory. 





We went to God in prayer about it. And behold to- 
(lay there it is, a lovely dormitory full of boys and girls. 
It cost many prayers and plenty of hard work, but how 
thankful we are to have it. 


In the place of the old storehouse, there is a nice new 
three room schoolhouse with three consecrated teachers, 
teaching our boys and girls the higher things of life. 


Instead of one little Sunday school we have five, 
all well attended, Christian Endeavor, etc. 


About eighteen months ago we looked at our little 
shack of a chapel and thought, “why can’t we have a 
decent house to worship in, a house worthy to be called 
the Lord’s House?” We went down on our knees again 
for guidance and help. 

We had the people of the community come together, 
and with God for our captain and all working together, 
and with the help of our many friends we now have 
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The Old Church at Canoe, 


a church nearly completed that we would like for you 
all to see. 

Our own men have done every bit of the work, and 
we are just praising God for it today. 

“But where is the furniture coming from?” is the 
question that is asked many times. 

We are trusting Him who gave the building to help 
with that, so we are sure of it. Perhaps He will use 
you to help with it. We have a membership of one 
hundred and thirty in the Canoe Church, and hope to 
have a much larger membership by this time next year. 

As soon as we have our church all finished we are 
planning to build a manse for Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Faw 
and their little baby. They are now crowded into the 
dormitory, and you cannot imagine how much noise 
a lot of happy children can make. 

Yet we never hear them murmur about it. We all 
know a pastor needs his quiet hours, and this would be 
hard to find in the dormitory. 

Canoe, Ky. 


_Park-way Presbyterian Church 
(The Miracle of Dallas Presbyterianism) 


F. G. 


N THE early fall of 1924, a group of Presbyterians 

living in the northeastern portion of the city of 

Dallas, Texas, believing that the time was oppor- 
tune for the organization of a new Presbyterian Church 
in that, the most rapidly growing section of the city, 
gathered together at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Webber on Swiss Avenue, and after a presentation of 
the object of the meeting by Mr. G. C. Walsh acting 
chairman, motion was made and carried that Mr. F. G. 
Shaw be elected temporary chairman, and Mr. R. L. 
Ezzell was elected secretary. 


The meeting was then called to order by Mr. Shaw, 
and after prayer was made for the success of the meet- 
ing, a plan was launched for the organization of a 
new church to be located somewhere in the northeast sec- 
tion of Dallas, Texas. A general discussion was had, 








































Dormitory at Canoe, and mode of travel. 


SHAW 


and all parties interested joined in for the good of the 
new hope. 

Several meetings were held from time to time and 
on September 26th, the following resolution was sug- 
gested and adopted, then signed by some fifty or more 
prospective members. 


Resolution | 


“BE IT RESOLVED, that we the undersigned, be- 
lieving in the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour, and 
relying on Him for strength and guidance, desirous of 
serving our Master in the fullness of, and according to 
the dictation of our conscience; after much prayer and 
meditation, deem it fit and proper that we implore the 
Presbytery of Dallas, in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
that they constitute us a church and that we do solemnly 
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promise and covenant that we will walk together in the 
faith and principles of the Presbyterian Church, and 
that we will study purity, peace, and harmony in all 
things, through Christ Jesus who strengtheneth us. 


“God helping us, by the grace and power of the 
Holy Spirit, we will do this one thing, ‘forgetting those 
things which are behind and reaching forth unto those 
things which are before, we will press toward the mark 
for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus,’ 
AMEN.” 


The above resolution with signatures attached, im- 
ploring Presbytery to give the petitioners permission to 
form an organization, and to appoint a commission to 
organize them into a church, was presented to the Dallas 
Presbytery convening at Dallas in the Oak Cliff Church, 
October 28, 1924. 


The petition was favorably passed upon and Pres- 
bytery appointed a commission to complete the or- 
ganization. They met with the petitioners, in the home 
of Mr. Fred Webber, on the evening of November 23, 
1924, and after a sermon by Rev. T. F. Gallaher, Park- 
way was regularly organized and constituted a church, 
with fifty-four members, having five elders, and thirteen 
deacons, who were regularly elected, ordained and in- 
stalled. 


The regular Sunday services of Sunday school and 
morning worship, were held in the Columbia Theater 
on Columbia Avenue, in East Dallas. 

The first Sunday School was organized by temporary 
superintendent Mr. F. G. Shaw, having thirty-one mem- 
bers in all departments; Mr. Shaw also with the aid 
of Mr. H. P. Rose, and others conducted the first morn- 
ing service. The second Sunday service was conducted 
by Rev. C. C. McNeill the former pastor of the East 
Dallas Presbyterian Church at which time two additions 
were made to the church, Mr. L. C. Underwood on 
profession of faith, and J. F. Smith; on re-statement. 
The Sunday school increased to seventy-eight, and then 
by leaps and bounds. 

The mid-week prayer services were held regularly 
in the homes of the members, and were wonderful cot- 
tage prayer meetings. 

Park-way was not content to meet in a theater, so 
committees were appointed on site, building and finance, 
and at once proceeded to lay plans for a home. A lot 
150 by 188 feet was secured at the corner of Oram, and 
Bryan Park-way in Northeast Dallas, near the Lake- 
wood Country Club, and the committee proceeded to erect 
a temporary frame building 40 by 60, upon the lot, 
which was ready and occupied the last Sunday in De- 
cember—a bitter cold day, but Park-wayites were deter- 
mined to dedicate their new home. 


At Christmas time the building not being quite com- 
plete, the first Christmas tree was held in the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. S. C. Skeilvig, who graciously opened 
their beautiful home on Gaston Avenue, and no grander 
Christmas could have been enjoyed except the one held 
so many years ago back in Bethlehem, when our Saviour 
was born. 

A New Year’s party was given to all of Park-way and 
their friends, and a beautiful supper with plates for 
one hundred and twenty-five was spread. This event 
marked one of the mile-posts in the history of Park- 
way. 

From Sunday to Sunday many ministers kindly aided 
Park-way, and tendered their services. To them we are 
very grateful. Their affection toward Park-way helped 
to keep up the spiritual influence, until at a congre- 
gational meeting in March, 1925, moderated by Dr. J. D. 
Leslie, Stated Clerk for General Assembly, a call was 
made to Dr. H. W. Burwell who had been acting as 
supply pastor. Dr. Burwell needs no introduction to 
the Presbyterians of the Southern Church, and is widely 
known for his standard of truth, and preaching nothing 
but the true Gospel. Dr. Burwell was duly installed 
as pastor of Park-way Church. 

Now Park-way began to take on new life and has 
had a steady growth both in church membership and 
in the Sunday school until today the church member- 
ship numbers one hundred and four. The Sunday schco! 
became too large for the present building, and the Bible 
Class was compelled to hunt a place in which to meet, 
so through the efforts of its worthy President, Mr. F. W. 
Walker, and his wonderful class, they built an addition 
to the present building, 30 by 60 feet, which now houses 
the Bible Class and the primary department. 

The success of Park-way has been most remarkable, 
and could only have been accomplished by the never 
tiring efforts and co-operation of all, always working 
hard for Park-way. 

To our beloved Pastor, Doctor Burwell, and his good 
wife, the officers, and every member do we give the 
praise, and for Park-way there is much in store. 

On the rear of the present lot there is to be built in the 
near future a two-story and “basement, brick building, 
for the exclusive use of the Bible School and social 
activities. Then later, on the corner, a handsome church 
building will be erected, to be dedicated to the worship 
of our Lord and Master, His services only. All these 
things will come true, for Park-way will not be content 
until it is so; and then the work of Park-way will not 
stop, for our hope will be then centered upon a mis- 
sion in some part of the city of Dallas, that the work 
of the Master shall be made still more complete, and 
Dallas may be filled with Presbyterianism. 


Should We Have State Control for the Church? 


Church Extenston Opportunities in Texas 
TuHos. W. CurRIE 


HE Southern Presbyterian Church has done splen- 
didly for its Educational] Institutions during the 
past decade. The Church did this because it was 

unwilling to retire from the field of higher education. 


It was obvious that physical equipment and increased 
endowment for these schools were the only alternative 
to retirement. The Church has done well in each of 
its undertakings and has surpassed its own expectations, 
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The achievements for its schools thus far are only an 
earnest of what the Church will continue to do in order 
successfully and creditably to retain its place in higher 
education. 

There is another pressing call upon our growing 
Church. We need added capital with which to extend 
our Church into unoccupied fields and to encourage and 
develop our Church in places where growth is being 
retarded by lack of equipment. This is especially true 
in Texas and the whole of the Southwest. 

It is a growing conviction of an increasing number 
of people in the Southern Presbyterian Church in Texas 
that we ought to undertake a program which will have 
as its goal a Presbyterian church in every unoccupied 
county in the State coupled with a second goal of mak- 
ing every organized church already on our rolls self- 
supporting. This means a serious, earnest and deter- 
mined program of evangelism in each one of our Presby- 
teries. Recent experiences encourage us to believe that 
now is our opportunity. Several of our Presbyteries are 
now demonstrating how rapidly these goals can be 
achieved, once we are willing to undertake in faith an 
aggressive program. 

Coupled with the will to evangelize and grow is the 
necessity of financing this growth. We have demon- 
strated in our successful educational campaign for 
$1,350,000 our ability to finance needed advances in 
this field. We can do the same thing for growth ani 
extension through evangelism. A smaller sum than 
that required for our colleges will serve to inaugurate a 
ten year program of extension and growth in Church 
Extension and Evangelism. $600,000 divided wisely 
among the Committees for Home Missions and Evan- 
gelism in our several Presbyteries will go far toward the 
realization of the two goals mentioned above. 


It is the conviction of the writer that were the 
churches of the State of Texas under State control, there 
would be an insistence that our service of evangelism 
and extension be made more effective. We, as a State, 
have just published a report made by a committee of 
experts on the need for making our public schools more 
efficient. ‘This study and consequent report cost the 
citizens of the State $50,000. In order to make the 
suggestions in this report effective, we must undertake 
expenditures running into millions. 

Since we choose to operate our churches independently 
of State control or suggestion, should we not be even 
more ready to discharge our responsibility to the citi- 
zens of the State in the field of evangelism? 

No observant Presbyterian in Texas could possibly 
feel that our Church is serving the State in a measure 
commensurate with the need. Until the Gospel and 
religious training are available for every community in 
the State no one of the great churches serving in this 
section can feel that it is doing its whole duty to the 
State or to God. We claim a place among the churches 
who are pledged to give the Gospel to the people of 
our State in this generation. We have no reserves in 
money with which to meet the growing and insistent 
needs of many communities in our State. No Presby- 
tery has a current budget large enough to do the work 
which the majority of any Presbytery admit ought to 
be done by that Presbytery. 

We by faith, prayer, and intelligent effort can create 
a reserve fund in the sum of at least $600,000 which 
can be put at the disposal of the several Presbyteries of 
the Synod. This sum should be thought of as a supple- 
ment to the current funds now being expended by each 
of our Presbyteries. 


Come To Us All 


Come, Thou, dear Prince, oh, come to us, this Holy 


Christmas-time! 


Come to the busy marts of earth, the quiet homes, the 
noisy streets, the humble lanes. 
Come to us all, and with Thy love touch every human 


heart, 


That we may know that love, and in its blessed peace 


Bear charity to all mankind. 


—Eugene Field. 


SPICE BOX 


1. “One (denomination) church received a direct ap- 
propriation of almost one-half the total cost of 
a large church plant.” Why do we know it wasn’t 
a Presbyterian Church? 

How is one layman building ---------------~-- ? 

3. Some Presbyterian Church members do not want to 
be known. Where do they live? 

4, ©. wiliepaeenien insets alaniaies tee minions that man 
of God who buried himself with Christ in the 
mountains of Western North Carolina, and East 

Tennessee.” 


ho 


5. Why will a real estate man wonder why ~-..----- ‘ 
is a preacher? 


6. The good people of many states commenced pray- 
RN iincicnctncidenienninnaied 7 9 3 3 
things commenced changing. 

7. Only one Christmas could have been grander than 
whose? ; 

8. If the churches of Texas were under State control, 
what does one man, at least, think would happen? 
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A view near, Nacoochee, the Presbyterian School in the mountains of North Georgia. 


School Opens at Nacoochee 


Nacoochee Institute, the Christian, 
Industrial Home School, owned and 
controlled by the _ Presbyterian 
Church in the Synod of Georgia, lo- 
cated in the beautiful Nacoochee 
Valley, White County, began her 
twenty-third scholastic year on Sep- 
tember 8. The chapel was filled to 
overflowing with patrons, friends 
and a student body which promises 
to exceed last year’s high water 
mark. All dormitory space has long 
since been taken, some young peo- 
ple have brought their own beds and 
many others have been refused on 


account of lack of room. 

Devotions were conducted by the 
Superintendent, Rev. J. K. Coit. The 
address was given by the Honorable 
J. R. Lumsden, Sautee, Georgia, who 
has been a trustee of the school since 
its establishment. A note of thanks- 
giving was sounded throughout the 
exercises. Nacoochee has been sing- 
ularly blessed this past year. An in- 
creased water supply has made 
possible the opening of _ school. 
Through God’s goodness and the 
generosity of friends, some improve- 
ments have been made, including the 


repairing and painting of the school- 
house and the placing of new asphalt- 
slate roofs on several of the build- 
ings. 

Mr. R. M. Matson, of Decatur, 
Georgia, took up his duties as Busi- 
ness Manager of Nacoochee Institute 
on September 1. Mr. Matson is a 
graduate of the Georgia School of 
Technology, the class of 1923. He 
has taken up his new work with zeal 
and enthusiasm. This forward step 
promises great things for Nacoo- 
chee’s future. 








Will Hold 300 Names 


CHURC Last 15 Years 
Mask Cloth Biading FEE CORD 
$1.50 64-Page Catalogue Free 


F. L. ROWE, Publisher 
422 Elm Street Cincinnati, Ohio 





DEAGAN TOWER CHIMES | 


PLAYED BY ORGANIST FROM ELECTRIC KEYBOARD 


THE MEMORIAL SUBLIME 


LITERATURE. INCLUDING TESTED PLAN FOR 
SECURING CHIMES SENT UPON REQUEST 
STANDARD SETS-$6.000 AND UP 


We 












ividual Cup 











The Westminister Teach- 
ers’ Bureau 


Specializes ig Christian 


teachers, of helpers for 
schools, colieges aud universi- 
ties—private, public and denomi- 
national—and in assisting train- 
ed, Christian teachers and other 
workers to larger fields of ser- 
vice. Write today for informa- 


tion to 

HENRY H. SWEETS, Manager, 
410 Urban Building, 

Louisville, Ky. 














Wayside Flowers 
By Emma Wysor Dunlap 


A beautiful booklet suitable 
for gift in the holiday season or 
for other occasions. Printed in 
royal purple on art paper. 

Price, Each, 15c; $1.50 Dozen 


Order from 


PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE 
OF PUBLICATION, 


Richmond, Va., 


Texarkana, Ark.-Tex. 
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GREETING CARDS 


Good taste, beauty, quality, harmony of colors and artistic designing 
are all combined in ‘our lines of elegant Greeting Cards. We have searched 
the country for the best. 


Assortment A.—21 handsome cards with envelopes. For Christmas 
and the New Year. No two alike. In handsome box. Price, $1.00, post- 


paid. 


Assortment D.—Handsome religious assortment. Six beautifully en- 
graved and die stamped cards, expressing the deeper meaning of Christ- 
mas. Refined in quality and sentiment. Envelopes to match each card. 
Price, postpaid, 50c. 


Christmas Assortment No. 908.—-Suitable for use by the whole family. 
Pleasing designs of landscapes, with holly decorations, embossed in good 
colors. Put up 25 in a holly box 35c¢ a box; in package of 100, not boxed, 
postpaid, $1.00 per 100. 





Christmas Assortment No. 909.—For the children. Most economical 
cards they can use. Beautifully colored and embossed, and very original 
in designs. Christmas greetings are appropriately printed. Price, 15¢ a 
dozen, or 100 in a box, postpaid, $1.00. 


Send All Orders to 


PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 


Richmond, Va. 


Texarkana, Ark.-Texas 

















Compare Hebrews 11:1 


\ Sor the tabernacle, 
_————— = 

i Nes tehernacte, ona 
court, sod thes 


l thes 
3 ey 





NELSON BIBLES 
in all sizes, types and 
styles of binding are 
obtainable wherever 
Bibles are sold. 


Free Booklet 


A charming 36-page 
booklet entitled “The 
Wonderful Story,” 
published at 10c per 
copy, telling how the 
Bible came down 
through the ages, and 
containing many facts 
of vital interest, will 
be sent FREE on re- 
quest to anyone men- 
tioning The Presby- 
terian Survey. 


i. 


























as rendered in the American Standard Bible, with n 

any previous version. “Assurance” in place of A Deluxe Bible 

“substance” and “conviction” replacing ‘“evi- | No, 2154X—The finest, light- 

dence’”’—what a wealth of meaning and clarity est, most — age 

these highly authoritativ nslati i % genuine OFOCCO, 

How cal ht: acne Sait ake os. — a ae SS ae 
silked sewed, round corners, 

curate—especially to the young—does this small red under gold 50 

verse become with these changes! And yet they | ®dees, title stamped hat 

are only typical of the entire. on back in pure gold 





Nelson Sfandsra bible 


(Edited by American Revision Committee) 


It behooves you, therefore, the earnest seeker after truth and of deli- 
cate shades of meaning as revealed in Holy Writ, to have and to use 
this priceless book. 


The American Standard Bible text has been adopted by all leading Colleges, Theo- 
logical Seminaries, Y. M. C. A., Y. W. C. A., and Bible Schools throughout the 
United States and is used by over 13,000,000 scholars from whith to study the In- 
ternational, graded, or other Bible lessons. 


A Nelson Bible is a guarantee of the best character of printing, binding, paper, as 
well as of the latest and best translation. Two hundred styles of binding and ten 
sizes of type. 
an we es eae eee ee eee ee eee eee eee eee 2 





THOMAS NELSON & SONS 383-I, Fourth Avenue, New York City 
Authorized Publishers for the American Revision Committee 
Dear Sirs: Please send me FREE copy of your book entitled “The 
Wonderful Story.” This does not obligate me in any way. 
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SELECT NOTES 


By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D. LL.D. 


THE WORLD’S GREATEST SUNDAY SCHOOL COMMENTARY for 1926 


It contains—The greatest possible wealth of practical help—all pre- 
sented in easily workable manner and suggestive of the best method of 
treatment. Maps, charts, illustrations from famous paintings and of 
recent excavations. 

It Furnishes—The foundation of knowledge of the spiritual teachings 
and the inspiration which teachers of all grades require. This is the fifty- 
second annual volume—a publishing record unequaled except in the pub- 
lication of the Bible itself. 

$1.90 ret, $2.00 postpaid. For sale at all booksellers 


A TOP NOTCH TEACHER By Dr. A. H. McKinney 


For inspiration, effective effort and general self-improvement every 
good teacher will want this progressive and practical volume. Every 
teacher who doubts his own ability cannot afford to be without it. 


A Worthwhile Book for Every Worker . . 254 Pages. Price, $1.50 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


131 Clarendon Street, Boston Madison Terminal Building, Chicago 






































THE CHURCH CALENDAR OF PRAYER 
FOR 1926 


FOR EVERY MEMBER OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 





The Church Calendar of Prayer is filled with 
the information concerning every branch of the 
work of the Church that every member of the 
Church should have immediately at hand. It is 
a reference hook for the whole year. 

It is beautifully made and contains names and 
places of service of all our Home and Foreign 
Mission workers. Also carries brief outlines of 
the General Assembly’s Agencies. 


GIVE A COPY TO EACH MEMBER OF YOUR 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 














Price, 15c Each, Postpaid 





Order from 
PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 


Richmond, Va. Texarkana, Ark.-Texas 
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BORDERLANDS OF THE MEDITERRANEAN 


By J. GRAY McALLISTER, D. D. 
Professor of English Bible 


Union Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va. 


A ROYAL CHRISTMAS GIFT. RICHLY ILLUSTRATED. BEAUTIFULLY PRINTED. BOUND IN SILK VELLUM. A SUMPTU- 
OUS VOLUME FOR YOUR LIBRARY. PRICE, $2.50, POSTPAID. 


END ORDERS TO 


Ss 
PRESBYTERIAN COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION 


Richmond, Va. 


To Make Your Preaching 
More Effective 


DORAN’S 
MINISTER’S MANUAL 


Rev. G. B. F. HALLOCK, D.D. 


GIVES CONTINUITY AND DIRECTION TO 
THE MINISTER’S PREACHING PROGRAM. 


Sermons, illustrative material, Sunday school notes, 
for every Sunday of the year. Interleaved blank 
pages for the preacher’s use. A weekly calendar for 
announcements and engagements. 

584 big pages. 5¢x8?inches. Net, $2.00 


The Master Life 
The Story of Jesus for Today 


W. P. LIVINGSTONE 


A vividly dramatic presentation of Jesus’ con- 
tacts and teachings. Unsurpassed in popular 
appeal. With map. _ Net, Bo 50 


Paul of Tarsus 
T. R. GLOVER, D.D., LL.D. 


A real event in religious literature. No one 
ean afford to miss the remarkable chapters on 
“The Human Paul,” “The Love of Christ,’ and 


“Consummation.” Net, $2.00 


The Mother of Jesus 
Her Problems and Her Glory 


Rev. Prof. A. T. ROBERTSON, D.D., LL.D. 


A revealing human interest story of Mary. <A rare 
picture of faith and fear, gladness and pain. 
Net, $1.00 


The Program of Jesus 
The Cole Lectures for 1925 
Bishop EDWIN DuB. MOUZON 


A Bishop of the Southern Methodist Church 
discusses the program of Jesus for human 
society and today. Net, $1.50 


To Christ Through Evolution 
Prof. LOUIS MATTHEWS SWEET, S.T.D., Ph.D. 


An outstanding book combining wide scientific 
knowledge with a thorough theological training. 
Net, $2.50 


Finding God in Books 
Rev. W. L. STIDGER, D.D. 


A remarkable presentation of the spiritual signifi- 
cance of fourteen volumes of current sume $ 
et, $1.75 


The Upper Road of Vision 
KATHRINE R. LOGAN 


A notable inspirational book, strong in appeal, 
and rich in i quality. <A rare gift book. 
ecorated jacket. et, $1.35 


Evolution and Redemption 
Rev. JOHN GARDNER, D.D. 
With illuminating skill Dr. Gardner uses scientific 


thought in presenting spiritual truth. Net, $1.60 
Advent and Christmas 


Sermons 
Edited by FREDERICK J. NORTH 
Sermons on the Incarnation by illustrious preach- 





ers. Splendid devotional reading. Net, $1.50 
At Your Religious Book Store 
bonne GEORGE H. DORAN COMPANY 


244 Madison Avenue New York 





Texarkana, Ark.-Texas 







The BEST BIBLE in the WORLD for the MONEY 
ILLUSTRATED SELF-PRONOUNCING 


GIFT BIBLE 


SUITABLE FOR YOUNG AND OLD 
BOUND IN GENUINE FLEXIBLE LEATHER 


CONTAINING 
The KING JAMES or AUTHORIZED VERSION 
OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 
HAS 
SELF-PRONOUNCING TEXT 
the proper words being ac- 
centedand divided into syllables 
for quick and easy pronunciation 
LARGE BLACK FACE TYPE 
SPECIMEN OF TYPE 


and of Ar’pad? where are the gc 
Séph-ar-va‘im, Hé’na, and 1 
have they delivered Sa-méa’ri-a 
mine d? 
35 Who are they among all the 
of the countries, that have deli 
TT ALSO CONTAINS 
A NEW SERIES OF HELPS TO THE 
STUDY OF THE BIBLE 
Selected for their general utility 
INCLUDING 
4500 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON 
THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 
which unfold the Scriptures. A 
feature of great value to old 
and young 
31 BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATIONS 
showing scenes and incidents of 
—— 4 History, aw 
rinted on enamel paper in ,,. ‘ . 
phototone ink mn DIVINITY. CLROULE 
82 MAPS OF THE BIBLE LANDS IN sTYLE (overla ping 
COLORS g : covers). It is so p de 
Printed onsuperior white paper, and so flexibly BOUND I 
size 54 x8iinches. Suitableto GENUINE FRENCH 
carry or for home reading SEAL LEATHER that it 
Bound in GENUINE FLEXI- can berolled without inj 
BLE LEATHER with over- to binding or oa 
lapping covers, red under Bible has red under gold 
d edges, headband and purple 
headband and _ purple marker. Each Bible iscare- 
marker. Each Bible packed fully packed in a neat and 
in handsome box substantial box. 


SPECIAL OFFER 


PRICE ONLY $ 2 95 













THE 
GIFT 
OF 


PREPAID 


ae TIS COUPON x iii: 
THE INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LEAGUE, 
1010 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Please send, All Charges Prepaid, THE SPECIAL 
GIFT BIBLE which you are offering at a SPECIAL 


Satisfaction MB PRICE OF $2.95. I enclose Money Order for the 

Guaranteed fg 2™mount. (This Bible furnished with Patent Thumb 
Index, 45 cents extra. Name in gold on cover, 80: 

Money cents extra.) 

Back for POORONED | eines ii ewes naka n oe 

the Asking P-235, 


ee en 

















Do Physicians Believe in 
The Bible ? 


DR. HOWARD A. KELLY DR. LEGRANDE GUERRY. 


The great surgeon and scientist of Johns Hop- When one of the most noted surgeons of the 
kins University, honored as few living men by South, Dr. Guerry, was honored last year by elec- 
learned societies throughout the world, whose tion to the presidency of the Southern Surgical 
epoch-making testimony to the Old Faith was pub- Association, he chose as the theme of his in- 
lished last spring, and who believes the Book augural address, “Luke, the Greek Physician and 
from cover to cover, will now tell what his per- Historian.” His address made a profound im- 
sonal methods of daily Bible study have been pression. He not only set forth the historical ac- 
for the past forty years, and how he digs treas- curacy and medical learning of Luke, but he de- 
ures from the Word. The time and painstaking clared that “the stupendous, the abysmal need 
care this scientific leader gives to Bible study of the world today is for God as revealed in the 
will amaze you. His indescribably rich contri- person of His Incarnate Son.” Dr. Guerry’s testi- 
bution will appear, early in 1926, in mony will be published in 


Che Sunday School Gines 


(Issued Every Week) 





Stupendous discoveries and possibilities of discovery are opening up in 
the Holy Land since the World War expelled the Turk and a Christian 
nation was given control. Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, Archeological 
Editor of The Sunday School Times, sails in February for an expedition to 
Kirjath Sepher, a city between Hebron and Beersheba which flourished in 
the days when Joshua led the children of Israel in their conquest of Canaan. 
Doctor Kyle has had his eye on that city for more than thirty years. 


MAY WE NOW FIND TABLETS OF THE PENTATEUCH? 


Kirjath Sepher is the most likely place for tablets of that date in all 
Palestine. The name means “book town,” and the site has been undisturbed 
since Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the town 2,500 years ago. If we-are ever to 
discover any portions of the Pentateuch dating from Moses’ own day, they 
are likely to be here. Remembering that the critics say Deuteronomy was not 
written until near Josiah’s time, eight or nine centuries later, the significance 
of such a find would be overwhelming. Doctor Kyle will report the results 
in full, as he does all archeological events of Biblical importance, to the 
readers of The Sunday School Times. 














SUNDAY enooL’. 2 he Sunday School Times is an international, interdenomina- | 
TIMES COMPANY tional, weekly journal for adults in the field of Bible study and 
” Philadelphia, Pa. . teaching, Sunday School management, and the Christian life Six 
ies ats es- ue dnciecill Glace and service. Fourteen lesson-helps on the International 
send The Sunday Schoo! \ Uniform and Whole Biblé Courses are in each issue, with | Months 
Times for six months (26 \. Many other special departments. The paper goes into 
yee £0 \ erery state. territory and province in the United | 


. States and Canada, and one hundred foreign coun- | 


Ae 4 @ Zz : : is : NG Subscription price $2.00 a year, or $1.50 $1.00 





(26 issues) 





in clubs of five or more copies, éither to sepa- 
Please send me also a free copy ‘ 
of your catalog of book publications. 


rate addresses or to one address. > | 























